
 

 

Divine Mercy  
 

Just over a week ago we heard someone cry out in the midst of a terrible 
injustice, ‘forgive them’.  However, entitled he would have been to feel angry at 
his false accusers, to complain ‘It’s not fair, why me?’ he did not.  He bore the 
injustice and prayed for mercy. 
 
That someone was Jesus.  He transformed a moment of great injustice and 
betrayal into the moment of mercy.  And today, on this Divine Mercy Sunday 
we praise him for it, and thank him for it. 
 
I think all of us find those words of Jesus admirable.  We find his act of mercy 
wonderful to see and think about.  And all of us have difficulty putting it into 
practice in our own life.  So often when we are wronged, we do not cry out, 
‘Father, forgive them.’  Instead we probably more often than not say, ‘It’s not 
fair, why me?’ 
 
But my guess is that a lot of us find it even more difficult to trust in that mercy 
for ourselves.  Every year we hear Jesus proclaim this act of mercy, every Mass 
we ask for it, every time we go to confession we hear the words, ‘I absolve you 
from your sins…’ but how often do we really believe we are forgiven?  How 
often do we let the memories of something in our past haunt us and cripple us?  
How often do we kick ourselves because we should have done better, because 
we keep falling? How often do we think ourselves unworthy of that mercy Jesus 
gave us from the Cross?  How hard it is for us to trust in his mercy for us. 
 
That is why that little prayer given to St. Faustina for the Divine Mercy is so 
powerful, yet so difficult to pray: ‘Jesus, I trust in you.’  It is difficult because 
we so often don’t trust in his mercy, but it is powerful because when we do, 
when we learn to receive his mercy and trust in it, we are given an immense 
freedom.  We are given the grace to truly believe that we are free from our sins, 
from our past, from the weakness that cripples us.  We learn to believe that we 
are beloved sons and daughters of the Father – a hard lesson to learn, but worth 
it!  Let us this Sunday ask for the grace to trust in his mercy for ourselves. 

 

Fr Jack 

 

DAILY READINGS 
 

M   20 Apr:  Acts 4:23-31;  
                       Jn 3:1-8 
 
Tu  21 Apr:  Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7-15 
   
W   22 Apr:  Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21                
 
Th  23 Apr:  Acts 5:27-33, Jn 3:31-36 
                          
F    24 Apr:  Acts 5:34-42; Jn 6:1-15                                     
          
Sa   25 Apr:  Wis 3:1-9; 1 Cor 1:18-25;       
                       Jn 12:23-28                       
                           
Su   19 Apr:  Acts 2:14, 22-33;  
                       1 Pt 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35       

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, 
 Blacktown 

 We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship. 

SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER                                                              19th April 2020 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a 
welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic 
community.  
 

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of 
the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus 
through prayer, witness and action and to 
respond to the needs of the family in the 
Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The Parish Office will be open from 9am to 
1pm.  These hours will operate until 
further notice. 
 
 
We encourage all parishioners to access 
our parish website for a variety of 
resources to aid with enriching your 
spiritual life in this time of isolation and 
social distancing. 
 
Resources for prayers, online Masses and 
more are found on the website homepage 
 

Parishioners are  invited to watch the 
Sunday Mass with Bishop Vincent.  

Please visit (www.parracatholic.org)                             
Live stream on You Tube                 

www.youtube.com/user/ 

Parramatta Diocese Facebook 
www.facebook.com/parracatholic 

 
 

Second SUNDAY of Easter 



 

 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers 
bring the sacraments of Eucharist, 
reconciliation, and anointing of the sick to 
members who are unable to participate 
because of illness or aging.  

For more information and to arrange receiving of the 
sacraments, please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125. 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and 
copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday 
& Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel 
Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English 

in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 1 Pt 2:2 

Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, spiritual milk, 

that in him you may grow to salvation, alleluia. 

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 117:2-4. 13-15. 22-24. R. v. 1 

 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, 
his love is everlasting. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 Pt 1:3-9 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Jn 20:29 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Christ has become our paschal sacrifice; 
let us feast with joy in the Lord. 

Alleluia! 

