
 

 

 
This Sunday is World Day of Prayer for Vocations and I think that says it all.  
We do not have a World Day of Celebrating Vocations – as fitting as that would 
be.  We do not have a World Day of Thinking about Vocations – as good as it is 
to think about.  We do not have a World Day of Collecting Vocations – as much 
as we might want to.  This day we pray for them above all else.  And this signals 
to us the source of every vocation: prayer. 
 
When Jesus walked this earth he noticed the lack of vocations.  When large 
crowds gathered around him he noticed how they were like ‘sheep without a 
shepherd’ and turning to his disciples he said: ‘The harvest is plentiful but the 
labourers are few; therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send 
labourers out into his harvest.’ (Mt. 35-38).  In the face of the great need of 
labourers the Lord did not counsel his disciples to construct a new program or 
adopt special techniques or advertisement that would entice more labourers in.  
No, he told them to pray and pray ‘earnestly’. 
 
This tells us that every vocation is not primarily a result of our efforts or the 
result of us making it more appealing or more ‘suited’ to a modern way of life.  
Underneath every vocation is a mountain of prayer.  The prayers of the person 
themselves, where they listen to and speak to the Lord about the path he wants 
for them; the prayers of the person’s family and friends accompanying them on 
that path; and the prayers of so many Christians who silently, in their own 
prayers ask the Lord ‘earnestly’ for the gift of labourers. 
 
This is not a fairytale either.  We have experienced this in our own parish over 
the past 6 months with one young lady from our parish leaving to pursue 
religious life and one young man entering the seminary.  They of course have 
their own stories, but part of their stories are all the prayers parishioners have 
offered for vocations over the years. 
 
So this Sunday let us be encouraged by the power of that prayer and be 
reminded that the Lord asked us first to pray for vocations, not to sit and hope 
they come.  Let us renew our efforts to pray earnestly for more labourers in the 
harvest of the Lord. 

Fr  Jack 

 

DAILY READINGS 
 

M   4 May:  Acts 11:1-18;  
                       Jn 10:11-18 
 
Tu   5 May:  Acts 11:19-26; Jn 10:22-30 
   
W   6 May:  Acts 12:24,13:5;  
                       Jn 12:44-50                
 
Th  7 May:  Acts 13:13-25; Jn 13:16-20 
                          
F    8 May:  Acts 13:26-33; Jn 14:1-6                                     
          
Sa   9 May:  Acts 13:44-52; Jn 14:7-14                       
                           
Su   10 May:  Acts 6:1-7; 1 Pt 2:4-9;  
                       Jn 14:1-12       
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a 
welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic 
community.  
 

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of 
the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus 
through prayer, witness and action and to 
respond to the needs of the family in the 
Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Parish Office will be open from 9am to 
1pm.  These hours will operate until 
further notice. 
 
 
We encourage all parishioners to access 
our parish website for a variety of 
resources to aid with enriching your 
spiritual life in this time of isolation and 
social distancing. 
 
Resources for prayers, online Masses and 
more are found on the website homepage 
 

Parishioners are  invited to watch the 
Sunday Mass with Bishop Vincent.  

Please visit (www.parracatholic.org)                             
Live stream on You Tube                 

www.youtube.com/user/ 

Parramatta Diocese Facebook 
www.facebook.com/parracatholic 

 
 

fourth SUNDAY of Easter 



 

 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring 
the sacraments of Eucharist, reconciliation, 
and anointing of the sick to members who 
are unable to participate because of illness 
or aging.  

For more information and to arrange receiving of the 
sacraments, please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125. 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia 
and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Ps 32:5-6 

The merciful love of the Lord fills the earth; 
by the word of the Lord the heavens were made, alleluia. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14, 36-41 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 22:1-6. R. v. 1 
 
The Lord is my shepherd; 
there is nothing I shall want. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Pt 2:20-25 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Jn 10:14 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
I am the good shepherd, says the Lord; 
I know my sheep, and mine know me. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL: Jn 10:1-10 

Jesus said: ‘I tell you most solemnly, anyone who does not 
enter the sheepfold through the gate, but gets in some other 
way is a thief and a brigand. The one who enters through 
the gate is the shepherd of the flock; the gatekeeper lets him 
in, the sheep hear his voice, one by one he calls his own 
sheep and leads them out. When he has brought out his 
flock, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow because 
they know his voice. They never follow a stranger but run 
away from him: they do not recognise the voice of 
strangers.’ 

Jesus told them this parable but they failed to understand 
what he meant by telling it to them. 

