
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish 
 

St. Michael’s Church - 58 Orwell Street, South Blacktown. & St. Patricks’ Church - 51 –59 Allawah Street, Blacktown.  
  

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship    

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Mary Queen of the Family (MQOF) parish 
strives to live as a faithful and committed 
Catholic community, continuing to deepen in 
understanding the Sacred Tradition and Sacred 
Scripture of the Catholic Church and to grow as 
missionary disciples of Jesus Christ, 
evangelising and responding to the needs of 
the family in the Blacktown community and 
beyond. 

Parish Directory 
St. Michael’s Church - 58 Orwell Street, South Blacktown &  
St. Patrick’s Church - 51-59 Allawah Street Blacktown. 
 
Parish Office: At St. Patrick’s Church. Office Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-4pm 
Telephone: 02 9622 1125    A/H: 02 8705 0830. 
Website: www.mqofblacktown.org.au Email: admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
Parish Team: 
Parish Priest: Fr. Regie Lavilla, MSP.  
Assistant Priests: Fr. John Paul Escarlan & Fr. Chadi Ibrahim, SDB.   
Deacon: John Cinya 
Finance Officer: Sarah Damole Email:  accounts@mqofblacktown.org.au 
Secretaries: Ann Hart (Wed-Fri) & Gerald “Ged” Oblea (Mon & Tues)  
Email: admin@mqofblacktown.org.au  
Sacramental Coordinator: Gerald “Ged” Oblea. Mobile: 0422 724 008 
Email: sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 
Parish Assistant: Kaitlyn Vergano      Catechist Coordinator: Sandra Baker 
Youth Minister & Liturgy Coordinator: Blake Bano 

 
Parish Pastoral Council: Chair: Cecil Fernandes; Asst Chair: Ruth Miranda; Secretary: Eva Cheetley  
Members: Nathan Fernandes,  Sidney Lazum, Phi Nguyen, Jude Miranda, Joseph Azzi, Ashley Azzi, 
Harlane Petersen, Fr. Regie Lavilla, Fr John Paul Escarlan, Fr Chadi Ibrahim, Deacon John Cinya.  
 
Parish Schools:  
St Michael’s Primary:              
P : 8869 6200            https://www.stmichaelsblacktown.catholic.edu.au  
St Patrick’s Primary:               
P : 8869 6000            https://www.stpatsblacktown.catholic.edu.au  
Nagle College:                          
P : 8887 4507            https://www.nagleblacktown.catholic.edu.au 
Patrician Brothers College:    
P : 8811 0300            https://www.patsblacktown.nsw.edu.au  
Catholic Early Learning Centre (St Michael ’s) :  
P : 8814 8406             https://www.celcblacktownsth.catholic.edu.au  
Nursing Homes:  
Opal Nursing Home ( 37 Kildare Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148 ) P : 9852 9600  
Mulluana Retirement Village (61 Bungarribee Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148)  P : 8822 2100   
Catholic Healthcare St Hedwig Village Blacktown (140 Reservoir Rd,  Blacktown 2148) P: 8822 9920 

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B                                                              12TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

LITURGY TIMES DURING LOCKDOWN 
VIA LIVE STREAM 

 

Sunday Mass ~ 10.00am 
 
Weekday Masses 
 

Wednesday 6.30pm - Holy Hour with the Saints, 
followed by Mass. 
 
Friday 9.00am ~ Mass 
 
Connect & Join Mass via the LIVE stream services 
below: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/
blacktowncatholics 
Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCA0ZQ45DKzD6NW1Qucs2G3Q 
Twitch.tv: https://www.twitch.tv/MQOFBlacktown      
 
4th Sunday of the month - Filipino Mass—LIVE 
streamed. 11.15am.  For more information: 
www.filipinochaplaincy.org.au               

 
 

RECONCILIATION 
By request & appointment please call parish 
office. 

  

Funerals & Anointing of the Sick  
by appointment. 

 
 

Baptisms & Marriages 
Postponed until further notice. 
 

 

 
 
Dear Parishioners! 
 
