
 

  

 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Mary Queen of the Family (MQOF) parish 
strives to grow as missionary disciples of 
Jesus Christ, continuing to deepen in 
understanding the Sacred Scriptures and 
Sacred Tradition  of the Catholic Church 
and to live as a faithful and committed 
Catholic community, evangelising and 
responding to the needs of the family in 
the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 

LITURGY TIMES 
 

Sunday Masses 
 

5.30pm Sat Vigil (St Patrick’s) 
7.00am Sun (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sun (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sun (St Michael’s)  
10.00am Sun (St Patrick's) 
11.00am 4th Sun - Filo Mass  (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 
1.00pm - Syro-Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sun (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sun (St Michael’s) 
 
Weekday Masses 
 

St. Michael’s:  
8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri;  
7.30pm Wed only 
 

St. Patrick’s:  
9am Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat;  
7.30pm Fri only. 
 

RECONCILIATION  
 

St. Michael’s: Wed 6.30pm—7.20pm 

St Patrick’s:    Fri 6:30pm -7:20pm &  

                        Sat 9:30am -10:30am     
 

  HOLY HOUR 
St. Michael’s: Wed 6.30pm -7.30pm 
St Patrick’s:   Fri 6:30pm -7:30pm  
 
 

Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals & Anointing of the 
Sick by appointment. 
 

Parish Directory 
St. Michael’s Church - 58 Orwell Street, South Blacktown &  
St. Patrick’s Church - 51-59 Allawah Street Blacktown. 
 
Parish Office: At St. Patrick’s Church. Office Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-4pm 
Telephone: 02 9622 1125    Emergencies only:  02 8705 0830. 
Website: www.mqofblacktown.org.au Email: admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
Parish Team: 
Parish Priest:  Fr. Wim Hoekstra 
Assistant Priests: Fr Stephen Onyekwere, Fr Tom Green 
Deacon: Rev. John Cinya 
Finance Officer: Sarah Canete-Damole Email:  accounts@mqofblacktown.org.au 
Parish Secretary: Jill Franco Email: jfranco@mqofblacktown.org.au  
Sacramental  Coordinator: Parish Team 
Email: sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 
Catechist Coordinator: Sandra Baker 
 

Parish Pastoral Council Members:  
Daniel Mangabat, Don DeMello, Erica Luiz, Eva Cheetley, Helena Vea, Josh Carr, 
Marian Asiegbu, Mary Mondeddu, Savita Surendra, Trevor Brewty, Vince Tabone,  
Fr Wim Hoekstra, Fr Tom Green, Fr Stephen Onyekwere & Deacon John Cinya. 
  

Parish Schools:  
St Michael’s Primary:       Phone 8869 6200 
St Patrick’s Primary: :  Phone: 8869 6000 
Nagle College:     Phone: 8887 4500               
Patrician Brothers College:    Phone: 8811 0300 
Ambrose Early Learning Centre (St Michael’s) :  Phone 0458 508 444 
 
Aged Care Facilities:  
Opal Nursing Home ( 37 Kildare Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148 ) P : 9852 9600  
Mullauna Retirement Village (61 Bungarribee Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148)   
 P : 8822 2100   
St Hedwig Village Blacktown (140 Reservoir Rd,  Blacktown 2148)  
 P:  8822 9920 

 

Weekly Bulletin 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish 
 

St. Michael’s Church, 58 Orwell Street, Blacktown & St. Patrick’s Church, 51-59 Allawah Street, Blacktown.   
 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.    

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 
 

“You can decide whether you’ll be loyal to God or not.”       Sirach 15: 15-20 
“You have heard it said to your ancestors: ‘You shall not kill; and whoever kills will be liable to 
judgement.’ But I say to you: ‘Whoever is angry with his brother will be liable to judgement…’”                              

Matthew 5: 17-37 
 

Today’s three readings are all related directly or indirectly to the topic of law and serve as an 
invitation to us to reflect on the place of wisdom and moral rectitude in our everyday lives. As entry 
into reflection, we might look at the way in which we approach the civil law that applies to our daily 
activities. Sometimes we might catch ourselves treating the laws that guide our use of public roads 
as though they are piecrust. -  made to be broken! The obverse of that is our obeying a law of the 
road to avoid a fine or punishment. The motivation for that is self-interest. When the risk of being 
caught diminishes, so too does the motivation for observing the law. So, those who frame road-use 
laws, for instance, make sure that disobeying them is more costly than complying with them. 
 
