
 

 

Let’s unite ourselves with Jesus 
 

This Sunday we join the many voices in the past and present shouting “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest!”  We all say this as we wave our palms remembering the entry of Jesus into 
Jerusalem.  We will miss this rite this Sunday as we cannot gather in our churches at this 
time.  But surely, our voices echo in all the corners of the world as we celebrate today 
even in our homes proclaiming Jesus as our King.  For those who believe in the kingship 
of Jesus, enthroned in the hearts of men and women, continue to sing the praises of 
Hosannas. 
 
Brothers and sisters, let not us not be discouraged for anything, even when we face our 
pains and suffering. Today, let our hearts find hope and encouragement from the One 
who willingly embraced the cross and determined to fulfil the mission entrusted to him 
by the Father for the sake of love and our salvation.  Let us deeply reflect the passion of 
Jesus and see how much the “Son of Man” had to endure so that we may all realize how 
much God loves us (John 3:16).  See in the eyes of Peter who betrayed Jesus yet 
repentant and allowed the gaze of Jesus to transform him.  Judas on the contrary after 
becoming aware of his sins did not turn to God but to himself, rejecting the offer of 
God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
 
This “time of isolation” is also an opportune time to enter deeply into hearts, into our 
conscience, and discover how near or far are we from Jesus, how are our words and 
deeds affect our relationship with Him and one another.  By looking into the deepest 
recesses of our hearts, let us allow God to gaze upon us through the eyes of his mercy 
and love.  Then we will discover how much God loves us in spite of our sins and 
failures, of our brokenness and woundedness.  He is with us in our worries and fear, in 
our desolation, inviting us to hold his hands and be led into light and peace. 
 
We may be carrying heavy loads in our hearts today.  This should not give us the reason 

to be desperate and miserable.  We have different forms of crosses to carry, but let us 
willingly carry them through with Jesus in “Golgotha” and there finds the cross as the 

throne on which we can look up to and be healed.  Simon of Cyrene seized to help carry 
the cross of Jesus behind him (Luke 23:26).  He is an image of a disciple who “carry the 

cross and follow Jesus.”  Let’s also find inspiration from him.  The long-awaited 
promise of God now finds its fulfilment in the passion and resurrection of Jesus.  

Through him, in him and with him we will be saved.  This is the reason why Jesus left us 
a sacrament of his real presence, his Passover meal, the high priest offering himself as a 
sacrifice and victim for our salvation. “This is my body, this is my blood.”  Although 

most feel the pain of not being able to take Jesus physically in the Holy Eucharist, we 
can continue to unite ourselves spiritually with him as we join all the faithful, following 

the Holy Mass on-line and making an act of spiritual communion with Jesus and his 
bride/body the Church.  God bless us all!   

                                                                                                                          Fr Regie 

 
DAILY READINGS 

 
M   6 Apr:  Is 42:1-7;  
                         Jn 12:1-11 
 

Tu  7 Apr:  Is 49:1-6; Jn 13:21-33,36-38             
   

W   8 Apr:  Is 50:4-9; Mt 26:14-25                
 
Th  9 Apr:  Ex 12:1-8, 11-14;   
                         1 Cor 11:23-26; Jn 13:1-15 
 

F     10 Apr:  Is 52:13-53:12; Heb 4:14-16, 
                         5:7-9; Jn 18:1-19:42                                     
          
Sa   11 Apr:  Gen 1:1-2:2; Gen 22:1-18; 
                          Ex 14:15-15:1; Is 54:5-14; Is  
                          55:1-11; Baruch 3:9-15,  
                          32-4:4; Ezek 36:16-28;  
                          Rom 6:3-11; Mt 28:1-10                       
                           
Su   12 Apr:  Acts 10:34,37-43; Col 3:1-4 or 
                         1 Cor 5:6-8; Jn 20:1-9 or  

                         Mt 28:1-10 
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a 
welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic 
community.  
 

