
 

  

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Mary Queen of the Family (MQOF) parish 
strives to grow as missionary disciples of 
Jesus Christ, continuing to deepen in 
understanding the Sacred Scriptures and 
Sacred Tradition  of the Catholic Church 
and to live as a faithful and committed 
Catholic community, evangelising and 
responding to the needs of the family in 
the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 

LITURGY TIMES 
 

Sunday Masses 
 

5.30pm Sat Vigil (St Patrick’s) 
7.00am Sun (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sun (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sun (St Michael’s)  
10.00am Sun (St Patrick's) 
11.00am 4th Sun - Filo Mass  (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 
1.00pm - Syro-Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sun (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sun (St Michael’s) 
 
Weekday Masses 
 

St. Michael’s:  
8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri;  
7.30pm Wed only 
 

St. Patrick’s:  
9am Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat;  
7.30pm Fri only. 
 

RECONCILIATION  
 

St. Michael’s: Wed 6.30pm—7.20pm 

St Patrick’s:    Fri 6:30pm -7:20pm &  

                        Sat 9:30am -10:30am     
 

  HOLY HOUR 
St. Michael’s: Wed 6.30pm -7.30pm 
St Patrick’s:   Fri 6:30pm -7:30pm  
 
 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals & Anointing of the 
Sick by appointment. 
 

Parish Directory 
St. Michael’s Church - 58 Orwell Street, South Blacktown &  
St. Patrick’s Church - 51-59 Allawah Street Blacktown. 
 
Parish Office: At St. Patrick’s Church. Office Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-4pm 
Telephone: 02 9622 1125    Emergencies only:  02 8705 0830. 
Website: www.mqofblacktown.org.au Email: admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
Parish Team: 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Wim Hoekstra 
Assistant Priests: Fr Stephen Onyekwere, Fr Tom Green 
Deacon: Rev. John Cinya 
Finance Officer: Sarah Canete-Damole Email:  accounts@mqofblacktown.org.au 
Parish Secretary: Jill Franco Email: jfranco@mqofblacktown.org.au  
Sacramental  Coordinator: Parish Team 
Email: sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 
Catechist Coordinator: Sandra Baker 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members:  
Daniel Mangabat, Don DeMello, Erica Luiz, Eva Cheetley, Helena Vea, Josh Carr, 
Marian Asiegbu, Mary Mondeddu, Savita Surendra, Trevor Brewty, Vince Tabone,  
Fr Wim Hoekstra, Fr Tom Green, Fr Stephen Onyekwere & Deacon John Cinya. 
  

Parish Schools:  
St Michael’s Primary:       Phone 8869 6200 
St Patrick’s Primary: :  Phone: 8869 6000 
Nagle College:     Phone: 8887 4500               
Patrician Brothers College:    Phone: 8811 0300 
Ambrose Early Learning Centre (St Michael’s) :  Phone 0458 508 444 
 
Aged Care Facilities:  
Opal Nursing Home ( 37 Kildare Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148 ) P : 9852 9600  
Mullauna Retirement Village (61 Bungarribee Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148)   
 P : 8822 2100   
St Hedwig Village Blacktown (140 Reservoir Rd,  Blacktown 2148)  
 P:  8822 9920 

 

Weekly Bulletin 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish 
 

St. Michael’s Church, 58 Orwell Street, Blacktown & St. Patrick’s Church, 51-59 Allawah Street, Blacktown.   
 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.    

 
Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 

 
“Your light must shine before people, so that they will see the good things you do 

and praise your Father in heaven.”                                          Matthew 5: 13-16   
 

Today’s gospel-reading follows on immediately from last Sunday’s, in which we heard Matthew’s 
version of the Beatitudes. Before Jesus listed six categories of people who were blessed by God, 
namely the poor, the hungry, the merciful, the peacemakers and the persecuted, we are told that he 
had been joined by his disciples. After listing the six categories I have just mentioned, Jesus adopted 
a personal note, saying: “Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all 
kinds of calumny against you on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in 
heaven; this is how they persecuted the prophets before you.” These words were probably directed 
especially to his disciples, whom he proceeded to identify as salt and light and encourage to step out 
and confront the world, including their persecutors, with those very same gifts. It was tantamount to 
saying to them: “Whenever others abuse you, dazzle them with the good things you have to offer!” 
Those good things  - salt and light  -   are metaphors for the essence of the message which he had 
entrusted to them. Moreover, that message was so challenging that anyone who shared it would 
almost certainly be persecuted in return. Nevertheless, those who dared to share it could take 
satisfaction from the fact that their light would not have gone unnoticed and their salt would have 
savoured the situation to which it had been directed.  
 
