
 

 

DAILY READINGS 
 

M    4 Jan:  1 Jn 3:22, 4-6;  
                     Mt 4:12-17, 23-25 

Tu    5 Jan:  1 Jn 4:7-10;  
                       Mk 6:34-44  

W     6 Jan:   1 Jn 4:11-18;  
                       Mk 6:45-52 

Th     7 Jan:  1 Jn 4:19, 5:4;   
                       Lk 4:14-22 

F       8 Jan:   1 Jn 5:5-13 
                        Lk 5:12-16 

Sa      9 Jan:  1 Jn 5:14-21;  
                        Jn 3:22-30 

Su     10 Jan:  Is 42:1-4,6-7;  
                        1 Jn 5:1-9; Mk 1:7-11 
                         

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, 
 Blacktown 

 We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship    
THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD                                            3 JANUARY 2021 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a 
welcoming, diverse, multicultural, 
Catholic community.  
 
We seek: to live, teach and share the joy 
of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of 
Jesus through prayer, witness and action 
and to respond to the needs of the family 
in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 

LITURGY TIMES 
 

Weekday Masses 
 

St Michael’s: 8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

 

St Patrick’s: 9am Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, 
Sat and 7.30pm Friday only.  

 

Sunday Masses 
 

5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 
7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.00am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass             
(St Michael’s) 

2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 
1:00pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 

5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 

Reconciliation: 
 

St Michael’s: Wednesday 6:45pm-7:25pm  
St Patrick’s: Fr iday 6:45pm-7:25pm &    
Saturday 9:30am-10:25am 
 

Holy Hour:  
St Michael’s: Wednesday 6:30pm—7:30pm 

St Patrick’s: Fr iday 6:30pm—7:30pm  
 

Baptisms, Marriages & Funerals by  
appointment. 

The Epiphany! 
 

This Sunday we are celebrating Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. 

The meaning of the word "epiphany" has its roots in the Greek language. 

The first part of the word, "epi," means "upon." The second part, 

"phainein," means "to show." By combining these two meanings, "to show 

upon," we are reminded of the manifestation of the glory of Jesus Christ to 

the Gentiles. The or iginal purpose of the Feast of Epiphany, which had 

its beginning in the Eastern Church during the 3rd century, was to 

commemorate how the glory of Christ was revealed to the Gentiles. 
 

This feast is also known to many of us as the Three Kings or Three Magi 

Sunday. The Gospel of Matthew does not really say the exact number of 

the Magi, although somehow tradition tells us that there were three wise 

men/three kings due to the number of gifts that these Magi brought for the 

child. 
 

These gifts are indeed very symbolic. They indeed say something of who this 

Child is: Gold - a symbol of royalty: “This child is truly a king”. Frankincense - 

part of the Temple worship. A sign of Divinity. This child is truly Divine. Myrrh - 

to anoint the bodies of the dead. This child will be victorious through suffering 

and death. Hence, with these gifts, it is manifested the identity of this child: the 

child is King, he is Divine and he will triumph through death on the cross. 

Furthermore, this feast tells us something more that just the identity of this child, 

it also reveals the Mission and Purpose of the Birth of Jesus: i.e. Salvation is For 

All. All we need is to faithfully follow Him.  
 

In our own faith journey as Christians and in our life, we need to have 

Christ as our guiding Light, especially as we begin this New Year. Amen. 

 

 

 

Fr John Paul 



 

 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Mal 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12 

Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; 

and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 
 
FIRST READING: Is 60:1-6 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13. R.see 
v.11 
 
Lord every nation on earth will adore you. 
 
SECOND READING: Eph 3:2-3. 5-6 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Mt 2:2 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East; 
and have come to adore the Lord. 
 Alleluia!   
 

GOSPEL: Mt 2:1-12 

We have come from the East to worship the king. 
 

