
 
 

MARY, QUEEN OF THE FAMILY PARISH – PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING 
Board Meeting Room, St Patrick’s Offices 

16 April 2026, 7pm 
 
1. Opening Prayer – was prayed by all 

 
2. Attendance and apologies 
Present: Cryste Degollacion, Daniel Mangabat, Don DeMello, Eva Cheetley, Fran Satchell, 

Helena Vea, Marian Asiegbu, Savita Surendra, Trevor Brewty; Fathers Wim Hoekstra, 
Tom Green, Stephen Onyekwere  

Apology: Vincent Tabone, Erica Luiz & Deacon John Cinya 
 
In the absence of Vincent Tabone, Daniel Mangabat chaired the meeting 

Fran Satchell had agreed to replace Mary Mondeddu, and she was welcomed to the meeting. 
 
3. Minutes of the Previous Meeting 

Minutes of 19 March were approved on the motion of Don D and seconded by Marian A. 
 
4. Reflection 

Father Wim discussed the importance of Breaking the Bread and Discernment & the Importance 
of Prayer in our Parish and for personal development and faith formation. With reflection on last 
Sunday’s reading and its values towards us, and what it means for the Members of the Parish 
Pastoral Council going forward - how to Welcome and feel like you Belong to the Parish as a whole 
and the impact in the community. 
 

5. Discussion on Communication Platform 
The PPC agreed that the principal for of communication would be Email and the WhatsApp 
platform (App). There would be  two (2) main groups set up in WhatsApp – one for PPC Executive 
members and one for Parish Pastoral Council Members (PPC Members).  Communication should 
ONLY Include matters relating to PPC.  
Eva is ADMIN of for the WhatsApp groups, and Helena was also added as ADMIN. 
 

6. Subcommittee Report re Prioritising Strategies  
The PPC discussed different aspects of the report. 
 
1. Coordination Across Ministries Groups – Suggestions that a WhatsApp Communities as a 

simple, accessible way to strengthen communication throughout our parish. More 
importantly, it is an opportunity to draw our community closer together, break down silos 
between ministries, encourage collaboration, and support one another as we grow in faith. 
The pilot program would involve (1) St Joseph’s Men’s Group (2) The Events group and (3) 
Youth Ministry and would last for four weeks. Eventually to be rolled out to all group leaders, 
but review at the May meeting 
 

2. Ways for communication and call to action towards discernment and engagement between 
parish and parishioners. What are the best ways to communicate and engage parishioners? 
The following were identified: 



• Media form of information sharing –  
• Parish Bulletin – usually Jill and Parish team 
• Facebook: Jill and Joel manage 
• Youth Instagram (different levels of discussion);  
• Parish Website – run by Diocese but can be amended by Jill and Fr Wim. Areas need to 

be updated with current information 
• MQOF has a YouTube Channel – not active for 7 years! – Mqof Blacktown Masses used 

to be live streamed. Now suggested to move to current parishes live-streaming 
messages, e.g. Baulkham Hills 

• QR CODES:  needed registration for Current Events and Programs. Programs like: 
Witness, payment options, consultations & posters to indicate coming relevant events.   

 
3. WELCOME: PPC Greeting roster at both churches (St Pats and Michaels). Open to the 

Community – open to discussion a Consistency to Welcome, embrace Welcome and to wear 
badges for been identified as PPC members. 
 

4. Faith Formation and other matters: regarding ALL Sacramental Programs, from Baptism, 
Confirmation, Holy Communion, Marriage and any other form of relevant information for the 
parishioners. From the relevant reading(s) to Bible studies. 

 
7. Updates 

1. ALPHA – Update: First Session Update. 
Session one (1) good turnout. 18 registrations and in total 36 people attended, Food was 
provided by Michael and Diane Zerafa (main meal) and Eva Cheetley (dessert). 
 

2. Blacktown Quarter – Update. 
Details had been circulated about the Consultation, and would be advertised in the bulletin 
and posters. 
 

3. Replacement member 
As noted, Fran Satchel had replaced Mary Mondeddu as PPC member. 
 

4. Youth Ministry update  
All working well, but Cryste D advised of possibility of showing a documentary on Our Lady of 

Guadalupe – possibly in either May or October? 

 
8. General Business and Other Items 

1. 24 May Pentecost – Helena VEA  
Prayers of the Faithful would be in different languages at 10am Mas at St Pat’s – languages 
prayers to be chosen and given to readers, with English version of prayers on the slides. 
Corpus Christi plans were in motion. 
 

2. Fr Stephen – Building Strong Marriages in Changing Times: Friday, 24 April, 2026 at 7pm 
(location) St Andrews Marayong, Church, 36-40 Breakfast Road, Marayong. Cost – FREE. 
(Dinner included). 
 

3. Conference: Renewed & Sent Parish Summit (1 – 3 October 2026). Location: Campbelltown. 
for parish and community leaders as part of Divine Renovation  project. 

Fr Tom closed the meeting with the prayer. 
 
Meeting closed at 8.40pm - Next PPC meeting: 21 May 2026 @ 7pm. 


