
 

  

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Mary Queen of the Family (MQOF) parish 
strives to grow as missionary disciples of 
Jesus Christ, continuing to deepen in 
understanding the Sacred Scriptures and 
Sacred Tradition  of the Catholic Church 
and to live as a faithful and committed 
Catholic community, evangelising and 
responding to the needs of the family in 
the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 

LITURGY TIMES 
 

Sunday Masses 
 

5.30pm Sat Vigil (St Patrick’s) 
7.00am Sun (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sun (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sun (St Michael’s)  
10.00am Sun (St Patrick's) 
11.00am 4th Sun - Filo Mass  (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 
1.00pm - Syro-Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sun (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sun (St Michael’s) 
 
Weekday Masses 
 

St. Michael’s:  
8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri;  
7.30pm Wed only 
 

St. Patrick’s:  
9am Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat;  
7.30pm Fri only. 
 

RECONCILIATION  
 

St. Michael’s: Wed 6.30pm—7.20pm 

St Patrick’s:    Fri 6:30pm -7:20pm &  

                        Sat 9:30am -10:30am     
 

  HOLY HOUR 
St. Michael’s: Wed 6.30pm -7.30pm 
St Patrick’s:   Fri 6:30pm -7:30pm (except 
during Lent) 
 
 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals & Anointing of the 
Sick by appointment. 

Parish Directory 
St. Michael’s Church - 58 Orwell Street, South Blacktown &  
St. Patrick’s Church - 51-59 Allawah Street Blacktown. 
 
Parish Office: At St. Patrick’s Church. Office Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-4pm 
Telephone (all hours): 02 9622 1125     
Website: www.mqofblacktown.org.au Email: admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
Parish Team: 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Wim Hoekstra 
Assistant Priests: Fr Stephen Onyekwere, Fr Tom Green 
Deacon: Rev. John Cinya 
Finance Officer: Sarah Canete-Damole Email:  accounts@mqofblacktown.org.au 
Parish Secretary: Jill Franco Email: jfranco@mqofblacktown.org.au  
Sacramental  Coordinator: Parish Team 
Email: sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 
Catechist Coordinator: Sandra Baker 
 

Parish Pastoral Council:  
Chairperson: Vince Tabone; Deputy Chairperson: Daniel Mangabat; Secretary: Eva 
Cheetley Asst Secretary: Helena Vea  Members: Don DeMello, Erica Luiz, Fran 
Satchell, Josh Carr, Marian Asiegbu, Savita Surendra, Trevor Brewty, Fr Wim 
Hoekstra, Fr Tom Green, Fr Stephen Onyekwere & Deacon John Cinya. 
  

Parish Schools:  
St Michael’s Primary:       Phone  8869 6200 
St Patrick’s Primary: :  Phone:  8869 6000 
Nagle College:     Phone:  8887 4500               
Patrician Brothers College:    Phone:  8811 0300 
Ambrose Early Learning Centre (St Michael’s) :  Phone 0458 508 444 
 

Aged Care Facilities:  
Opal Nursing Home ( 37 Kildare Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148 ) P : 9852 9600  
Mullauna Retirement Village (61 Bungarribee Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148)   
 P : 8822 2100   
St Hedwig Village Blacktown (140 Reservoir Rd,  Blacktown 2148)  
 P:  8822 9920 

 

Weekly Bulletin 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish 
 

St. Michael’s Church, 58 Orwell Street, Blacktown & St. Patrick’s Church, 51-59 Allawah Street, Blacktown.   
 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.    

       
 
   

 

 

Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

“Lord”, the Canaanite woman said, “help me.” Jesus replied: “It is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.” She retorted: “Ah yes, Sir; but even 
house-dogs can eat the scraps that fall from their master’s table.”                                                                                  
         Matthew 15: 21-28 
   
Way back in the early 1950s during my days in Primary/Grade School, it was compulsory to 
learn by heart the questions and answers in the Catholic Catechism. I still remember that 
the Catechism definition of prayer was “the raising up of the mind and heart to God.” The 
implication of that is that we pray in order to develop our relationship with God rather than 
to ask for a change of mind on God’s part, in order to convince God to grant our requests. 
That means that we may need to be careful about rushing to conclude that today’s gospel-
reading is simply about a persistent mother harassing a reluctant Jesus for her daughter’s 
restoration to health. 
 