As it is the first time I’m writing to you, I would like to introduce 
myself, but it is not needed once you already had, a few weeks ago, 
an introduction about me. Instead I would like just to highlight one 
thing that I believe and I care to let you know, because it is very 
important for me. 
 
The relationship: in the Salesian educational system, charisma, we have three pillars, Reason, 
Religion and Loving Kindness, but if it were up to me, I would change the word religion. 
Christianity is not about religion; it is about our relationship with Jesus. So I would change 
this word to relationship and without a good relationship with Him, we cannot have a good 
relationship with other people. I aim to enhance my relationship with God to be able to have a 
wonderful relationship with all of you, once we will be able to meet and encounter again in the 
real life, not only on the virtual life.  
 
In today’s Gospel we find that, to get in a relationship with someone you should know who is 
he, Jesus asks us: “Who do you say that I am?” Let us take a few moments and seriously ask 
ourselves: Who do we say Jesus is? Who is he to me / to us? Is he simply a man that lived 
over 2,000 years ago? Or is Jesus real to me? Let us ask ourselves: How does Jesus and his 
teaching and example of self-sacrificing love, affect my / our daily choices and actions? Is the 
impact significant? Or is it minor? 

 
The primary focus of our relationship with Him is not the 
multilectal miracles He had done, however we should be 
drawn to our Lord is because His Holy Word sink in deeply, 
changes us and draws us into communion with Him and so 
with everyone around us.  
 
Dear brethren let us seek out His living Word, spoken within 
the depth of our heart founding that beautiful interior 
transformation allowing Him to change our life with the 
continues encounter with Him. 
 

 Have a blessed Sunday and fruitful week. 

Fr. Chadi Ibrahim, SDB.  

https://www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics
https://www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA0ZQ45DKzD6NW1Qucs2G3Q
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCA0ZQ45DKzD6NW1Qucs2G3Q
https://www.twitch.tv/MQOFBlacktown


 

 

THE LITURGY  

TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YR~B 

ENTERANCE ANTIPHON:  Cf. Sir 36:18 
Give peace, O Lord, to those who wait for you, that your prophets be 
found true. Hear the prayers of your servant, and of your people 
Israel. 
 

FIRST READING: IS 50:5-9 
 
 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 114:1-6. 8-9. R. V.9 
 
(R.) I will walk in the presence of the Lord, in the land of the living. 
 
 

SECOND READING: JAS 2:14-18 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Gal 6:14 
 
Alleluia, alleluia!  
My only glory is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which crucifies the world to me and me to the world.  
Alleluia! 
 
 

GOSPEL: Mk 8:27-35 
 
Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round Caesarea Philippi. 
On the way he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say 
I am?’ And they told him. ‘John the Baptist,’ they said, ‘others Elijah; 
others again, one of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he asked, ‘who do you 
say I am?’ Peter spoke up and said to him, ‘You are the Christ.’ And 
he gave them strict orders not to tell anyone about him. 
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man was destined to 
suffer grievously, to be rejected by the elders and the chief priests 
and the scribes, and to be put to death, and after three days to rise 
again; and he said all this quite openly. Then, taking him aside, Peter 
started to remonstrate with him. But, turning and seeing his 
disciples, he rebuked Peter and said to him, ‘Get behind me, Satan! 
Because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’ 
He called the people and his disciples to him and said, ‘If anyone 
wants to be a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up 
his cross and follow me. For anyone who wants to save his life will 
lose it; but anyone who loses his life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it.’ 
 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Cf. Ps 35:8 
How precious is your mercy, O God! The children of men seek shelter in 
the shadow of your wings. 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968  
by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers.  
The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel 
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 
1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 
The prayers are from the English Translation of the Roman Missal © 2010 International Committee on 
English in the Liturgy Inc. (ICEL). All rights reserved.  