I dare to suggest that the key to grasping the intent of Jesus’ words about salt and light is that he 
directed them to the group that were his disciples. His words were an invitation to a group. It was a 
call to the disciples to join together and give witness to the reign of God they were jointly living. The 
light of one person will not light up a city, but the combined light of a community will. Similarly, a grain 
of salt will season little by itself but the contribution of a grain of salt from each member of a 
community will provide enough to season and preserve whatever they touch together. In order to 
avoid the insipidness and darkness of the world that surrounded them, Jesus called his disciples to 
band together to bring the savour  and light of the reign of God to their world in need. (Cont’d…) 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES 

 

Wednesday 18th February 
 

7.30am - St. Michael’s 
9am  - St. Patrick’s 

12pm - St. Patrick’s (school attending) 
7.30pm - St. Patrick’s 
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St Joseph’s Men Group  
2nd & 4th Fridays | 7:00–9:00pm  

 

The St Joseph’s Men Group invites all men to deepen their faith, 
share life experiences, and recognise the presence of the Divine 
in everyday moments. Together, we build genuine brotherhood, 
strengthen self awareness, and grow through open 
conversation, reflection, and community.  
 
Alongside our regular gatherings, optional 
social activities such as trekking, fishing, 
and golf offer time for connection, 
friendship, and fellowship. 
 

We welcome you. Come as you are.  
Step in. Be part of the journey.  

Starting Friday 13 February  

(Cont’d…) Today’s first reading from Isaiah offers an insight into the 
kind of community that would make a difference. In the verses preced-
ing today’s reading, Isaiah voices God taking to task the Chosen peo-
ple for their empty attempts to get God’s attention and approval. In 
response to their complaints that God had taken no notice of them and 
responded to their prayers, they got the following answer: “Look, you 
do business on your fast-days, you oppress all your workmen; look, you 
quarrel and squabble when you fast and strike the poor man with your 
fist. Fasting like yours today will never make your voice heard on 
high…Hanging your head like a reed, lying down on sackcloth and 
ashes? Is that what you call fasting, a day acceptable to God?” (Isaiah 
58: 4-5) Today’s reading follows fast, stating what God required of the 
people of Israel: 
 
“Is not this the sort of thing that pleases me  -  it is the Lord God who 
speaks  -  to break unjust fetters and undo the thongs of the yoke, to let 
the oppressed go free and undo every yoke, to share your bread with 
the hungry and shelter the homeless poor, to clothe the man you see 
naked and not turn from your own kin? Then will your light shine like 
the dawn and your wound be quickly healed over.” (Isaiah 58: 6-8) That 
was a social justice programme for a whole nation! And it is a pro-
gramme to which Jesus returned in his words to the crowd, including 
his disciples, in today’s gospel extract from his Sermon on the Mount. 
 
No matter how impressive our list of individual gifts might be or our list 
of academic qualifications or our personal curriculum vitae, Jesus is not 
inviting us to be loners in lighting up our world or preserving it. He is not 
interested in offering us a recipe or a programme for individual salva-
tion.  
 
He invites us and baptises us into a supportive community whose 
members welcome and rely on one another and together reach out to 
our world to ensure that nobody is forgotten, neglected or overlooked. 
 
Jesus’ reference to the metaphor of light and his pointing to Jerusalem 
as a city on a hilltop sit comfortably beside other parts of the First/Old 
Testament. Psalm 27 identified God as “light”: “The lord is my light and 
my salvation, whom need I fear? (Ps 27: 1). Psalm 119 used “light” as a 
symbol for God’s word: “Your word is a lamp to my feet, a light to my 
path.” (Ps 119: 105) Identifying his disciples as light and salt (so treas-
ured that it was a substance used for paying salaries in the ancient 
world; the very word “salary” is a derivation of the word “salt”) effective-
ly stated that their responsibility as a group was to continue to keep 
God present in the world. 
 
As I read today’s second reading, I found it difficult to accept Paul’s 
description of himself knocking at the knees or trembling in his boots at 
the prospect of his telling the neophyte Christians of Corinth that the 
Cross, a sign of ignominy in the world they knew, was about to become 
central to their new lives. Paul was about to tell them the same mes-
sage we heard Jesus telling the disciples at the conclusion of last Sun-
day’s gospel-reading: that they would be subject to persecution for 
daring to give their allegiance to, and proclaim the message of, a Jesus 
who would be, and was, executed on a Cross.  The Cross, as we now 
appreciate, was Jesus’ passage to glory, his triumph over death and 
our guarantee of life eternal.  
 
Today’s three readings leave us in no doubt that we, too, will be 
abused, disregarded and even persecuted for giving our allegiance to 
Jesus and his message and that we, together with our companion 
members of the people of God, are called to join together in becoming 
light and salt for our world in need. All we have to do is to work with one 
another to find practical and effective ways of doing just that. Today’s 
first reading offers us a good place to start.  
 