Once again, context is a guide for helping us to understand the significance of this story of 
a foreigner’s badgering Jesus for a favour. Jesus had just finished reprimanding a group of 
Pharisees for their narrow-minded and self-serving interpretation of God’s Law. He ended 
by labelling them as hypocrites. Leaving them in a state of shock, he headed for the pagan 
territory of Tyre and Sidon, suggesting, perhaps, that he might experience some open-
mindedness there. 
 
The Gospels have so many accounts of the healing miracles which Jesus performed that 
we can list today’s story as another of Jesus’ healings. Maybe today’s gospel story can be 
seen as an addendum to the reprimand Jesus had directed at the Pharisees. We have all 
seen how religious rituals and regulations can be used to control people. It was that kind of 
control for which Jesus had criticised the Pharisees. Today’s gospel-story is an object 
lesson on the need for flexibility in our application of religious rules and regulations. The 
Canaanites had been dispossessed of their land by the wandering people of Israel about 
1000 years before the time of Jesus. For centuries, the two peoples had treated one 
another with bitterness, suspicion and derogatory name-calling. Yet, in Deuteronomy 
followers of God’s Law were expected to show kindness and respect not only to orphans 
and widows but to foreigners as well: “Do not violate the right of the foreigner, or the 
orphan, or take as pledge the clothing of a widow. Remember that you were slaves and 
foreigners in Egypt, and God rescued you. Therefore, I command you to do 
this” (Deuteronomy 24: 17-18). 
 
Matthew’s Gospel had been written for a community which was made up largely of Jewish 
people who had come to accept Jesus and his teaching. So, this story of the Canaanite 
           (cont’d…) 



 

 

2                                                                                                                      16 August 2026                                                                          Mary Queen of the Family Parish 

(Cont’d…)  
woman who had come intentionally in search of Jesus served as 
the Gospel writer’s reminder to the members of his community to 
let go of long-held prejudices against Canaanites and other 
foreigners. What’s more, the story embodies an invitation to dare to 
cross boundaries that imprison rather than open the way to life. 
 
Whether or not this story is factual is irrelevant. Matthew was using 
it as a teaching device for the members of his community. We know 
from the Gospels that Jesus had often accused Pharisees of 
hypocrisy and criticised them for their nit-picking approach to 
religious practice. The Jewish Law’s rules and regulations about 
Sabbath observance were designed to point people towards God. 
The Pharisees had turned their observance into an end in itself, 
thereby defeating it of the purpose for which it had been designed. 
Jesus’ reprimand of the Pharisees was the prelude to the story 
which unfolded. 
 
The first boundary across which the Canaanite woman stepped was 
to address a man in public, worst of all a Jewish man. She clearly 
knew of Jesus’ reputation for healing and was clever enough to 
address Jesus by the flattering title of “Son of David”. Matthew 
knew that Jesus had grown up in a culture that regarded Canaanite 
people as inferior and that his understanding of his vocation 
needed, at some time, to be expanded from being exclusively for 
the people of his own nation. The Canaanite woman’s encounter 
with Jesus was the force that opened his eyes to his own limited 
view of his mission. The woman’s expert repartee exploded the 
prejudice underneath his calling her a “dog “and opened his eyes to 
the realisation that his God-given mission was for people of every 
nation. 
That story embodied a message to the members of Matthew’s 
community to break free from the prejudice with which they 
categorised gentile people of their own city and of neighbouring 
nations. Moreover, there is in that story a challenge for all of us to 
pause and identify the boundaries and categories within which we 
may be tempted to hide. What are the boundaries, the rules and 
regulations, the pet theories and beliefs we allow to stunt our 
freedom and growth as followers of Jesus and his message of 
God’s love for all of humanity?  
 
In the very act of criticising the Pharisees, Jesus had tried to shake 
them out of their narrow and confined thinking. It would seem that 
he was unsuccessful. In contrast, the woman’s quick repartee and 
her intense focus on her daughter’s need shook Jesus into giving 
his attention to a bigger picture. It is too simplistic to see this story 
as pointing to the fact that Jesus, like every other human being, had 
limitations. The story also credits him for having the courage and 
the openness to learn, even from one least expected to be a source 
of wisdom. His acceptance of the woman’s perspective underlines 
the fact that he was open to grow, to change and to accept that he, 
too, could be infected with prejudice. 
 