DAILY READINGS 

Monday 13th September: 1 Tm 2:1-8; Lk 7:1-10. 
Tuesday 14th September: Nm 21:4-9;Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17.  
Wednesday 15th September: 1 Tm 3:14-16; Jn 19:25-27  
Thursday 16th September: 1 Tm 4:12-16; Lk 7:36-50.  
Friday 17th September: 1 Tm 6:2-12; Lk 8:1-3.  
Saturday 18th September: 1 Tm 6:13-16; Lk 8:4-15.  
Sunday 19th September: Wis 2:12, 17-20; Jas 3:16 – 4:3; Mk 9:30-37 

CATECHISM OF THE CATHOLIC CHURCH 

PART ONE: THE PROFESSION OF FAITH 
SECTION TWO I. THE CREEDS 
CHAPTER TWO I BELIEVE IN JESUS CHRIST, THE ONLY SON OF GOD 
Article 4 "JESUS CHRIST SUFFERED UNDER PONTIUS PILATE, WAS 
CRUCIFIED, DIED AND WAS BURIED"  
Paragraph 1. JESUS AND ISRAEL  
 
III. JESUS AND ISRAEL'S FAITH IN THE ONE GOD AND SAVIOUR 
 
587 If the Law and the Jerusalem Temple could be occasions of opposition to 
Jesus by Israel's religious authorities, his role in the redemption of sins, the 
divine work par excellence, was the true stumbling-block for them.363 
 
588 Jesus scandalized the Pharisees by eating with tax collectors and sinners 
as familiarly as with themselves.364 Against those among them "who trusted in 
themselves that they were righteous and despised others", Jesus affirmed: "I 
have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance."365 He went 
further by proclaiming before the Pharisees that, since sin is universal, those 
who pretend not to need salvation are blind to themselves.366 
 
589 Jesus gave scandal above all when he identified his merciful conduct 
toward sinners with God's own attitude toward them.367 He went so far as to 
hint that by sharing the table of sinners he was admitting them to the messianic 
banquet.368 But it was most especially by forgiving sins that Jesus placed the 
religious authorities of Israel on the horns of a dilemma. Were they not entitled 
to demand in consternation, "Who can forgive sins but God alone?"369 By 
forgiving sins Jesus either is blaspheming as a man who made himself God's 
equal, or is speaking the truth and his person really does make present and 
reveal God's name.370 
 
590 Only the divine identity of Jesus' person can justify so absolute a claim as 
"He who is not with me is against me"; and his saying that there was in him 
"something greater than Jonah,. . . greater than Solomon", something "greater 
than the Temple"; his reminder that David had called the Messiah his 
Lord,371 and his affirmations, "Before Abraham was, I AM", and even "I and the 
Father are one."372 
 
591 Jesus asked the religious authorities of Jerusalem to believe in him 
because of the Father's works which he accomplished.373 But such an act of 
faith must go through a mysterious death to self, for a new "birth from above" 
under the influence of divine grace.374 Such a demand for conversion in the 
face of so surprising a fulfilment of the promises375 allows one to understand 
the Sanhedrin's tragic misunderstanding of Jesus: they judged that he deserved 
the death sentence as a blasphemer.376 The members of the Sanhedrin were 
thus acting at the same time out of "ignorance" and the "hardness" of their 
"unbelief".377 
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Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the sacraments of Eucharist, 
reconciliation, and    anointing of the sick to members who are unable to participate 
because of illness or aging.  For more information and to arrange receiving of the 
sacraments, please contact the Parish Office on  9622 1125. 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

 
 
 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Maria Psaida; Lawrence Gerard Misso; Beryl May Gallagher 

 
 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES 
George Zerafa; Crispin Abalos.  

 
 
 

SICK 
Lourdes Domingo; Robert Vesey, Joan Clout, Laurie Grima, D.J. Nelson,  

 Angela Mikhaiel, Ike Lutaos 
 

Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will be published for 4 weeks at a time. 
 
 

 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

SAINT JOHN CHRYSOSTOM, BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH ~  
13th September 

 

THE EXALTATION OF THE HOLY CROSS ~ 14th September  
 

OUR LADY OF SORROWS ~ 15th September  
SAINTS CORNELIUS, POPE, AND CYPRIAN, BISHOP, MARTYRS ~ 16th September 

SAINT ROBERT BELLARMINE, BISHOP AND DOCTOR OF THE CHURCH ~  
17th September 

FEAST DAYS 



 

 

PARISH GROUPS 

BIBLE STUDY  
GROUP 

Contact: Richard Desa, richarddesa@bigpond.com 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Thursday, 7:30pm 
to 9:00 pm at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s 
Church.  