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of 
the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus 
through prayer, witness and action and to 
respond to the needs of the family in the 
Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
 

PALM SUNDAY of the  
PASSION of the LORD 

 
 
 
 

MQOF Priests will be celebrating the 
Easter Triduum privately at these 

times: 
 
Holy Thursday: 9th April 
7:30pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 
Good Friday: 10th April
3:00pm Commemoration of the Lord’s 
Passion 

Holy Saturday: 11th April 
7:30pm Easter Vigil 

Parishioners are  
invited to watch a 

live stream on     
You Tube                 

www.youtube.com/
user/ParramattaDiocese 

Facebook www.facebook.com/parracatholic 



 

 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the 
sacraments of Eucharist, reconciliation, and 
anointing of the sick to members who are unable 
to participate because of illness or aging.  

For more information and to arrange receiving of the sacraments, 
please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125. 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf.. Jn 12:1, 12-13; Ps 23: 9-10 

Six days before the Passover, 
when the Lord came into the city of Jerusalem, 
the children ran to meet him; 
in their hands they carried palm branches 
and with a loud voice cried out: 

* Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! 

O gates, lift high your heads; 
grow higher, ancient doors. 
Let him enter, the king of glory! 
Who is this king of glory? 
He, the Lord of hosts, he is the king of glory. 

* Hosanna in the highest! 
Blessed are you, who have come in your abundant mercy! 

FIRST READING: Is 50: 4-7 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 21:8-9. 17-20. 23-24. R.v.2 
 
My God, my God, why have you abandoned me? 

 
SECOND READING: Phil 2:6-11 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Phil 2:8-9 
 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
Christ became obedient for us even to death dying on the 

cross. 
Therefore God raised him on high and gave him a name 

above all other 
names. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 

GOSPEL: Mt 26: 14-27:66 

The passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Mt 26:42   
                            
Father, if this chalice cannot pass without my drinking it, 
your will be done. 

 PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF THE LORD 

Most of us are used to receiving Holy Communion 
and love to receive this Gift.  So the recent restrictions 
on Mass have created a longing in us to be united with 
Jesus.   
 
Thankfully, we still can be and there is a long 
tradition in the Church that helps us to do this.  It is 
called an act of spiritual communion.  This is basically 
a prayer in which we restate our faith in the real 
presence of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and tell 
him how much we want to receive him.  It is like a 
little declaration of our love for him and in return, he 
comes into our hearts and offers us many graces and 
encouragement.   
 
This kind of prayer is fittingly said when you are 
watching a Mass on TV during this time of 
restrictions, but it need not be limited to these 
occasions.  St. Francis de Sales used to say this kind 
of prayer very frequently throughout the day so as to 
unite all his day to the Mass.  Below is a beautiful 
prayer of spiritual communion: 
 
‘My Jesus, I believe that you are present in the Most 
Blessed Sacrament.  I love you above everything and I 
want to receive you into my soul; as I cannot now 
receive you sacramentally, at least come into my heart 
spiritually.  I embrace you as being there already.  I 
unite myself completely to you.  Do not let me ever be 
parted from you.’ 

 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

          SPECIAL INTENTIONS 
Tony Coutinho 

 

SICK 
 John & Norma McGettigan, Orfeo Marchetti, Silvana Murphy,  

Adolfino V Alcedo, George Collin, Candida Irugalbandara,  
 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Stanislaus Saldanha 

 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES  
Robert Ernest Parr Ashleigh      

                                        

Name submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time. 

 

CATECHESIS—‘What is a spiritual communion?’  

Project Compassion boxes and donations 

 

If you would like to donate to Project 
Compassion please call Caritas 
directly on 1800 024 413 or visit  
https://lent.caritas.org.au 
For those who have taken home 
boxes please hold on to them until 
after Easter at which time the 
Diocese will advise how the 
donations can be collected. 

MQOF Website 
 
We encourage all parishioners to 
access our parish website for a 
variety of resources to aid with 
enriching your spiritual life in this 
time of isolation and social distancing. 
 
Resources for prayers, online Masses and more 
are found on the website homepage. 

 



 

 

YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT AT THIS TIME! 

 

Dear fellow parishioners, 
 
I’m Michael Zerafa, MQOF Parish Finance Committee Chair.  I’m making this plea on behalf 
of our parish community.   
 