Today’s readings relate to God’s law rather than to our society’s penal law. Even though the first 
reading from Sirach presents a somewhat negative picture of God’s watching every single thing we 
do, the point underlying it is that abiding by God’s law will guarantee us a life of genuine quality, full 
of blessing and free from anxiety. (con’d) 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES 

 

Wednesday 18th February 
 

7.30am - St. Michael’s 
9am  - St. Patrick’s 

   12pm - St. Patrick’s (school attending) 
7.30pm - St. Patrick’s 

Fasting and Abstinence this Lent 

 

Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are days of fast 

and abstinence. The law of fasting (eating less) 

binds those who have completed their 18th year, 

until the beginning of their 60th year; the law of 

abstinence  from meat binds those who have 

completed their 14th year. (CCL 97, 1251f) 

 

Lent is a penitential season of prayer, self-denial and helping others.  
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(Cont’d…) The point that Paul makes to his community in Corinth is 
that, once they come to realise that opening themselves up to a rela-
tionship with Jesus will lead them into the embrace of God and the 
inspiration of God’s Spirit, they will have no need to rely on the kind of 
guidance that philosophers can offer. 
 

In the gospel-reading, we hear Jesus urging his disciples to avoid the 
kind of rigid, lock-step approach to law practiced by the scribes and 
Pharisees. Living peacefully and respecting everyone will lay the foun-
dation for a life faithful to God simply because living that way reflects  
God’s love for humanity. Jesus deliberately made reference to the story 
of Cain and Abel, pointing our that jealousy and the demeaning of a 
sister or brother are behaviours that can lead to the violence of murder.  
He underlined that message by stressing that presuming to make any 
offering to God would be meaningless if we had not first made peace 
with those around us…. 
 

Building on the truth that we are all created by a loving God for love, 
Jesus elaborated on several aspects of the Mosaic Law articulated in 
the Book of Deuteronomy. He pointed out that if God’s people couldn’t 
bring themselves to settle disputes and make peace with one another, 
they would resort to dragging one another to court and end up impris-
oning themselves by an unrestrained thirst for retribution. In speaking 
about respect for women, he observed that a man’s viewing of women 
as objects for sexual pleasure corrupted his heart with endless lust. 
Moreover, on the topic of divorce, he stated that putting a spouse under 
oppressive   and debilitating pressure made one responsible for the 
destruction of a marriage that ended in divorce. In our current world in 
which domestic violence is on the rise, our society needs to heed Je-
sus’ words and put them into practice, ensuring that women are always 
treated with respect and reverence and have no need to live in fear of 
the prospect of emotional and physical abuse. 
 

One of the misconceptions that developed in the minds of many of the 
people of Israel was that God’s Law consisted of a set of clearly ex-
pressed commandments to which they were expected to comply. Many 
of them, who had an intimate knowledge of the Law God had given to 
Moses and which was spelt out in detail in the Book of Deuteronomy, 
had somehow failed to grasp God’s word to them as it was conveyed 
by Moses: “For this Law that I enjoin on you today is not beyond your 
strength or beyond your reach. It is not in heaven, so that you need to 
wonder ‘Who will go up to heaven for us and bring it down to us so that 
we may hear it and keep it…No, the Word is very near to you, it is in 
your mouth and in your heart for your observance’”. (Deuteronomy 30: 
11-14) Jesus, in today’s gospel-reading was intent on explaining to his 
disciples that it is only when they ( and we) integrate God’s Law into 
our lives and interiorise it, that they (and we) will live it in such a way 
that it will motivate and inspire their/our decisions and actions. The law 
of love planted in our hearts is intended to find expression in the man-
ner in which we relate to everyone we encounter. A rigid, inflexible list 
of “shalts” and “shalt nots” will end up imprisoning us in fear. 
 