HOLY FAMILY 
FELLOWSHIP PRAYER 

GROUP 

Contact: Charles Hyson, 0412 631 602, 
www.holyfamilyfellowship.com  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd Saturday 
6:30pm-9:30pm at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s 
Church. 

INTERCESSORY 
PRAYER GROUP 

Contact: Tony Fernando, 0434 828 297 
Meeting Time and Venue: Mondays & Tuesdays, 
7:00pm-8:00pm at Cardinal Clancy room,  
St Patrick's Church 

JOSEPHITE 
COMPANIONS 

Contact: Antoinette Mangion, 0414 735 943 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 3rd Monday of the 
month, 10:00 am at Cardinal Clancy room, St 
Patrick’s Church 

LEGION OF MARY  
ST MICHAEL’S 

Contact: Max Rosario  0490 137 533 (for statue 
bookings)  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Friday,  
5:30pm – 7:30pm at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s 
Church. 

LEGION OF MARY  
ST PATRICK’S 

Contact: Maurice Bru 0419 626 583 (for statue 
bookings) 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Monday, 7:30pm at 
Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s Church.  
Juniors meet every Friday at 4:30pm. 

MARIAN MOVEMENT 
OF PRIESTS 

Contact: Max Rosario, 0490 137 533 
Meeting Time and Venue: Monday 9:30am-10:30am 
at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s Church.  
All are welcome!  

MQOF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
GROUP 

Contact: Jude Besterwitch,  0435 588 309 
Meeting Time and Venue: 2nd Sunday of every 
month, 12pm—2pm  at Cardinal Clancy room,  
St Patrick’s Church 

ROSARY GROUP Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Monday, Tuesday, 
Thursday & Friday  after the  8am Mass, at St 
Michael’s church. 

TEHILLAH  
COMMUNITY  

Contact: Ash & Rozario Fernando , 0416 861 976 or  
0412 195 916 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every 2nd & 4th Saturday 
(school term) between 2pm & 4pm at the MPA,  
St Patrick’s Church. 

TRUE LIFE IN GOD 
PRAYER GROUP 

Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
Meeting Time and Venue: 3.00pm every second 
Saturday of the month at St Michael's Church  

YOUTH MINISTRY  
Contact: Blake Bano 
Blake@mqofblacktown.org.au 
Meeting Time and Venue: Every Sunday from 4pm & 
6:30pm at Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s Church. 

We’re helping keep our community COVID safe by recording 
contact details. It’s easy to check in: 

1  Scan QR Code with your smartphone camera or QR reader. 
2  Follow the prompts on the Service NSW app or on the     
    Service NSW webform. 
3  Show a volunteer that you’ve signed in. 
    We respect your privacy. 

 
 

This QR Code is for Mary Queen of the Family Blacktown, located at 51– 59 Allawah Street, 
Blacktown  

 

 

 

We are a welcoming parish…  you are invited, welcomed, accepted, loved and respected by the Catholic 
Community of Mary, Queen of the Family.  If you are not an active member of this Community, consider 
partaking in what we have to offer.  We serve the Community through outreach, education, social activities, sacramental 
preparation, youth and comfort to the sick and mourning.  In addition to our spiritual and outreach organisations, 
perchance you have an interest in joining one of our many liturgical ministries such as: Minister of Holy Communion, 

Reader/Commentator, Welcomer, Collectors, Minister of DVP/Power Point, Catechists etc.  Volunteers are formally registered by filling out a Join a 
Ministry form that is then entered into the parish data system (information supplied remains confidential).  These forms are available from the parish office 
or in the church foyer.                                                                                                                                                                              

As announced by the NSW Premier, Gladys Berejiklian, 
Greater Sydney, the Blue Mountains, Wollongong and 
Central Coast will extend its lockdown at least until 
midnight on Thursday 30th September 2021.  
 

In light of this announcement public Masses, Church 
buildings  are closed and other parish activities / meetings 
are postponed until further notice. 