So Jesus spoke to them again: 

‘I tell you most solemnly, 
I am the gate of the sheepfold. 
All others who have come 
are thieves and brigands; 
but the sheep took no notice of them. 
I am the gate. 
Anyone who enters through me will be safe: 
he will go freely in and out 
and be sure of finding pasture. 
The thief comes 
only to steal and kill and destroy. 
I have come 
so that they may have life 
and have it to the full.’ 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Lk 24:35  
 

The Good Shepherd has risen, 
who laid down his life for his sheep 
and willingly died for his flock, alleluia. 

 4TH SUNDAY OF EASTER  

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

 
 

SPECIAL INTENTIONS 
 

SICK 
 John & Norma McGettigan, Orfeo Marchetti, Silvana Murphy,  

Adolfino V Alcedo, George Collin,  
Candida Irugalbandara,  

 
DEATH ANNIVERSARIES  

 

Robert Ernest Parr Ashleigh 
 

Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time. 

Vinnies Pantry  
 
If you would like to help with food 
donations to St Vincent de Paul you can 
drop off your food items at the Hub, 23 
David Lane, Blacktown. Monday to Friday.  
Ph: 8861 9777 
 
They will also accept financial donations, a receipt will be issued 
to you and the donation will be forwarded to the Head Office. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 

Sacramental Process 2020 

 
Dear families, due the current 
circumstances in regard to Covid-19, 
the sacrament of First Holy Eucharist is 
postponed until further notice.  

 
Further information on the other Sacraments to 
follow.  
 
Together we wait in hope and prayer! 
 
The Sacramental Team. 



 

 

CATECHESIS 

57th World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

 
 

In 1963 during the Second Vatican Council, St Pope Paul VI designated the Good Shepherd Sunday (4 th Sunday of Easter) as the World 
Day of Prayer for Vocations. Below is the message of Pope Francis for the 57th World Day of Prayer for Vocations (3 May 2020):  

 
 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  
On 4 August last year, the 160th anniversary of the death of the Curé of Ars, I chose to write a letter to all those priests who daily devote their lives to 
the service of God’s people in response to the Lord’s call. 
 

On that occasion, I chose four key words – pain, gratitude, encouragement and praise – as a way of thanking priests and supporting their ministry. I 
believe that today, on this 57th World Day of Prayer for Vocations, those words can be addressed to the whole people of God, against the backdrop of 
the Gospel passage that recounts for us the remarkable experience of Jesus and Peter during a stormy night on the Sea of Galilee (cf. Mt 14:22-33).  
After the multiplication of the loaves, which had astonished the crowds, Jesus told his disciples to get into the boat and precede him to the other 
shore, while he took leave of the people. The image of the disciples crossing the lake can evoke our own life’s journey. Indeed, the boat of our lives 
slowly advances, restlessly looking for a safe haven and prepared to face the perils and promises of the sea, yet at the same time trusting that the 
helmsman will ultimately keep us on the right course. At times, though, the boat can drift off course, misled by mirages, not the lighthouse that leads it 
home, and be tossed by the tempests of difficulty, doubt and fear.  

 

Something similar takes place in the hearts of those who, called to follow the Teacher of Nazareth, have to undertake a crossing and abandon their 
own security to become the Lord’s disciples. The risk involved is real: the night falls, the headwinds howl, the boat is tossed by the waves, and fear of 
failure, of not being up to the call, can threaten to overwhelm them.  
The Gospel, however, tells us that in the midst of this challenging journey we are not alone. Like the first ray of dawn in the heart of the night, the Lord 
comes walking on the troubled waters to join the disciples; he invites Peter to come to him on the waves, saves him when he sees him sinking and, 
once in the boat, makes the winds die down.  

 

The first word of vocation, then, is gratitude. Taking the right course is not something we do on our own, nor does it depend solely on the road we 
choose to travel. How we find fulfilment in life is more than a decision we make as isolated individuals; above all else, it is a response to a call from on 
high. The Lord points out our destination on the opposite shore and he grants us the courage to board the boat. In calling us, he becomes our 
helmsman; he accompanies and guides us; he prevents us from running aground on the shoals of indecision and even enables us to walk on surging 
waters.  

 

Every vocation is born of that gaze of love with which the Lord came to meet us, perhaps even at a time when our boat was being battered by the 
storm. “Vocation, more than our own choice, is a response to the Lord’s unmerited call” (Letter to Priests, 4 August 2019). We will succeed in 
discovering and embracing our vocation once we open our hearts in gratitude and perceive the passage of God in our lives.  
When the disciples see Jesus walking towards them on the sea, they first think that he is a ghost and are filled with fear. Jesus immediately reassures 
them with words that should constantly accompany our lives and our vocational journey: “Take heart, it is I; have no fear” (Mt 14:27). This, then, is the 
second word I wish to offer you: encouragement.  
 