And let’s not forget that, in the world in which Jesus lived and 
pursued his mission, women were regarded as unreliable witnesses 
and lacking in wisdom and constructive thinking. However, we 
surely cannot ignore the fact that the only times when Jesus was 
recorded by the writers of the Gospels as having changed his mind 
were in response to comments directed to him by women: by his 
mother at the wedding feast of Cana and by this Canaanite woman. 
(This latter story is also recorded in Mark’s Gospel 7: 24-30, where 
the woman is identified as Syrophoenician.)  
Today’s other readings from Isaiah and Romans also remind us that 
God often works in unexpected ways. Isaiah was not slow to tell the 
people of Israel that their fidelity to what God had called them 
would one day lead to foreigners taking up roles in the Temple. In 
Paul’s Letter to the Romans we learn of his surprise at the sad 
reality that gentiles had found Jesus and his message much more 
appealing than his fellow Jews had. If we take nothing else from 
today’s readings, let’s remember that God sometimes works in 
surprisingly unexpected ways, for which we have to be ever ready. 
© Br Julian McDonald cfc 

Safeguarding at MQOF  
A Safe Church is a Strong Church 

 
Mary Queen of the Family is committed to providing a safe 
and welcoming environment and takes the safeguarding of 
children and vulnerable persons seriously.  
Safeguarding those who are vulnerable is part of the mission 
that Jesus Christ entrusts to our Church. We all have a role 
to play in safeguarding those who are vulnerable.  
If you have any concerns about someone’s immediate safe-
ty, or you suspect a crime may have or is likely to occur, 
please contact NSW Police on Triple Zero (000).  
Concerns about safeguarding in the Diocese may be referred 
to the Parish Office, or directly to the: 
Office for Safeguarding and Professional Standards   
Ph (02) 8838 3419 
Email: safeguarding@parracatholic.org. 
 

NEW BOOK 
Free to Flourish,  
Father Stephen’s warm 
new book on healing, mar-
riage and faith, gently guid-
ing people from surviving to 
flourishing.  
 

Written with our Bishop's 
blessing and subsidised at 
just $20. For copies, call 
Mary Queen of the family 
Parish Office on 9622 1125 

or  email sonyekwere@mqofblacktown.org.au 

*Prayer for our Blacktown Parish Project*  
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TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME — YEAR A 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Psalm 83:10-11 
Turn your eyes, O God, our shield; 
and look on the face of your anointed one; 
one day within your courts 
is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 56:1.6-7 
I will lead the foreigners to my holy mountain. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 66:2-3 5-6. 8. R. v.4  
R ~ O God, let all the nations praise you!  
 
SECOND READING: Romans 11:13-15. 29-32  
The gifts and call of God are irrevocable. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Matthew 4:23 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 15:21-28  
Jesus left Gennesaret and withdrew to the region of Tyre and 
Sidon. Then out came a Canaanite woman from that district and 
started shouting, ‘Sir, Son of David, take pity on me. My 
daughter is tormented by a devil.’ But he answered her not a 
word. And his disciples went and pleaded with him. ‘Give her 
what she wants,’ they said ‘because she is shouting after us.’ He 
said in reply, ‘I was sent only to the lost sheep of the House of 
Israel.’ But the woman had come up and was kneeling at his 
feet. ‘Lord,’ she said ‘help me.’ He replied, ‘It is not fair to take 
the children’s food and throw it to the house-dogs.’ She 
retorted, ‘Ah yes, sir; but even house-dogs can eat the scraps 
that fall from their master’s table.’ Then Jesus answered her, 
‘Woman, you have great faith. Let your wish be granted.’ And 
from that moment her daughter was well again.  
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Psalm 129:7  
With the Lord there is mercy; 
in him is plentiful redemption. 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  

 
PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

 

 
RECENTLY DECEASED 

Grosita Ezar, Anthony Dieu Tran, Christopher Anthony,  
Angelina Vaz, Emelin Englis Bacalla, Phyllida Mulholland, Gary Hore 