© Br Julian McDonald cfc 
 

PARISH PLANNING DAY 

The suggestions provided by those 

present on the Parish Planning 

day held on 31 January are  

available on the parish website.. 
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FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—YEAR A 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Psalm 94:6-7  
O come, let us worship God 
and bow low before the God who made us, 
for he is the Lord our God. 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 58:7-10 
Your light will shine like the dawn. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 111:4-9. R. v.4  
R ~ A light rises in the darkness for the upright.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:1-5  
I came to you to proclaim Christ crucified. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: John 8:12 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
the man who follows me 
will have the light of life. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:13-16  
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘You are the salt of the earth. But if 
salt becomes tasteless, what can make it salty again? It is good 
for nothing, and can only be thrown out to be trampled 
underfoot by men. 
‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be 
hidden. No one lights a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on 
the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone in the house. In the 
same way your light must shine in the sight of men, so that, 
seeing your good works, they may give the praise to your Father 
in heaven.’ 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Cf Psalm 106:8-9  
Let them thank the Lord for his mercy, 
his wonders for the children of men, 
for he satisfies the thirsty soul, 
and the hungry he fills with good things. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All 
rights reserved.  

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
John McGettigan, Robert Braini, Paula Vella, Caroline Gunnulson, 

Lede Canete (Sarah’s sister-in-law) 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
Vincensa Zahra, Otto Zehentner, Joseph Anthony Dias,  
Santan and Lavinia Sequera, Adrian and Clair Hoekstra 

Colin Kennedy, George Lobo, Victoria Caruana 

 
DECEASED 

Antonia Aloysius Coutinho, Albert Dacosta, John Kennedy 
 

THANKSGIVING 
Imelda, Eddy (successful surgery) 

 
Mass intentions can be requested online at: 
https://mqofblacktown.org.au/mass-intentions/ 

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal Parramatta Diocese is 
hosting the Annual Holy Spirit Mission on the 21st February 
2026. Experience a life-changing encounter with the Holy 
Spirit open to everyone seeking a deeper understanding and 
connection with the Holy Spirit. Discover the Spiritual Gifts 
and how to grow in them. Receive encourage-
ment, help, and support from charismatic 
communities. 
Time:  12pm to 5pm 
Camilleri Hall, 198 Old Prospect Road, 
Greystanes. Enquiries—Dilani 0425 607 227  
Register Now for this free event. With QR 
code 

 

Formed provides the very best Catholic content from more 
than 60 organisations to help parishes, families and individ-
uals explore their faith anywhere. Supporting thousands of 
movies, children’s programs, eBooks, audio, parish pro-
grams and studies direct to your browser, mobile or con-
nected device.  
 
Scan the QR code and start exploring today! 

https://mqofblacktown.org.au/mass-intentions/


 

 

If you wish your child to be baptised here at MQOF Parish, 
please contact the parish office or go online. 
 
If this is your first child, you will need to attend a Baptism 
workshop.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 5th March, 2026 
at 7:00pm in the Cardinal Clancy Room. 
 

For more information please log on to our website:  
https://mqofblacktown.org.au/sacraments/#baptism 

 

MQOF 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2026 

 
Sacrament of Eucharist -First Communion 
For children eight/nine years of age or older who have received the 
Sacrament of Penance.  

 
• Online registration 3 April to 19 April 
• Workbook sessions from 27 April to 30 May 
• First communion Masses —  
 weekends of 6-7 June and13-14 June 

 
Sacrament of Confirmation 
For children ten/eleven years of age or older who have received the 
Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist.  
 

• Online registration 3 to 19 July  
• Workbook sessions from August 
• Confirmation Masses —  
 Tuesday 8 September at 7pm 
 Thursday 10 September at 7pm 

 
 Please keep an eye for emails and notices in 
Parish Bulletins and School Newsletters. 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments of 
Eucharist, reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to 
members who are unable to participate because of illness or 
aging.  For more information and to arrange receiving of the 
sacraments, please contact the Parish Office on  9622 1125 or 
after office hours number 02 8705 0830. 
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THE SACRAMENTS / MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES  

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

PARISH GROUPS 

CHRIST’S CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY GROUP 

Contact: Jane Cauchi, 0433 173 177  
Meeting Time and Venue: Fridays, 9.30am 
 Sid Moseley Centre, St. Michael’s Church 
All are welcome! 

 Love arts and crafts? Join us on every Tuesday, 10am
-1pm in the Sid Mosely Room, St. Michael’s and 
Fridays from 10am-12pm at the Cardinal Clancy 
Room, St. Patrick’s Church. Activities include 
embroidery, crocheting, knitting, painting and sewing.  
Contact Noemi Romero on 0475 798 770. 