Individuals, families and business are hurting and so is YOUR PARISH. 
 
The absence of weekend Masses means that our parish is no longer receiving donations at this 
time, other than from those parishioners participating in Planned Giving and who are 
contributing regularly via credit card or bank account deduction.  
 
To those parishioners who are continuing to give at this time we say, a very big THANK YOU! 
Whilst our church buildings are closed, our usual expenses such as - insurances, loan repayments, staff salaries, and bills 
must still be met. 
 
Thus, the reason for this humble appeal. 
 
There are two ways you can donate:
 
Transfer funds directly to our Parish Bank Account via your own Bank’s On-line-Banking portal 
The details of our Parish Bank Account are as follows: 
 
Name of Account: Blacktown Catholic Church 
Bank: Commonwealth Bank 
BSB Number: 067 950 
Account Number: 00677 
Remitter Name: Your  Surname and Initials 
 
Transfer funds directly to our Parish Bank Account from your VISA or MasterCard using B-Point 
To do this, go to the MQOF website, www.mqofblacktown.org.au, go to ‘Donate’ and then click on  B-Point. Once there, 
select ‘1400163-Donation’ at the Biller Code field, type your Full Name, Phone Number and, at ‘Purpose of Payment’ 
type ‘Second Collection’ then, type in the amount you wish to contribute, and proceed with inputting your credit card 
details, then finally click ‘Proceed’.  
 
On behalf of the Finance Committee and the Parish Clergy Team, we pray God’s Blessings on you, and your families at 
this very difficult time. Thank you for your ongoing support of your parish and we look forward to the day that we all join 
together, to celebrate Holy Mass, as a family, without Social Distancing!! 
 
God Bless and take care,  
 
Michael Zerafa 
Chairperson, MQOF Finance Committee

 

These restrictions bring difficulties to so many.  For us Catholics, one difficulty is not being able 
to come to meet the Lord with the whole parish in the coming week of his passion, death, and 
resurrection.  However, the NSW government have allowed priests and other ministers of religion 
to conduct pastoral visits.  So, while you are not able to come to church this Holy Week, we can 
come to you.
  
The Church has had for some time a traditional blessing of homes during Easter, which recalls the 
new waters of Baptism and the new Passover: the passion and Resurrection of Jesus.  Frs. Regie, 
John Paul, and Jack are willing throughout the Octave of Easter (and beyond if necessary) to come 
to your house to offer this Easter blessing. 

  
In the interests of safety, we propose that if you would like this blessing, we will come to the fence or edge of your 
property, the household will gather at the front door or porch maintaining social distancing, and we will give the blessing 
from the edge of your property.  This will hopefully keep us all safe while also allowing us to share in the Easter joys.  If 
you are uncomfortable in anyway with this then there is no necessity to request a blessing.  Please be assured of our 
prayers for you instead. 
 
If you would like this Easter blessing, then please contact the parish office in order to book a time, leaving your name, 
number, and address.  Times are from 9am-12pm, and 2pm-5pm from 12th April-19th April (though this can be extended if 
necessary). 

http://www.mqofblacktown.org.au/


 

 

Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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LOURDES  
Medical Centre - BLACKTOWN 
 

GP Required 
* Doctor owned well      
established    practice. 
* AGPAL Accredited. 
* Nursing, Pathology and 
Allied health on site.  

P: 0421 2180 72  
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au    

NEW CATHOLIC TV Channel:  
Shalom World  

 
Is a commercial-free, high-definition, Catholic 
family channel that reaches out to the world 
witnessing the truth of Christ. The channel 
supplements the pastoral efforts of the Church to 
spread the Good News of Christ Jesus. 
 
SHALOM WORLD offers programs that will truly 
be a spiritual banquet to people of all ages. 
 
More details: https://www.shalomworldtv.org/about 

 
Shalom World Australia was launched on 26th 
January 2018, the Australia Day. Find the launch 
PROMO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

mailto:therese@lourdesmc.com.au
https://www.shalomworldtv.org/about