 
Dispensation from Mass 
The dispensation from Sunday Mass obligation remains in place (Canon 1247, 
Canons 85 and 87, and Catechism of the Catholic Church 2180-2188). Once 
the dispensation is lifted it will be communicated to our parishes, agencies and 
ministries. 

IMPORTANT COVID~19 UPDATE 

PLEASE CHECK IN BEFORE ENTERING OUR PREMISES 
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SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In light of the extended lockdown due to COVID19, the decision has 
been made to postpone all sacramental programs until further notice. 

 
Once restrictions have eased and things have settled down, we will 
plan some new dates. This will be communicated to you once this 

happens. 
 

We apologies for any convenience this may cause. 
 

If you have any questions, please call Gerald “Ged” Oblea,  
(Sacramental Coordinator) at the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or 
0422 724 008  or email : sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 

 

 

THE SACRAMENTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Parents wishing to have their children baptised are to contact 
the parish office prior to attending a Baptism workshop.  

The next workshop will be announced.  
For more information please logon to our website: 

 https://mqofblacktown.org.au/sacraments/#baptism 
 
 

4 12 September 2021                                                                     Mary Queen of the Family 
Parish 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gracious God, you love and care for all of your children, especially the 
smallest and most vulnerable. We entrust to you the lives of children and 
adults at risk who have been sexually abused, and whose trust and 
innocence have been destroyed. Help us to hear their cries of pain and to 
take responsibility for those whose lives have been broken. Help us to 
recognise the hurt felt by those wounded by abuse, and the failure to be 
heard. We pray that with the help of your grace communities and families 
will find understanding and support, so that now and in the future their 
wounds may be healed and they may find lasting peace. Let your grace and 
love fall gently now upon our children and adults at risk, giving them the 
inner strength, peace and resilience to seek out assistance when required. 
We ask this prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen  

SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY PRAYER 2021 

https://mqofblacktown.org.au/sacraments/#baptism


 

 
5 12 September 2021                                                                      Mary Queen of the Family 

 

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

 Here is a direct link to our “Catholic SRE Learning from Home” 
materials for parish families:  
 
https://www.ccress.org.au/learning-from-

home-sre-lessons/ 
 

New Learning from Home lessons have 
been uploaded and are available for  
parents to access across NSW. 
These include user-friendly Click & Learn 
PowerPoints and home activity sheets. 

SRE LEARNING FROM HOME 

PARISH SCHOOLS ENROLMENTS YOUTH CORNER 

https://www.ccress.org.au/learning-from-home-sre-lessons/
https://www.ccress.org.au/learning-from-home-sre-lessons/


 

 

 

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 
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THE SUNDAY FLOCK 

BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

Father Regie will be leading Holy Hour with the Saints from 6.30pm on 
Wednesday evening.  
 
Parishioners will also be giving the opportunity to send in Mass  
intention requested that will mentioned during the holy hour. 
 
Mass intentions can either be email to the parish office or register via 
our website. Once you reach our main page select the “Connect with Us” 
button, followed by Mass Intentions. Simply fill in the online form. 
 
Mass will also be celebrated and LIVE streamed on Friday mornings at 
9.00am 
 
We look forward to you joining and connecting with us. 

A NOTE OF THANKS!  HOLY HOUR  INTENTIONS 

The organizing committee of Mary, Queen of the Family Parish Feast Day 
2021, would like to thank all our parishioners, sponsors, donors, souvenir 
book advertisers, clergy and parish supporters for their support which has 
contributed to the success of this religious event.  
 