What frequently hinders our journey, our growth, our choosing the road the Lord is marking out for us, are certain “ghosts” that trouble our hearts. 
When we are called to leave safe shores and embrace a state of life – like marriage, ministerial priesthood, consecrated life – our first reaction is often 
from the “ghost of disbelief”. Surely, this vocation is not for me! Can this really be the right path? Is the Lord really asking me to do this?  
Those thoughts can keep growing – justifications and calculations that sap our determination and leave us hesitant and powerless on the shore where 
we started. We think we might be wrong, not up to the challenge, or simply glimpsing a ghost to be exorcized.  

 

The Lord knows that a fundamental life choice – like marriage or special consecration to his service – calls for courage. He knows the questions, 
doubts and difficulties that toss the boat of our heart, and so he reassures us: “Take heart, it is I; have no fear!” We know in faith that he is present 
and comes to meet us, that he is ever at our side even amid stormy seas. This knowledge sets us free from that lethargy which I have called “sweet 
sorrow” (Letter to Priests, 4 August 2019), the interior discouragement that hold us back from experiencing the beauty of our vocation.  

In the Letter to Priests, I also spoke about pain, but here I would like to translate the word differently, as fatigue. Every vocation brings with it a 
responsibility. The Lord calls us because he wants to enable us, like Peter, to “walk on water”, in other words, to take charge of our lives and place 
them at the service of the Gospel, in the concrete and everyday ways that he shows us, and specifically in the different forms of lay, priestly and 
consecrated vocation. Yet, like Saint Peter, our desire and enthusiasm coexist with our failings and fears.    

 

If we let ourselves be daunted by the responsibilities that await us – whether in married life or priestly ministry – or by the hardships in store for us, 
then we will soon turn away from the gaze of Jesus and, like Peter, we will begin to sink. On the other hand, despite our frailty and poverty, faith 
enables us to walk towards the Risen Lord and to weather every storm. Whenever fatigue or fear make us start to sink, Jesus holds out his hand to 
us. He gives us the enthusiasm we need to live our vocation with joy and fervour.  

 

When Jesus at last boards the boat, the winds die down and the waves are calmed. Here we have a beautiful image of what the Lord can do at times 
of turbulence and tempest in our lives. He stills those winds, so that the forces of evil, fear and resignation no longer have power over us.  
 

As we live out our specific vocation, those headwinds can wear us down. Here I think of all those who have important responsibilities in civil society, 
spouses whom I like to refer to – not without reason – as “courageous”, and in a particular way those who have embraced the consecrated life or the 
priesthood. I am conscious of your hard work, the sense of isolation that can at times weigh upon your hearts, the risk of falling into a rut that can 
gradually make the ardent flame of our vocation die down, the burden of the uncertainty and insecurity of the times, and worry about the future. Take 
heart, do not be afraid! Jesus is at our side, and if we acknowledge him as the one Lord of our lives, he will stretch out his hand, take hold of us and 
save us.  

                                                                   

Continued on next page…………...  

http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20190804_lettera-presbiteri.html
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http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20190804_lettera-presbiteri.html
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/letters/2019/documents/papa-francesco_20190804_lettera-presbiteri.html


 

 

Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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LOURDES  
Medical Centre - BLACKTOWN 
 

GP Required 
* Doctor owned well      
established    practice. 
* AGPAL Accredited. 
* Nursing, Pathology and 
Allied health on site.  

P: 0421 2180 72  
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au    
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As we live out our specific vocation, those headwinds can wear us down. Here I think of all those who have important responsibilities in civil society, 
spouses whom I like to refer to – not without reason – as “courageous”, and in a particular way those who have embraced the consecrated life or 
the priesthood. I am conscious of your hard work, the sense of isolation that can at times weigh upon your hearts, the risk of falling into a rut that 
can gradually make the ardent flame of our vocation die down, the burden of the uncertainty and insecurity of the times, and worry about the future. 
Take heart, do not be afraid! Jesus is at our side, and if we acknowledge him as the one Lord of our lives, he will stretch out his hand, take hold of 
us and save us.  
 

Even amid the storm-tossed waters, then, our lives become open to praise. This is the last of our vocation words, and it is an invitation to cultivate 
the interior disposition of the Blessed Virgin Mary. Grateful that Lord gazed upon her, faithful amid fear and turmoil, she courageously embraced her 
vocation and made of her life an eternal song of praise to the Lord.  
 
Dear friends, on this day in particular, but also in the ordinary pastoral life of our communities, I ask the Church to continue to promote vocations. 
May she touch the hearts of the faithful and enable each of them to discover with gratitude God’s call in their lives, to find courage to say “yes” to 
God, to overcome all weariness through faith in Christ, and to make of their lives a song of praise for God, for their brothers and sisters, and for the 
whole world. May the Virgin Mary accompany us and intercede for us. 
 

Rome, Saint John Lateran, 8 March 2020, the Second Sunday of Lent  

Franciscus                                                                                                                                                                      © Copyright - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 
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