 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 
Teresa Navarro, Ivan Mendonca, Lawrence Piscopo (Anniversary), 

Ndahne and Sionetali families, Louisa Lobo  
 
 

DECEASED 
Breanna de Souza, Socorro Santos, George Sparmon,  

Joe Aquilina, Jeffery Chia, Josie Raj, Segundo Plascencia,  
Michael Cutajar & deceased family members 

 
SICK 

Dido, Bernardina Valenzuela 
 
 

THANKSGIVING 
Khoury & Ghaleb families 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Aug 20   Parish Pastoral Council 
Aug 23   Mary Queen of the Family Fiesta 
Aug 27   Parish Finance Committee 
Sep 6   Father’s Day and Collection 
 

10-13 September The Witness the Musical   
   Riverside Theatre, Parramatta 
 

Sep 8 & 10  Confirmation masses (St Pat’s @ 7pm) 
Sep 25—Oct  11 Registrations - Reconciliation program 
Oct 16   Parish Golf Day 
Nov 25  First Reconciliations in the afternoon 

 
What do you call a bear with no teeth?   
A gummy bear. 
 
What kind of shoes do frogs wear? Open-toad. 
 
Why are leopards bad at hide-and-seek? 
Because they are always spotted. 

 
Thanks to the volunteer who has 

kindly filled the temporary vacan-
cy in the St Michael’s Church 

Cleaning Group.  

 
The MQOF Flower Ministry’s  

Father’s Day 2026 
Fundraiser will be held on the 

weekend of 
29 & 30 August.   

 
There will be baked goods,  

    sweets and gifts for sale. 
 

Receive one free raffle ticket with every  
$5 purchase. 

 
Four great prizes to be won – 

 
1st Prize  -  $100 Bunnings Voucher 

2nd Prize - $50 Uniqlo Voucher 
3rd Prize - Cooler Bag Hamper valued at $40  

Marriage Enrichment Weekend 
 

We are offering an opportunity for you to 
learn to become the best version of your-
selves together and live your best life in 

love! Come and join us! 
 

When:  9th - 11th October, 2026 
Where:    at Mt Carmel Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW –  

               a stunning & tranquil oasis on the edge of Sydney.  
Book online at  www.wwme.org.au  

 

http://www.wwme.org.au/


 

 

If you wish your child to be baptised here at MQOF Parish, 
please contact the parish office. If this is your first child, you 
will need to attend a Baptism workshop. For more information, 
please call the Parish Office or visit our website:  
 

https://mqofblacktown.org.au/sacraments/#baptism 
 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments of 
Eucharist, reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to members 
who are unable to participate because of illness or aging.  To 
arrange receiving of the sacraments, please contact the Parish 
Office on  9622 1125 or after office hours number 8705 0830. 
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THE SACRAMENTS / MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES  

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

PARISH GROUPS 

CHRIST’S CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY GROUP 

Contact: Jane Cauchi, 0433 173 177  
Meeting Time and Venue: Fridays, 9.30am 
 Sid Moseley Centre, St. Michael’s Church 
All are welcome! 

 Contact Noemi Romero on 0475 798 770. 
Meeting Time and Venue: Tuesdays, 10am-12pm in 
the Sid Mosely Room, St. Michael’s and Fridays from 
10am-12pm at the Cardinal Clancy Room, St. Patrick’s 
Church. .  
 

JOSEPHITE    
COMPANIONS 

 

Contact: Antoinette Mangion, 0414 735 943 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 3rd Monday of the 
month, 10:00 am at Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s 
Church 

LEGION OF MARY  
ST MICHAEL’S 

 

Contact: Max Rosario, 0490 137 533 (for statue 
bookings) President: Steve Attard.  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Thursday,  
9am-10.30am  at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s 
Church. 

LEGION OF MARY  
ST PATRICK’S 

 

Contact: Doris Zammit, 0419 274 002 (for statue 
bookings) 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Monday, 6:30pm at 
Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s Church. 

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF 
PRIESTS—CENACLE 

 

Contact: Max Rosario, 0490 137 533 
Meeting Time and Venue: Monday 9:30am-10:30am at 
Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s Church.  
All are welcome!  