Michael Vassili Barristers & Solicitors; Borrower First;  Lourdes Medical Cen-

tre, Blacktown; Filipino Chaplaincy, Diocese of   
Parramatta; Sudanese Chaplaincy, Diocese of Parramatta;  

Syro-Malabar Chaplaincy, Diocese of Parramatta; The Tehillah Community; 
The Legion of Mary; Candida Irugalbandara & Family;  

Living Word Servants Community; The Risen Lord Servants  
Community, Australia; Cofradia Del Sto Nino of Sydney Inc.;  

Invocare Memorial Park & Gardens, Sydney; Sullivan's Church Store;  
Mama Lor Restaurant & Bakery;  

Sant's Business & Management Assistance; Mix N' Match Bakehouse; BAC 
Systems; Wright & Sons Tiling Pty Ltd. Australian Healing & Balance Centre;  

Norwest Select Property Group; i-Travel with Susan Clark;  Glen Murray 
Plumbing; PrintXPress Plus; Craig's Handyman & Garden Solutions; 
Link2Community; MQOF Intercessory Group; MQOF Flower Ministry;  

St. Joseph's Men's Group;  TomKat Roofing; Michael Zerafa;  
The Petersen Family; Len Cruz & Family; Kate Destura & Family;  

Ruth Lee & Family; Imelda Valve & Family;  
Evelyn Balagtas & Family; Cecille Ducut & Family;  

Hosanna Apparel; Kathie Collins OAM; The Lions Group. 
 
 

Our Parish Feast Day souvenir program is still  
available to be purchased via our  

parish office or website:  
https://www.mqofblacktown.org/shop  

Hard copy version $10.00 & Digital Copy $7.50. 
Thank you for your on going prayers and support. 

SOUVENIR PROGRAM 

BUILDING SAFE PARISHES TOGETHER  

The Australian Catholic Bishops Conference has designated the second Sunday in 
September each year as Safeguarding Sunday. This Sunday falls at the end of 
Child Protection Week. Today is an opportunity to remind ourselves of the Dio-
cese of Parramatta’s Commitment to Safeguarding:  
• We are committed to being a community of Safeguarding  
• We will have zero tolerance to abuse of any form  
• We are committed to ensuring children and vulnerable adults under our 

care are safe, protected and enabled to flourish.  
CEDP Teachers who volunteer within Parishes: 
The Royal Commission into Institutional Response to Child Sexual Abuse’s Child 
Safe Standard 7 states: 
Staff are equipped with the knowledge, skills and awareness to keep children safe 
through continual education and training 
As a result, each organisation has an obligation and responsibility to ensure its 
workers (paid and volunteers) undertake mandatory safeguarding training.  
Within the Diocese of Parramatta there is an agreement with Catholic Education 
Diocese of Parramatta (CEDP) in regards to the Safeguarding Training of its 
teachers who volunteer in their parish communities. 
We ask that teachers working within CEDP schools in the Diocese present their 
current (last 12 months) certificates of completion for their child protection train-
ing.  Their Parish Office will note that training and its date for their records and 
acknowledge the satisfactory completion of Mandatory Modules 1 and 2.  
Teachers within CEDP schools will then be asked to complete the third mandatory 
module ‘Safeguarding Adults at Risk’. 
Completion of diocesan safeguarding training is required every two years. 

BOOK OF REFLECTIONS BY FR. JOSEPH LAM 

Seeing how distressed his parishioners were at being 
locked out of their church, Fr Joseph (Joe) Lam, parish 
priest of St Finbar’s Parish in Glenbrook has written a book 
of reflections to help them cope and even find goodness 
that might come from the pandemic. He’s also donating the 
proceeds of the book, I Will Cause My Spirit To Enter You 
And You Shall Live: Biblical Theological Essays on the Pan-

demic to the Diocese of Parramatta’s Clergy Support Foundation 
For over 15 years, Fr Joe has lectured theology in Germany, Italy, Bel-
gium, Africa, the US and Australia. He has authored six monographs and 
over 60 peer-reviewed articles in German, English, Italian and Spanish. 
Costs $AUD9.99 plus postage. It can be purchased directly from Fr Joe. 

To order a copy, email Fr Joe at joseph.lam@parracatholic.org. 

https://www.mqofblacktown.org/shop
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Setting up a one-time or recurring donation/Planned Giving is quick and 
easy. Just go to: www.mqofblacktown.org.au/donations. 
You can also send your offerings/donations thru bank  
transfer:  
 

FIRST COLLECTION: For the Diocesan  Clergy  
Account Name: Diocesan Clergy  
Bank: CBA      BSB: 067 950      Account Number: 0000 4265 
Reference: 6004 - Donor’s Name 
 

SECOND COLLECTION: For the Parish  
Account Name: Blacktown Catholic Church 
Bank: CBA       BSB: 067 950    Account Number:  0000 0677 
Reference: 6004 ~ Donor’s name 

 
If you encounter any issues signing up, please email Sarah at accounts@mqofblacktown.org.au.  