After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during 
the reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem 
from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they 
asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him 
homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, 
and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all 
the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in 
Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: 
 

And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, 
for out of you will come a leader 
who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 
 

Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. 
He asked them the exact date on which the star had 
appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out 
all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, 
let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ 
Having listened to what the king had to say, they set out. 
And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; 
it went forward and halted over the place where the child 
was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and 
going into the house they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold 
and frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a 
dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own 
country by a different way. 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Cf. Mt 2:2 

We have seen his star in the East,                                               
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD - YEAR B 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

SPECIAL INTENTIONS 
 

Anthony Countinho,  
The Charalambous Family 

 
 
 

SICK 
Pat Burns, Eric Fortaleza, Roger Fortaleza,  

Maryanne Vaz, Melissa Sahin, Tyler Kennedy,  
Pat Regan, Jim & Mary Ryan, Marlene McCarthy,  

Selim Stamati, John & Norma McGettigan 
 
 
 

Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for  
4 weeks at a time. 

 
 

Our clergy and pastoral care 
ministers bring the sacraments of 
Eucharist, reconciliation, and 
anointing of the sick to members who 
are unable to participate because of 
illness or aging.         

For more information and to arrange receiving of 
the sacraments, please contact the Parish Office on         
9622 1125. 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

We are a welcoming parish…  you are invited, 
welcomed, accepted, loved and respected by the 

Catholic Community of Mary, Queen of the Family.  If 
you are not an active member of this Community, 
consider partaking in what we have to offer.  We serve 

the Community through outreach, education, social 
activities, sacramental preparation, youth and comfort 
to the sick and mourning.  In addition to our spiritual 

and outreach organisations, perchance you have an 
interest in joining one of our many liturgical ministries 
such as: Minister of Holy Communion, Reader/

Commentator, Welcomer, Minister of DVP/Power 
Point, etc.  Volunteers are formally registered by 
filling out a Join a Ministry form that is then entered 

into the parish data system (information supplied 
remains confidential).  These forms are available from 
the parish office or in the church foyer. 

“The Magi experienced longing...they 
were all too familiar with, and weary of, 
the Herods of their own day. But there, 

in Bethlehem, was a promise of newness, 
of gratuity.” …Pope Francis 

Frankly Speaking... 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia 
and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 



 

 

Catechism of the Catholic Church 

PARISH GROUPS 

Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Every Tuesday after  the                          
8am Mass, at St Michael’s church. 

ROSARY GROUP 

Contact : Kathie Collins,  0414 194 052 
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Every 2nd Sunday, 12pm—
2pm  at Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s Church 

MQOF SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP 

Contact: Tony Fernando, 0434 828 297 
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Mondays & Tuesdays, 
7:00pm-8:00pm at Cardinal Clancy room, St Patricks 
Church 

INTERCESSORY PRAYER GROUP 

Contact:  
Franchesca Tenedora , ftenedora@gmail.com 
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Every 2nd Sunday at  7:00 pm (after the 
5:30pm Mass) at Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s Church. 

YOUTH GROUP 

 
Contact: Richard Desa, r icharddesa@bigpond.com  
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Every Thursday, 7:30pm to 
9:00 pm at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s Church.  

Contact: Diane Zerafa, 0403 554 566  
 
 

Meeting Time and Venue : 3:00pm every 2nd Saturday  
at St Michael’s Church. 

Contact: Ash & Rozar io Fernando , 0416 861 976 or   
0412 195 916 
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Every 2nd & 4th Saturday 
(school term) between 2pm & 4pm at the MPA, St Patrick’s Church. 

Contact: Antoinette Mangion, 0414 735 943 
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Every 3rd Monday of the 
month, 10:00 am at Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s 
Church 

Contact: Maurice Bru 0419 626 583 (for  statue bookings) 
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Every Monday, 7:30pm at 
Cardinal Clancy room, St Patrick’s Church.  

Juniors meet every Friday at 4:30pm. 

Contact: Max Rosar io  0490 137 533 (for  statue bookings)  
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Every Friday,  
5:30pm – 7:30pm at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s 
Church. 

Contact: Char les Hyson, 0412 631 602, 
www.holyfamilyfellowship.com  
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Every 2nd Saturday 6:30pm-
9:30pm at Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s Church. 

 
Contact: Max Rosar io, 0490 137 533 
 

Meeting Time and Venue : Monday 9:30am-10:30am at 
Sid Mosley Centre, St Michael’s Church. All are welcome! 