Anyone who has read Mao’s Last Dancer, the inspirational autobiog-
raphy of Chinese male, ballet dancer Li Cunxin will probably remember 
his reference to what he saw as one of the greatest challenges to be 
achieved by a truly accomplished dancer: absorbing and expressing 
the rhythm of the composer’s music so that it enlivens the performer. 
That is a very fitting metaphor for us who would live God’s Law of love. 
The challenge for us is to capture those we encounter as we dance to 
the music of God’s Law on the stage of our lives. 
 

To engage with today’s readings as participants rather than observers, 
we may well need to make some adjustments to the way in which we 
give expression to the law of love. The aim of our lives as disciples of 
Jesus has less to do with trying to accumulate God’s grace and ensur-
ing that we stay in God’s good-book than it does with our doing what 
we can to enrich the various communities to which we belong, making 
sure to breathe life and love into everyone we encounter and to be big 
enough to reconcile with everyone we happen to distance. 
 

© Br Julian McDonald cfc 
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SIXTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME—YEAR A 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf Psalm 30:3-4 
Be my protector, O God, 
a mighty stronghold to save me. 
For you are my rock, my stronghold! 
Lead me, guide me, for the sake of your name. 
 

FIRST READING: Sirach 15:15-20 
He never commanded anyone to be godless. 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 118:1-2. 4-5. 17-18. 33-34. R. v.1  
R ~ Happy are they who follow the law of the Lord!  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 2:6-10  
God in his wisdom predestined our glory before the ages began. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Matthew 11:25  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth; 
you have revealed to little ones the mysteries of the kingdom. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Matthew 5:17-37  
Jesus said to his disciples: ‘Do not imagine that I have come to 
abolish the Law or the Prophets. I have come not to abolish 
them but to complete them. I tell you solemnly, till heaven and 
earth disappear, not one dot, one little stroke, shall disappear 
from the Law until its purpose is achieved. Therefore, the man 
who infringes even one of the least of these commandments and 
teaches others to do the same will be considered the least in the 
kingdom of heaven; but the man who keeps them and teaches 
them will be considered great in the kingdom of heaven. 
 
‘For I tell you, if your virtue goes no deeper than that of the 
scribes and Pharisees, you will never get into the kingdom of 
heaven.  
 
‘You have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You must not 
kill; and if anyone does kill he must answer for it before the 
court. But I say this to you: anyone who is angry with his brother 
will answer for it before the court; if a man calls his brother 
“Fool” he will answer for it before the Sanhedrin; and if a man 
calls him “Renegade” he will answer for it in hell fire. So then, if 
you are bringing your offering to the altar and there remember 
that your brother has something against you, leave your offering 
there before the altar, go and be reconciled with your brother 
first, and then come back and present your offering. Come to 
terms with your opponent in good time while you are still on the 
way to the court with him, or he may hand you over to the judge 
and the judge to the officer, and you will be thrown into prison. I 
tell you solemnly, you will not get out till you have paid the last 
penny. 
 
‘You have learnt how it was said: You must not commit adultery. 
But I say this to you: if a man looks at a woman lustfully, he has 
already committed adultery with her in his heart. If your right eye 
should cause you to sin, tear it out and throw it away; for it will 
do you less harm to lose one part of you than to have your 
whole body thrown into hell. And if your right hand should cause 
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away; for it will do you less 
harm to lose one part of you than to have your whole body go to 
hell. 
 
‘It has also been said: Anyone who divorces his wife must give 
her a writ of dismissal. But I say this to you: everyone who 
divorces his wife, except for the case of fornication, makes her 
an adulteress; and anyone who marries a divorced woman 
commits adultery. 
 
‘Again, you have learnt how it was said to our ancestors: You 
must not break your oath, but must fulfil your oaths to the Lord.  