 

Thank you so much for your continued support of our parish.  
We are grateful! 

 
 

 

PLANNED GIVING PROGRAM 

 

PARISH NEWS AND EVENTS 

FOR REGULAR DONORS 
 
We thank you for your financial support to our Parish, your regular and frequent contributions support us in our mission and nourish the 
parishioners.  
 
 New Set of Planned Giving Envelopes are now available for collection in the foyers of both churches. If your envelopes are 
not in the box please let us know by placing your name, address and envelope number on the registration form provided and 
we will get them to you as soon as possible. 

 
 Receipts for the PLANNED GIVING ONLY – if you need receipts, please write you name down on the clipboards which are in 
the foyers of our Churches. Receipts will be available on the second weekend of July. It will be kept in the foyers up until the 
first weekend in August.  Please note that Planned Giving IS NOT TAX DEDUCTIBLE. 

 
 Caritas and Catholic Foundation - receipts will automatically be issued to you (if you have indicated to do so). Otherwise, 
please register your name on the form provided at the foyer if you need one. 
 
FOR NEW DONORS 
 

If you would like to participate in the Regular Planned Giving Program, please complete your details on the form supplied at the back of the 
church and return it to the Parish Office or put in the collection bucket or email the completed form to accounts@mqofblacktown.org.au. 
 

 PLEASE CONSIDER ONLINE GIVING 

 The passing of collection plates by 
parishioners along the pews is now a thing 
of the past as most dioceses and churches 
have already decided to stop using it to 
help stop the spread of the virus.  
 
 The machine is set at $10, to donate more 

than $10 simply tap your credit card as many times as you like. It 
also accepts Apple Pay, Google Pay and Pay Wave. All contributions 
go to the maintenance and development of the Parish as does the 
second collection at weekend Masses.  
  
Planned Giving (Direct Debit) is also an option if you wish to do 
cashless donation to the parish, forms are available in the foyer and 
on our parish website. Collection buckets are still also available in the 
church and foyer. 

   TAP & GO MACHINE 

Thank you for caring for our retired clergy 
Thanks to your kind and compassionate support, the Clergy Support 

Foundation can continue to ensure our priests’ physical, emotional, and 
mental wellbeing is nurtured. And, where needed, support our ageing 

priests’ daily living, health care and medical expenses; along with home 
comforts and essentials for living well. 

Donations for the Father’s Day Appeal can be made at parracatholic.org/
fathersdayappeal or call (02) 8838 3482. 

BISHOP’S FATHERS DAY APPEAL 

http://www.mqofblacktown.org.au/donations
about:blank
https://parracatholic.org/parishfathersdayappeal/
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LOURDES  
Medical Centre - 
BLACKTOWN 

GP Required 
• Doctor owned well  
established    practice. 
* AGPAL Accredited. 
* Nursing, Pathology and Allied 
health on site.  

P: 0421 2180 72  
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au    

 
Are you between 7 and 65 YO with a disability? 
Are you struggling with accessing Services? Do 
you need help with managing your NDIS funding?  
We can help! Call Erica 0410 372 076;  

 

ABLE CHOICE PTY LTD 

NDIS Registered Provider 
PO Box 8071  
ARNDELL PARK NSW 2148 

    

    
    

    

 

If you wish to advertise your business, call the Parish Office on 02 9622 1125.  Please understand that Mary Queen of the 
Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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 Please support the advertisers that support us. Thank you.  

