
 

 

Our Road to Emmaus 
 

Two disciples of Jesus walked with a heavy heart, disenchanted by what happened on 
Good Friday.  They have just experienced what they think as the greatest disaster that 
had ever happened.  They were crushed and broken hearted. They might have thought 
that Jesus whom they consider as the Messiah was a complete failure.  He was crucified.  
But the risen Jesus walked with them, listened to their story, shared in their pain and 
accompanied them until their eyes were opened to recognise the glorious Jesus.  Jesus 
taught them in that journey the whole Bible story, “starting with Moses and going 
through all the prophets, he explained to them the passages throughout the scriptures that 
were about to himself.”  And ultimately revealed to them the mystery of the Last Supper, 
his presence in the Eucharist. 
 

This experience of the two disciples weighed down by pain and suffering is not alien to 
us.  We all have a share of being wounded and broken.  Many of us at this time might be 
living in fears and worries, families struggling to survive, and people dying of hunger.  
We can learn from them as they share their stories to the risen Jesus.  The Lord 
accompanies us at these times.  In prayer, we can pour our hearts to him.  Let us turn to 
him in faith and trust as we continue to listen, pray and reflect on the Word of God.  Let 
us ask the grace to see and recognise the victory of the cross through which God has 
saved us.  We have our own journey to Emmaus, and Jesus walks with us helping us 
understand his passion, death and resurrection in our own lives. 
 

There is a consolation of peace and assurance that the two disciples realised as they 
listened to Jesus.  “Did not our hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and 
explained the scriptures to us?”  What a grace they have received!  This is what we 
ultimately need to keep us going, to live in hope.  This a gift of Easter.  Without losing 
sight of the cross of Jesus as God’s revelation of his glory, Christians live as Easter 
people.  We will not be lacking of the grace of hope as we place our trust in God who is 
victorious in suffering and death.  St Paul gives us the truth of God’s love.  He said, 
“With God on our side who can be against us?  Since God did not spare his own Son, but 
gave him up to benefit us all…Nothing therefore can come between us and the love of 
Christ, even if we are troubled or worried, or being persecuted, or lacking of food or 
clothes, or being threatened or even attacked…For I am certain of this: neither death nor 
life, no angel, no prince, nothing that exists, nothing still to come…can ever come 
between us and the love of God made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 8:31-
39).  Thus, as we take our road to “Emmaus”, may we be mindful of Jesus who walks 
with us! Let us go and tell the Good News confident in the promise of Jesus, “Know that 
I am with you always; yes to the end of time” (Matthew 28:20).   
 
 
 

Fr Regie, MSP 

 

DAILY READINGS 
 

M   27 Apr:  Acts 6:8-15;  
                       Jn 6:22-29 
 
Tu  28 Apr:  Acts 7:51-8:1; Jn 6:30-35 
   
W   29 Apr:  Acts 8:1-8; Jn 6:35-40                
 
Th  30 Apr:  Acts 8:26-40, Jn 6:44-51 
                          
F    1 May:  Acts 9:1-20; Jn 6:52-59                                     
          
Sa   2 May:  Acts 9:31-42; Jn 6:60-69                       
                           
Su   3 May:  Acts 2:14, 36-41;  
                       1 Pt 2:20-25; Jn 10:1-10       
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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a 
welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic 
community.  
 

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of 
the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus 
through prayer, witness and action and to 
respond to the needs of the family in the 
Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Parish Office will be open from 9am to 
1pm.  These hours will operate until 
further notice. 
 
 
We encourage all parishioners to access 
our parish website for a variety of 
resources to aid with enriching your 
spiritual life in this time of isolation and 
social distancing. 
 
Resources for prayers, online Masses and 
more are found on the website homepage 
 

Parishioners are  invited to watch the 
Sunday Mass with Bishop Vincent.  