MARY’S PANTRY Contact: Frank Mangion,  0410 830 877 
 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday  after the  8am Mass, at St 
Michael’s church. 

CATECHIST MINISTRY Contact: Sandra Baker 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
For more information, please contact the parish office. 

TEHILLAH  
COMMUNITY  

Contact: Ash & Rozario Fernando , 0416 861 976 or  
0412 195 916 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd & 4th Saturday 
(during school term only), 2pm - 4pm at the Cardinal 
Clancy Room, St Patrick’s Church.  

TRUE LIFE IN GOD 
PRAYER GROUP 

Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd Saturday of the 
month, 3.00pm   at Sid Mosley Centre St Michael's 
Church  

MQOF MEN’S GROUP Contact: Trevor Brewty, 0429 777 518  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd & 4th Fridays, 
8pm-9.30pm in the Cardinal Clancy Room, St. 
Patrick’s. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
(Blacktown Conference) 

 

Contact: Deborah Squire, 0449 113 162  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd Wednesday, 
7pm—8pm. Next meeting –22 July 
 

   SACRAMENTS 

             
 

 FORMED provides the very best Catholic content from more than 60 
organizations to help parishes, families and individuals explore their 

faith anywhere. Supporting thousands of movies, 
children’s programs, eBooks, audio, parish programs 

and studies direct to your browser, mobile or 
connected device. 

Free for our Parishioners  

https://mqofblacktown.org.au/sacraments/#baptism
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You can also send your offerings/donations thru bank 
transfer:  
 
FIRST COLLECTION: For the Diocesan  Clergy  
Account Name: Diocesan Clergy  
Bank: CBA      BSB: 067 950       
Account Number: 0000 4265 
Reference: 6004 - Donor’s Name 
 

 
SECOND COLLECTION: For the Parish  
Account Name: Blacktown Catholic Church 
Bank: CBA       BSB: 067 950     
Account Number:  0000 0677 
Reference: Donor’s name  

You can support the parish by:  
 

The Tap & Go Machine. The machine amount is variable, please use the screen 
to donate the amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple Pay, Google Pay and 
Pay Wave.  30% of the donations goes to the First Collection (supporting the 
clergy) and 70% goes to the Second Collection i.e. the maintenance and 
development of the Parish. 
 
Planned Giving (Direct Debit or Credit Card) is also an option if you wish to do 
cashless donation to the parish, forms are available in the foyer and on our parish 
website or contact the parish office on 9622 1125. 
 
Setting up a one-time or recurring donation/Planned Giving is quick and easy. 
Just go to: www.mqofblacktown.org.au/donations.  

 PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING TO THE PARISH 

 
 

Some  planned Giving Envelopes for the 
upcoming financial year are now available for 
collection.  
 
If you are a new parishioner, or an existing 
parishioner who would like to join our Regular 
Planned Giving Program, please complete a 
Planned Giving Pledge Form on the back page of 
this bulletin. 
 
Completed forms may be returned to the Parish 
Office, placed in the collection basket, or 
emailed to accounts@mqofblacktown.org.au. 
 
For further information or clarification, please 
contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125. 

 
Thank you for your continued support. 

PLANNED GIVING APPEAL 

FUNDING, DONATIONS AND SPONSORSHIP FOR THE WITNESS 

We need you support especially financially. 
 
  GO FUNDME link       PAYPAL Link           BPOINT LINK 

Rosary Making Workshops 
Come along for a fun evening of community and craft-
ing rosary beads that will then be donated to the sick 
and dying in hospitals across our Diocese. The craft 
evening will be held on the following days: 20 August, 
10 September, 23 September, 15 October, 5 Novem-
ber. Costs are $5 per person – payable on arrival 
(includes all materials). To register and for more infor-
mation, visit:  parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops 

http://www.mqofblacktown.org.au/donations.
mailto:accounts@mqofblacktown.org.au
parracatholic.org/rosary-workshops
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Please support the advertisers that support us. Thank You! 
If you wish to advertise your business, call the Parish Office on 02 9622 1125.  Please understand that Mary Queen of the Family Parish cannot take 

responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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