MARIAN MOVEMENT OF PRIESTS BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

HOLY FAMILY FELLOWSHIP PRAYER GROUP TRUE LIFE IN GOD PRAYER GROUP 

LEGION OF MARY ST MICHAEL’S LEGION OF MARY ST PATRICK’S 

JOSEPHITE COMPANIONS TEHILLAH PRAYER GROUP 

How “Theotokos” became the perfect title of the Virgin Mary 
 
In the year 431 there was a fierce debate raging in the Catholic Church regarding a specific title of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The debate required a 
rare Ecumenical Council at the city of Ephesus to resolve the issue. 
Two different arguments were presented, one by Bishop Nestorius of Constantinople and the other by St. Cyril of Alexandria. 
Nestorius firmly believed that Mary should be called Christotokos, “Birth-giver of Christ” (also translated as “Christ-bearer”).  
Fr. Dwight Longnecker explains that “Nestorius used language that was perceived as asserting that there were two separate persons conjoined in 
Jesus Christ. Thus the Blessed Virgin Mary in giving Jesus human flesh could be the ‘Christ-bearer’ but not ‘God-bearer.'” 
On the other hand, St. Cyril and a great number of bishops believed that Mary should be called Theotokos, “Birth-giver to God” (also translated as 
“God-bearer” or “Mother of God”). This terminology affirmed that Jesus is “one person in two natures which are united.” 
It was determined by an overwhelming majority that Theotokos was the correct title for Mary, and Nestorius was subsequently removed from his 
position as bishop of Constantinople. 
The title “Mother of God” does not mean Mary somehow existed before God or created God, but that Mary gave birth to Jesus, who is fully God and 
fully human. 
The Catechism puts it like this, “In fact, the One whom she conceived as man by the Holy Spirit, who truly became her Son according to the flesh, 
was none other than the Father’s eternal Son, the second person of the Holy Trinity. Hence the Church confesses that Mary is truly ‘Mother of 
God’ (Theotokos)” (CCC 495). 
The Orthodox and Byzantine tradition of Christianity continue to use this title of Mary, preferring it to any other of her titles. An ancient hymn in their 
liturgy poetically summarizes this complex truth, “He whom the entire universe could not contain was contained within your womb, O Theotokos.” 
The decision to name Mary Theotokos was a pivotal point in the Church’s history. It clarified the Church’s belief in Jesus Christ and gave further 
confirmation regarding the nature of Christ’s incarnation. What the Church believed about Jesus since apostolic times was rat ified at the Council of 
Ephesus. 
Furthermore, the granting of this title confirmed Mary’s privileged role in salvation history and deepened understanding of the great mystery that 
occurred in her womb. 
To honor the memory of this council, Pope Pius XI in 1931 established the feast of the Divine Maternity of Mary on October 11, which after the 
Second Vatican Council was transferred to January 1 and renamed the Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God. 
https://aleteia.org/2017/10/11/how-theotokos-became-the-perfect-title-of-the-virgin-mary/ 

https://www.catholic.com/magazine/print-edition/god-bearer
https://aleteia.org/2017/10/11/how-theotokos-became-the-perfect-title-of-the-virgin-mary/


 

 

Please support the advertisers that support us. Thank you.  

If you wish to advertise your business, call the Parish Office on 02 9622 1125. 
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An hour with Jesus 
 

Be still, and know that I am 
God—Psalm 46:10 
Here at MQOF is an 
opportunity to be with Jesus 
and commit with regular 
meeting with Him. Are YOU 
available? 
The opening hours are:  
10am to 4pm Monday to 
Friday, and 10am to 5pm 
Saturday and Sunday. 
 
You need to register via our 
website 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
Click on Adoration Chapel tab, or 
by calling the Parish Office on 
9622 1125. 

LOURDES  
Medical Centre - BLACKTOWN 
 

GP Required 
* Doctor owned well      
established    practice. 
* AGPAL Accredited. 
* Nursing, Pathology and 
Allied health on site.  

P: 0421 2180 72  
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au    

Are you between 7 and 65 YO with a disability? Are 
you struggling with accessing Services? Did you 
need help with managing your NDIS funding?  
We can help! Call Erica 0410 372 076;  

erica@ablechoice.com.au. 

 

ABLE CHOICE PTY LTD 

NDIS Registered Provider 
PO Box 8071  
ARNDELL PARK NSW 2148 

 
 

 

AVAILABLE SPACE 
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