Please visit (www.parracatholic.org)                             
Live stream on You Tube                 

www.youtube.com/user/ 

Parramatta Diocese Facebook 
www.facebook.com/parracatholic 

 
 

third SUNDAY of Easter 



 

 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring 
the sacraments of Eucharist, reconciliation, 
and anointing of the sick to members who 
are unable to participate because of illness 
or aging.  

For more information and to arrange receiving of the 
sacraments, please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125. 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, 
published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia 
and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, 
Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Ps 65:1-2 

Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; 
O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise, alleluia. 

 
FIRST READING: Acts 2:14, 22-33 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 15:1-2.5. 7-11. R. v. 11 
 
Lord, you will show us the path of life.  
 
SECOND READING: 1 Pt 1:17-21 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Lk 24:32 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: 
make our hearts burn with love when you speak. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL: Lk 24:13-35 

Two of the disciples of Jesus were on their way to a village 
called Emmaus, seven miles from Jerusalem, and they were talking 
together about all that had happened. Now as they talked this over, 
Jesus himself came up and walked by their side; but something 
prevented them from recognising him. He said to them, ‘What 
matters are you discussing as you walk along?’ They stopped short, 
their faces downcast. 
Then one of them, called Cleopas, answered him, ‘You must be the 
only person staying in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 
have been happening there these last few days.’ ‘What things?’ he 
asked. ‘All about Jesus of Nazareth’ they answered ‘who proved he 
was a great prophet by the things he said and did in the sight of God 
and of the whole people; and how our chief priests and our leaders 
handed him over to be sentenced to death, and had him crucified. Our 
own hope had been that he would be the one to set Israel free. And 
this is not all: two whole days have gone by since it all happened; and 
some women from our group have astounded us: they went to the 
tomb in the early morning, and when they did not find the body, they 
came back to tell us they had seen a vision of angels who declared he 
was alive. Some of our friends went to the tomb and found 
everything exactly as the women had reported, but of him they saw 
nothing.’ 
Then he said to them, ‘You foolish men! So slow to believe the full 
message of the prophets! Was it not ordained that the Christ should 
suffer and so enter into his glory?’ Then, starting with Moses and 
going through all the prophets, he explained to them the passages 
throughout the scriptures that were about himself. 
When they drew near to the village to which they were going, he 
made as if to go on; but they pressed him to stay with them. ‘It is 
nearly evening’ they said ‘and the day is almost over.’ So he went in 
to stay with them. Now while he was with them at table, he took the 
bread and said the blessing; then he broke it and handed it to them. 
And their eyes were opened and they recognised him; but he had 
vanished from their sight. Then they said to each other, ‘Did not our 
hearts burn within us as he talked to us on the road and explained the 
scriptures to us?’ 
They set out that instant and returned to Jerusalem. There they found 
the Eleven assembled together with their companions, who said to 
them, ‘Yes, it is true. The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.’ 
Then they told their story of what had happened on the road and how 
they had recognised him at the breaking of bread. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Lk 24:35  
The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus 
in the breaking of the bread, alleluia. 

 3RD SUNDAY OF EASTER  

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 
 

 
 

SPECIAL INTENTIONS 
Theresa, Paul & Alessia Fidelle 

          

SICK 
 Claudia Perez, John & Norma McGettigan, Orfeo Marchetti, 

Silvana Murphy,  Adolfino V Alcedo, George Collin,  
Candida Irugalbandara,  

 
DEATH ANNIVERSARIES  

                                        
Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a 

time. 

Vinnies Pantry  
 
If you would like to help with food 
donations to St Vincent de Paul you 
can drop off your food items at the 
Hub, 23 David Lane, Blacktown. 
Monday to Friday.  Ph: 8861 9777 
 

They will also accept financial donations, a receipt 
will be issued to you and the donation will be 
forwarded to the Head Office. 
 

Thank you for your continued support. 



 

 

CATECHESIS 

 

Dear fellow parishioners, 
 
I’m Michael Zerafa, MQOF Parish Finance Committee Chair.  I’m making this plea on behalf of our parish 
community.   
 