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Natalie Cabral, Glen Ingle, Julita Nunez 

Lede Canete (Sarah’s sister-in-law) 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARY 
Gesaina Porcu, Leila Lareza, Elsie Lobo 

 
DECEASED 

Holy Souls in Purgatory, Miriam Busutill, Deceased members of the 
Bacalla & Garth  families, Crespina Aguilar, Nelly Eco, Rex Scott, 

Arthur William McCarthy, Marie Rodrigues, Jerome Mathews 
 

SICK 
Fernando Pena 

 
THANKSGIVING 

Imelda, Eddy (successful surgery) 
 

Mass intentions can be requested online at: 
https://mqofblacktown.org.au/mass-intentions/ 

 

But I say this to you: do not swear at all, either by heaven, since 
that is God’s throne; or by the earth, since that is his footstool; or 
by Jerusalem, since that is the city of the great king. Do not 
swear by your own head either, since you cannot turn a single 
hair white or black. All you need say is “Yes” if you mean yes, 
“No” if you mean no; anything more than this comes from the 
evil one.’  
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Cf Psalm 77:29-30  
They ate and had their fill, 
and what they craved the Lord gave them; 
they were not disappointed in what they craved. 
 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the 
Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the 
Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights 
reserved.  

PARISH NEWS 
 

Parish Pastoral Council 
This Thursday 19th, at 7pm, the new Parish Pastoral Council 
will meet in the Board Room, and, among other things, will 
consider the suggestions provided by those present on the 
Parish Planning day held on 31 January are available on the 
parish website. 
 
Parish Finance Committee  will meet on Thursday week—
26th February. 
 
Lenten Groups  - the parish has copies of the Wollongong 
Lenten program “Compassio” available for purchase in the 
piety stall. It provides daily reflections but can also be used for 
group discussions. Price $10. If you’d like to try and form a 
discussion group, please contact the parish office. 
 
Blacktown Parish Project—there is no further information on 
this project. For those who may have missed out on this 
information, copies of an excerpt from the Dec 14th bulletin 
regarding the new Church project can be found on the table 
next to the Piety Shop at St Patick’s and the central doors at St 
Michael’s. 
 
Happy Lent 
Fr wim 

https://mqofblacktown.org.au/mass-intentions/


 

 

If you wish your child to be baptised here at MQOF Parish, 
please contact the parish office or go online. 
 
If this is your first child, you will need to attend a Baptism 
workshop.  
 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thursday 5th March, 2026 
at 7:00pm in the Cardinal Clancy Room. 
 

For more information please log on to our website:  
https://mqofblacktown.org.au/sacraments/#baptism 

 

MQOF 
SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM FOR 2026 

See full details at mqofblacktown.org.au and click on 

Sacraments for Children. 
 

Sacrament of Eucharist -First Communion 
For children eight/nine years of age or older who have received the 
Sacrament of Penance.  

 
• Online registration 3 April to 19 April 
• Workbook sessions from 27 April to 30 May 
• First communion Masses —  
 weekends of 6-7 June and13-14 June 

 

Sacrament of Confirmation 
For children ten/eleven years of age or older who have received the 
Sacraments of Penance and Eucharist.  
 

• Online registration 3 to 19 July  
• Workbook sessions from August 
• Confirmation Masses —  
 Tuesday 8 September at 7pm 
 Thursday 10 September at 7pm 

 

Please keep an eye for emails and notices in Parish 
Bulletins and School Newsletters. 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments of 
Eucharist, reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to 
members who are unable to participate because of illness or 
aging.  For more information and to arrange receiving of the 
sacraments, please contact the Parish Office on  9622 1125 or 
after office hours number 02 8705 0830. 
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THE SACRAMENTS / MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES  

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

PARISH GROUPS 

CHRIST’S CATHOLIC 
COMMUNITY GROUP 

Contact: Jane Cauchi, 0433 173 177  
Meeting Time and Venue: Fridays, 9.30am 
 Sid Moseley Centre, St. Michael’s Church 
All are welcome! 

 Love arts and crafts? Join us on every Tuesday, 10am
-1pm in the Sid Mosely Room, St. Michael’s and 
Fridays from 10am-12pm at the Cardinal Clancy 
Room, St. Patrick’s Church. Activities include 
embroidery, crocheting, knitting, painting and sewing.  
Contact Noemi Romero on 0475 798 770. 