JOSEPHITE 
COMPANIONS 

 

Contact: Antoinette Mangion, 0414 735 943 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 3rd Monday of the 
month, 10:00 am at Cardinal Clancy room, St 
Patrick’s Church 

LEGION OF MARY  
ST MICHAEL’S 

 

Contact: Max Rosario, 0490 137 533 (for statue 
bookings) President: Steve Attard.  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Thursday,  
9am-10.30am  at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s 
Church. 

LEGION OF MARY  
ST PATRICK’S 

 

Contact: Doris Zammit, 0419 274 002 (for statue 
bookings) 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Monday, 6:30pm at 
Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s Church.  
 

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF 
PRIESTS 

 

Contact: Max Rosario, 0490 137 533 
Meeting Time and Venue: Monday 9:30am-10:30am 
at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s Church.  
All are welcome!  

MQOF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
GROUP— 

MARYs PANTRY 

Contact: Frank Mangion,  0410 830 877 
 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday  after the  8am Mass, at St 
Michael’s church. 

CATECHIST MINISTRY Contact: Sandra Baker 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
For more information, please contact the parish 
office. 

TEHILLAH  
COMMUNITY  

Contact: Ash & Rozario Fernando , 0416 861 976 or  
0412 195 916 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd & 4th Saturday 
(during school term only), 2pm - 4pm at the Cardinal 
Clancy Room, St Patrick’s Church.  

TRUE LIFE IN GOD PRAYER 
GROUP 

 
Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd Saturday of the 
month, 3.00pm   at Sid Mosley Centre St Michael's 
Church  

YOUTH MINISTRY Contact: Parish Office 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
For more Information please contact our Youth 
Minister through the parish office. 
 

   SACRAMENTS 

 

https://mqofblacktown.org.au/sacraments/#baptism
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You can also send your offerings/donations thru bank 
transfer:  
 
FIRST COLLECTION: For the Diocesan  Clergy  
Account Name: Diocesan Clergy  
Bank: CBA      BSB: 067 950       
Account Number: 0000 4265 
Reference: 6004 - Donor’s Name 
 
 
SECOND COLLECTION: For the Parish  
Account Name: Blacktown Catholic Church 
Bank: CBA       BSB: 067 950     
Account Number:  0000 0677 

You can support the parish by:  
 
 The Tap & Go Machine. The machine amount is variable, please use the screen to 
donate the amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple Pay, Google Pay and Pay 
Wave.  All contributions go to the maintenance and development of the Parish as 
does the second collection at weekend Masses.  
 
Planned Giving (Direct Debit or Credit Card) is also an option if you wish to do 
cashless donation to the parish, forms are available in the foyer and on our parish 
website or contact the parish office on 9622 1125. 
 
Setting up a one-time or recurring donation/Planned Giving is quick and easy. 
Just go to: www.mqofblacktown.org.au/donations.  

 PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING 

5      

SYDNEY—THE 
INTERNATIONAL 
EUCHARISTIC 
CONGRESS 
 
The 54th 
International 
Eucharistic 
Congress (IEC) will 
be held in Sydney in 
September 2028. 
The IEC is a 
significant event in 
the Catholic Church 
held very 4 years to 
celebrate the 
Eucharist and 
depend the 
understanding  of 
the real presence of 
Jesus Christ. 

The event will 
feature large open-
air Masses and 
processions, and 
the them chosen by 
Pope Leo XIV is “This 
is My Body, Given for 
You”, emphasising 
the sacrifice of 
Christ. 
 
Remote preparation 
for the ICE will be 
starting soon, and 
there will be a small 
corner of our 
bulletin devoted to 
this preparation. 
 

Come, Be The Witness! 
 
The team at Be The Witness have 
added two new dates for chorus au-
ditions. We would like to invite all 
those interested to come and audition 
for this amazing production at St 
Patrick’s Church, Blacktown on ei-
ther: 
 
Monday 16th February – 6:30pm-
8:30pm 
OR 
Monday 23rd February – 6:30pm-
8:30pm 
 
To register and book your time, 
please scan the QR code and fill in 
your details. 
 
 

Friday 6th March 2026 
The Salvation Army, Blacktown 

2 Kempsey Street, Blacktown 2148 
Morning Service—10 am, Evening Service—7pm 

Contact: Major Patsy Shadbolt, 9834 9050 

http://www.mqofblacktown.org.au/donations.
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Please support the advertisers that support us. Thank You! 
If you wish to advertise your business, call the Parish Office on 02 9622 1125.  Please understand that Mary Queen of the Family Parish cannot take 

responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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Please support the advertisers that support us. Thank You! 
If you wish to advertise your business, call the Parish Office on 02 9622 1125.  Please understand that Mary Queen of the Family Parish cannot take 

responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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