Individuals, families and business are hurting and so is YOUR PARISH. 
 
The absence of weekend Masses means that our parish is no longer receiving donations at this 
time, other than from those parishioners participating in Planned Giving and who are 
contributing regularly via credit card or bank account deduction.  
 
To those parishioners who are continuing to give at this time we say, a very big THANK YOU! 
Whilst our church buildings are closed, our usual expenses such as - insurances, loan 
repayments, staff salaries, and bills must still be met. 
 
Thus, the reason for this humble appeal. 
 
There are two ways you can donate:
 
Transfer funds directly to our Parish Bank Account via your own Bank’s On-line-Banking portal 
The details of our Parish Bank Account are as follows: 
 
Name of Account: Blacktown Catholic Church 
Bank: Commonwealth Bank 
BSB Number: 067 950 
Account Number: 00677 
Remitter Name: Your  Surname and Initials 
 
Transfer funds directly to our Parish Bank Account from your VISA or MasterCard using B-Point 
To do this, go to the MQOF website, www.mqofblacktown.org.au, go to ‘Donate’ and then click on  B-Point. 
Once there, select ‘1400163-Donation’ at the Biller Code field, type your Full Name, Phone Number and, at 
‘Purpose of Payment’ type ‘Second Collection’ then, type in the amount you wish to contribute, and proceed 
with inputting your credit card details, then finally click ‘Proceed’.  
 
On behalf of the Finance Committee and the Parish Clergy Team, we pray God’s Blessings on you, and your 
families at this very difficult time. Thank you for your ongoing support of your parish and we look forward to 
the day that we all join together, to celebrate Holy Mass, as a family, without Social Distancing!! 
 
God Bless and take care,  
Michael Zerafa 

This time of locked churches and other restrictions has been offset by a great blessing: the internet.  It 
has allowed us to remain in contact with people all over the world, even if we can’t travel there to see 
them.  It has also allowed us to remain in touch with Mass and other faith formation activities.  But 
Pope Francis has recently warned against relying too much on this great blessing.  Even last year he 
had this to say: 

‘The Net is an opportunity to promote encounter with others, but it can also increase our self-isolation, 
like a web that can entrap us. Young people are the ones most exposed to the illusion that the social 
web can completely satisfy them on a relational level.  There is the dangerous phenomenon of young 
people becoming “social hermits” who risk alienating themselves completely from society. This 
dramatic situation reveals a serious rupture in the relational fabric of society, one we cannot ignore. 
(source: https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-01/pope-s-msge-for-world-day-of-social-
communications-2019-released.html).’ 

So in this time while we use this great blessing let us also remember the danger of over-relying on it 
and forgetting the greater blessing of real communion with our family, parish, and friends. 

http://www.mqofblacktown.org.au/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-01/pope-s-msge-for-world-day-of-social-communications-2019-released.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2019-01/pope-s-msge-for-world-day-of-social-communications-2019-released.html


 

 

Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 

 
 
 

Available Space 
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LOURDES  
Medical Centre - BLACKTOWN 
 

GP Required 
* Doctor owned well      
established    practice. 
* AGPAL Accredited. 
* Nursing, Pathology and 
Allied health on site.  

P: 0421 2180 72  
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au    

NEW CATHOLIC TV Channel:  
Shalom World  

 
Is a commercial-free, high-definition, Catholic 
family channel that reaches out to the world 
witnessing the truth of Christ. The channel 
supplements the pastoral efforts of the Church to 
spread the Good News of Christ Jesus. 
 
SHALOM WORLD offers programs that will truly 
be a spiritual banquet to people of all ages. 
 
More details: https://www.shalomworldtv.org/about 

 
Shalom World Australia was launched on 26th 
January 2018, the Australia Day. Find the launch 
PROMO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

mailto:therese@lourdesmc.com.au
https://www.shalomworldtv.org/about

