Mary, Queen of the Family

Parish, Blacktown

Parish Pastoral Council

MINUTES

Date Thursday 20" February 2025

Time 7pm — 8.30pm

Present Fr Wim, Fr Andrew, Fr. Ever, Cecil F, Savita S, Harlane P, Cryste D (Youth

Leader), Beato P, Josh C, Sidney L, Erica L

Apologies Helena V, Ekhlaas A, Deacon John

Item Agenda/ Issue Action/ Notes

1. Opening Prayer Fr. Wim

2. Actions & Minutes | e Harlane raised the issue about potholes in St. Michael’s car park with
from previous Sarah in the office. Fr. Wim mentioned that they are taking it up with
meeting the school at the moment. Harlane also mentioned the need for a

pedestrian crossing sign or something to make it safer for the older
people getting to the car park during the school days, with parents
driving through the car park — Fr. Wim to continue discussions with the
school & take up this action — Action Closed

e Names of the PPC members whose term ends in Oct/Nov’25 are Beato,
Harlane, Sidney, Ekhlaas & Cecil. The rest of the PPC members are
entitled to a second term — action closed, but Cecil to send the statutes
of the council to Fr. Wim — Action for Cecil

e Fr. Wim reminded the council that Ged is here Mon, Tues, Wed and Jill
is here Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri of the week — we should send the work to
Jill instead of Ged.

2, Formation - Video | e We watched a video on Formed — “Evangelisation in the Parish” —

conversation between Dr. Ben Akers & Brian Truckenbrod

o Diocese & Parish as centers of evangelization as opposed to places

where I just go to mass on Sunday

o  Evangelisation means “fo share the Good news of Jesus Christ that

God has become man in Jesus Christ, and that He saved us from our
sins and that He invites us to have the ‘life of God’ living within us
(which we call grace) and that He wishes all men to be saved and to
get that news out, He needs us to share that message”.

o  We are created to understand what the Good news is — it is meant to

change our life

o Itis the reason for the existence of the church

o Nexus of evangelization is the fidelity to the Gospel & fidelity to

modern man

o  We have to bring our Parishioners in to come and learn this good

news

o RCIA is the blessed process (ancient rite) of making the above

happen

o Encounter 2 Community 2 Formation = Mission




Pope JP II — said “Consider seeing your parish as a community of
communities, but of a size that allows for true human relationships”
Fr. Wim sent us the document “The pastoral conversion of the Parish
community in the service of the evangelizing mission of the Church”
— Action for all of us to read before next meeting

Update on
campaign to
expand list of
service ministers

O

O

O

Follow up of the Campaign to increase the number of parishioners on
the list of Ministers of the word, acolytes, welcome ministers etc.
Fr. Wim gave the council an update
The QR code is working — with a slight hiccup in the first week, but
the names keep coming through
So far 19 parishioners names were added to the list, with their
preferred ministry & preferred mass timings
The campaign will continue and we may get more names coming
through — Action for Fr. Wim to bring the final list to the next
meeting and the next steps being taken
The training that Fr. Wim is going to follow-up with these
parishioners (action) is — the material from the Brisbane
Archdiocese for the ministry of the word & the ministry of
communion — the parish will pay for the courses.

Continue Planning
& Prioritisation
Discussions for
2025.

Cecil invited the members to discuss what other pastoral activities we
would like to have in our Parish in 2025.

Fr. Wim called out that the calendar being circulated still has the 2024
dates in them — Action for Savita to follow-up with Jill to ensure
that this is updated with the respective 2025 dates

Cryste suggested having a pancake Tuesday fundraiser for VICTUS in
the week before lent — the suggestion was to go ahead with this
fundraiser (8am, 9.30am & 10am masses on Sunday 2™ March), but
Fr. Wim suggested that more advance notice of these fundraising
activities be given the next time — Action for Cryste to note this for the
future with regard to VICTUS planning.

Diocese sports day on 15 March — our Parish will send a youth team,
they have the jerseys and they have the team members, but no time for
practice

Cecil said there were 2 suggestions from the planning day — that would
be good to discuss — 1) Small family groups and the other was the 2)
the Alpha program.

In the Alpha program — the program runs for 10 weeks & involves a
group watching a video, discussing it, have a meal together &
discussing more.

Fr. Wim also suggested that you could start of with Alpha & then do a
catholic based program like café (which is a catholic based
continuation — something similar to what Archbiship Fulridge did) —
Action for Fr. Wim to investigate & get back to the team.

Fr. Wim — The secret to this Alpha program is that it seeks fellowship
& food and involves building a community. Alpha is a good beginning
program, but you have to have something to follow it up with

Harlane described how the alpha program was previously run years
ago in St. Michaels — the same format as stated above, but also a leader
in a small group of 5 or 6 people coordinated the discussion, and then
all the groups (about 10 in number got together & had a meal). It
worked well at that time. Erica was also part of that program and said
that people talked quite openly at those gatherings.

Suggestion that the small family groups could be birthed out of the
alpha program — and continue after the program is completed — these
groups could then meet and have faith formation (like the Symbolon
program as an example)




Josh asked if we could skip the Alpha program and go straight to faith
formation groups — as people were looking for a deeper relationship in
their faith. Fr. Wim said that even for the people that come on Sunday
— the Alpha program has a lot for them and it is a bit of eye opener for
them.

Harlane also indicated that Alpha will help form relationships in the
parish — which is the first step of encounter & then build community.
Erica also emphatically said that the program should also allow
children to attend, so that young parents are also able to attend.

Cryste — suggested having some sessions at Blacktown tavern — which
also has a children’s area

We could also have people car pool to these sessions.

Suggestion to have a core group to run the program

Fr. Wim suggested that we look at the website and reflect on how best
to run the program — he also suggested inviting someone who has had
the experience of running Alpha before — Action for Fr. Wim to
organize.

A link to the Alpha website was circulated on whatsapp.

Savita — sighted the example of Ann (one of parishioners), who started
a rosary for children, which worked quite well a few years ago.
However, the idea cannot be pursued further due to current safety
regulations etc.

Fr. Wim said that this week — the Lenten program booklets will be
available for parishioners to meet in groups and work through the
Lenten booklet. A QR code will be available on the weekend for
parishioners to register to join a group, or form one of their own. The
booklets are available for $5. We encouraged members of the PPC
who previously had thought of leading a small group - to form a
Lenten program group. — Action for PPC members to form a Lenten
program group.

Any Other business

Need to update the 2025 calendar — so we could give our parishioners
advance notice to key events.

Parousia media is bringing a few international speakers to Sydney this
year — names like Eward Sri, Deacon Harold etc. — Action for Josh to
get in touch with Charbel, to see if we could get more details.
Discussion on different catholic movies and the potential to show them
in our Parish. — Action for Cryste to explore and maybe see how we
get the license to air such movies, as a family event.

Sidney raised the issue of stock & the type of stock available in the piety
store — Fr. Wim indicated that Angelica Green & John Kurman are going
to be running it & he could have a say.

Children’s liturgy has stopped due to a lack of people availability on the
roster (apart from Marisa & Daniel — who are still willing to support).
Sidney suggested the name of Trevor & his family ( who are part of the
Tehilla group) are very involved in music and now are new to our parish,
they could be tapped to help out — Action for any member to solicit
their support.

Closing Prayer

Fr. Andrew led everyone in a closing prayer