GOSPEL: Jn 20:19-31 

In the evening of that same day, the first day of the week, the doors were 
closed in the room where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus 
came and stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with you,’ and 
showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy 

when they saw the Lord, and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. 

‘As the Father sent me, 

so am I sending you.’ 

After saying this he breathed on them and said: 

‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, 
they are forgiven; 
for those whose sins you retain, 

they are retained.’ 

Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them 
when Jesus came. When the disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he 
answered, ‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands and can 
put my finger into the holes they made, and unless I can put my hand into 
his side, I refuse to believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the 
house again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but 
Jesus came in and stood among them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then 
he spoke to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my hands. Give 
me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt no longer but believe.’ Thomas 

replied, ‘My Lord and my God!’ Jesus said to him: 

‘You believe because you can see me. 

Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 

There were many other signs that Jesus worked and the disciples saw, but 
they are not recorded in this book. These are recorded so that you may 
believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing this you 

may have life through his name. 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Cf. Jn 20:27  
 
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, 

and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 

 2ND SUNDAY OF EASTER  

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

          

SICK 
 Claudia Perez, John & Norma McGettigan, Orfeo Marchetti, Silvana 

Murphy,  Adolfino V Alcedo, George Collin,  
Candida Irugalbandara,  

 
 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES  
Van Suu Vu 

 
                                        

Names submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a time. 
 

Dear fellow parishioners, 
 
I’m Michael Zerafa, MQOF Parish Finance Committee Chair.  I’m making this 
plea on behalf of our parish community.   
 
Individuals, families and business are hurting and so is YOUR PARISH. 
 
The absence of weekend Masses means that our parish is no longer receiving 
donations at this time, other than from those parishioners participating in Planned 
Giving and who are contributing regularly via credit card or bank account 
deduction.  
 
To those parishioners who are continuing to give at this time we say, a very big 
THANK YOU! 
Whilst our church buildings are closed, our usual expenses such as - insurances, 
loan repayments, staff salaries, and bills must still be met. 
 
Thus, the reason for this humble appeal. 
 
There are two ways you can donate:
 
Transfer funds directly to our Parish Bank Account via your own Bank’s  
On-line-Banking portal 
The details of our Parish Bank Account are as follows: 
 
Name of Account: Blacktown Catholic Church 
Bank: Commonwealth Bank 
BSB Number: 067 950 
Account Number: 00677 
Remitter Name: Your  Surname and Initials 
 
Transfer funds directly to our Parish Bank Account from your VISA or 
MasterCard using B-Point 
To do this, go to the MQOF website, www.mqofblacktown.org.au, go to ‘Donate’ 
and then click on  B-Point. Once there, select ‘1400163-Donation’ at the Biller 
Code field, type your Full Name, Phone Number and, at ‘Purpose of Payment’ 
type ‘Second Collection’ then, type in the amount you wish to contribute, and 
proceed with inputting your credit card details, then finally click ‘Proceed’.  
 
On behalf of the Finance Committee and the Parish Clergy Team, we pray God’s 
Blessings on you, and your families at this very difficult time. Thank you for your 
ongoing support of your parish and we look forward to the day that we all join 
together, to celebrate Holy Mass, as a family, without Social Distancing!! 
 
God Bless and take care,  

 
Michael Zerafa 
Chairperson, MQOF Finance Committee

YOUR PARISH NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT AT THIS TIME! 

Project Compassion boxes and donations 
 

If you would like to donate to Project Compassion 
please call Caritas directly on 1800 024 413 or visit   
https://lent.caritas.org.au 
 

For those who have taken home boxes please hold 
on to them until after Easter at which time the 
Diocese will advise how the donations can be 
collected. 

http://www.mqofblacktown.org.au/


 

 

CATECHESIS 

 
 
These restrictions bring difficulties to so many.  For us Catholics, one difficulty is not being able to come to meet 
the Lord with the whole parish in the coming week of his passion, death, and resurrection.  However, the NSW 
government have allowed priests and other ministers of religion to conduct pastoral visits.  So, while you are not 
able to come to church this Holy Week, we can come to you.
  
The Church has had for some time a traditional blessing of homes during Easter, which recalls the new waters of 
Baptism and the new Passover: the passion and Resurrection of Jesus.  Frs. Regie, John Paul, and Jack are willing 
throughout the Octave of Easter (and beyond if necessary) to come to your house to offer this Easter blessing.  