    

    
CELEBRATING  500 YEARS OF CHRISTIANITY  

 1521 - 2021 and 30 YEARS OF BOHOLANO & FRIENDS OF 
AUSTRALIA (BAFA) 

 

INVITATION:  Thanksgiving Mass & Prayer  in honour to the Towns Patron 
Saints (Traditional Fiesta for each Town in Bohol) for the months of  Jan & 
Feb and towards the succeeding months, EVERY 4th SUNDAY OF THE 
MONTH, held @ St Michael’s Church at 58 Orwell St, Blacktown.  
Fellowship follows and meet your Boholano TOWNMATES ANZ. 
 

Sponsored by: Bohol Golf Town mates at Blacktown Library  
(a Multicultural Mentorship/Escort that is made Simple & Inexpensive to 
Learn & Play Golf); TBTK-2021 ANZ; BAFA 2021 Officers;  BAFA Simba Gabi  
Group. Any Enquiries please email: boholgolftownmates@hotmail.com or  
call 0418 489 155/ 0402 453 688.  

 

mailto:therese@lourdesmc.com.au


 

 

 
 
 

Pastoral letter to the young people of Western Sydney  
and the Blue Mountains 

 

 
“I am with you always” Matthew 28:20 

 
 
My dear young people of Western Sydney and the Blue Mountains, 
 
I write to you today from my own small apartment in Harris Park, in one of countless LGAs of 
concern across Sydney. COVID cases are frighteningly high in suburbs surrounding me. Like 
you, I have been locked down for almost 12 weeks and my balcony, with its small makeshift 
garden has become an intimate place of respite from the concrete walls of my building. 
 
I want to let you know that I have been thinking deeply about the situation we share. There 
is no doubt that the restrictions and subsequent impact on your life, family, and friends is 
being felt just as strongly by you. It’s OK to feel angry, emotional, overly dependent or 
withdrawn. I imagine, too, that you’re overhearing the stress that your parents, guardians, or 
roommates are under with home schooling, working from home, loss of income, relationship 
strain, loneliness or even too many people living too closely together.  
 
I can’t imagine what the loss of important milestones in your life might feel like at this time, 
but I do know that through the example of Jesus you will be resilient, adaptive and bounce 
back. His resurrection is proof that there is always light in the darkness. 
 
Most heartbreaking for me in recent weeks has been what reports are calling the “shadow 
pandemic”. Each day more than 40 children and teenagers from our own backyard are being 
rushed to emergency departments due to self-harm and mental health problems. 
 
We’ve put so many things on hold - during this time - that give us hope. Hope is what gives us 
the most joy in life and sometimes on our worst days I know it can feel like we’re just not 
moving anywhere and progressing. Anxiety, depression, and far worse, is on the rise.  
 
During this time, please, keep talking. Whether it be face-to-face around the dinner table or 
over the phone or Zoom. Please, also keep walking and keep active. Walk with a friend who 
lives nearby or someone you live with. Exercise is so good for our mental health and our 
bodies. It gets us out of the four walls that can feel oppressive, dark, and confined, and into 
the sunlight that is warm on our face and the fresh air moving through our lungs. 
 



 

This R U OK?Day, I encourage you to consider going a little more deeply in supporting each 
other and turn that one, simple, but potentially powerful question into a true conversation. 
 
I’m also pleased to share with you a website we launch today called With You 
(parracatholic.org/withyou) a collection of new initiatives we’ve developed to journey with 
you, accompanied by some outstanding resources that I pray will find, and grow that sense 
of HOPE in your hearts during these challenging times. This includes content from some 
wonderful organisations. Remember that there is absolutely no shame in reaching out to 
them for help. 
 
I will continue to pray for you and your good health. May you find continued peace and 
serenity during these troubled times. As scripture reminds us, we are not to be afraid nor 
dismayed, for our Lord is with us wherever we go. 
 
I have found great comfort lately in reflecting on the scriptural account of the ‘Journey to 
Emmaus’ and particularly turning my mind to how the disciples felt on the road and knowing 
that they could share with each other their doubts and struggles that the Lord became 
present to them. In such company they journeyed on to Eucharist and then mission.   
 
We have so much to look forward to together.  
 

In Christ, 
 

 
Most Reverend Vincent Long Van Nguyen OFM Conv 

Bishop of Parramatta 
 

Given at Parramatta on 9 September 2021 
 
 

parracatholic.org/withyou