JOSEPHITE 
COMPANIONS 

 

Contact: Antoinette Mangion, 0414 735 943 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 3rd Monday of the 
month, 10:00 am at Cardinal Clancy room, St 
Patrick’s Church 

LEGION OF MARY  
ST MICHAEL’S 

 

Contact: Max Rosario, 0490 137 533 (for statue 
bookings) President: Steve Attard.  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Thursday,  
9am-10.30am  at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s 
Church. 

LEGION OF MARY  
ST PATRICK’S 

 

Contact: Doris Zammit, 0419 274 002 (for statue 
bookings) 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Monday, 6:30pm at 
Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s Church.  
 

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF 
PRIESTS—CENACLE 

 

Contact: Max Rosario, 0490 137 533 
Meeting Time and Venue: Monday 9:30am-10:30am 
at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s Church.  
All are welcome!  

MQOF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
GROUP— 

MARYs PANTRY 

Contact: Frank Mangion,  0410 830 877 
 

ROSARY GROUP 
 

Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday  after the  8am Mass, at St 
Michael’s church. 

CATECHIST MINISTRY Contact: Sandra Baker 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
For more information, please contact the parish 
office. 

TEHILLAH  
COMMUNITY  

Contact: Ash & Rozario Fernando , 0416 861 976 or  
0412 195 916 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd & 4th Saturday 
(during school term only), 2pm - 4pm at the Cardinal 
Clancy Room, St Patrick’s Church.  

TRUE LIFE IN GOD PRAYER 
GROUP 

 
Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd Saturday of the 
month, 3.00pm   at Sid Mosley Centre St Michael's 
Church  

YOUTH MINISTRY Contact: Parish Office 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
For more Information please contact our Youth 
Minister through the parish office. 
 

   SACRAMENTS 

 

https://mqofblacktown.org.au/sacraments/#baptism
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You can also send your offerings/donations thru bank 
transfer:  
 
FIRST COLLECTION: For the Diocesan  Clergy  
Account Name: Diocesan Clergy  
Bank: CBA      BSB: 067 950       
Account Number: 0000 4265 
Reference: 6004 - Donor’s Name 
 
 
SECOND COLLECTION: For the Parish  
Account Name: Blacktown Catholic Church 
Bank: CBA       BSB: 067 950     
Account Number:  0000 0677 

You can support the parish by:  
 
 The Tap & Go Machine. The machine amount is variable, please use the screen to 
donate the amount you wish to give. It also accepts Apple Pay, Google Pay and Pay 
Wave.  All contributions go to the maintenance and development of the Parish as 
does the second collection at weekend Masses.  
 
Planned Giving (Direct Debit or Credit Card) is also an option if you wish to do 
cashless donation to the parish, forms are available in the foyer and on our parish 
website or contact the parish office on 9622 1125. 
 
Setting up a one-time or recurring donation/Planned Giving is quick and easy. 
Just go to: www.mqofblacktown.org.au/donations.  

 PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING 

5      

Come, Be The Witness! 
 
The team at Be The Witness have 
added two new dates for chorus au-
ditions. We would like to invite all 
those interested to come and audition 
for this amazing production at St 
Patrick’s Church, Blacktown on ei-
ther: 
 
Monday 16th February – 6:30pm-
8:30pm 
OR 
Monday 23rd February – 6:30pm-
8:30pm 
 
To register and book your time, 
please scan the QR code and fill in 
your details. 
 
 

 
LENTEN PROGRAM 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOW ON SALE AT THE PIETY SHOPS 

GET YOUR COPY TODAY! $10 

http://www.mqofblacktown.org.au/donations.
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Please support the advertisers that support us. Thank You! 
If you wish to advertise your business, call the Parish Office on 02 9622 1125.  Please understand that Mary Queen of the Family Parish cannot take 

responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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Please support the advertisers that support us. Thank You! 
If you wish to advertise your business, call the Parish Office on 02 9622 1125.  Please understand that Mary Queen of the Family Parish cannot take 

responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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