  
In the interests of safety, we propose that if you would like this blessing, we will come to the fence or edge of your property, the 
household will gather at the front door or porch maintaining social distancing, and we will give the blessing from the edge of your 
property.  This will hopefully keep us all safe while also allowing us to share in the Easter joys.  If you are uncomfortable in anyway 
with this then there is no necessity to request a blessing.  Please be assured of our prayers for you instead. 
 
If you would like this Easter blessing, then please contact the parish office in order to book a time, leaving your name, number, and address.  Times 
are from 9am-12pm, and 2pm-5pm from 20th April-24th April. 

HOMILY OF ST POPE JOHH PAUL II ON THE CANONIZATION  
OF SR MARY FAUSTINA KOWALSKA (Sunday, 30 April 2000)  

"Give thanks to the Lord for he is good; his steadfast love endures for ever" (Ps 118: 1). So the Church sings on the Octave of Easter, as if receiving 
from Christ's lips these words of the Psalm; from the lips of the risen Christ, who bears the great message of divine mercy and entrusts its ministry to 
the Apostles in the Upper Room:  "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, even so I send you.... Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the 

sins of any, they are forgiven; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained" (Jn 20: 21-23).  

Before speaking these words, Jesus shows his hands and his side. He points, that is, to the wounds of the Passion, especially the wound in his 
heart, the source from which flows the great wave of mercy poured out on humanity. From that heart Sr Faustina Kowalska, the blessed whom from 
now on we will call a saint, will see two rays of light shining from that heart and illuminating the world:  "The two rays", Jesus himself explained to her 

one day, "represent blood and water" (Diary, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, p. 132).  

Divine Mercy reaches human beings through the heart of Christ crucified:  "My daughter, say that I am love and mercy personified", Jesus will ask Sr 
Faustina (Diary, p. 374). Christ pours out this mercy on humanity though the sending of the Spirit who, in the Trinity, is the Person-Love. And is not 
mercy love's "second name" (cf. Dives in misericordia, n. 7), understood in its deepest and most tender aspect, in its ability to take upon itself the 

burden of any need and, especially, in its immense capacity for forgiveness?  

Jesus told Sr Faustina:  "Humanity will not find peace until it turns trustfully to divine mercy" (Diary, p. 132)… It is not a new message but can be 
considered a gift of special enlightenment that helps us to relive the Gospel of Easter more intensely, to offer it as a ray of light to the men and 

women of our time.  

 
It is important then that we accept the whole message that comes to us from the word of God on this Second Sunday of Easter, which from now on 
throughout the Church will be called "Divine Mercy Sunday". In the various readings, the liturgy seems to indicate the path of mercy which, while      
re-establishing the relationship of each person with God, also creates new relations of fraternal solidarity among human beings. Christ has taught us 
that "man not only receives and experiences the mercy of God, but is also called "to practise mercy' towards others:  "Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall obtain mercy' (Mt 5: 7)" (Dives in misericordia, n. 14). He also showed us the many paths of mercy, which not only forgives sins but 

reaches out to all human needs. Jesus bent over every kind of human poverty, material and spiritual…   

In fact, love of God and love of one's brothers and sisters are inseparable, as the First Letter of John has reminded us:  "By this we know that we 
love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments" (5: 2). Here the Apostle reminds us of the truth of love, showing us its 

measure and criterion in the observance of the commandments.  

It is not easy to love with a deep love, which lies in the authentic gift of self. This love can only be learned by penetrating the mystery of God's love. 
Looking at him, being one with his fatherly heart, we are able to look with new eyes at our brothers and sisters, with an attitude of unselfishness and 

solidarity, of generosity and forgiveness. All this is mercy!  

 Sr Faustina Kowalska wrote in her Diary:  "I feel tremendous pain when I see the sufferings of my neighbours. All my neighbours' sufferings 
reverberate in my own heart; I carry their anguish in my heart in such a way that it even physically destroys me. I would like all their sorrows to fall 
upon me, in order to relieve my neighbour" (Diary, p. 365). This is the degree of compassion to which love leads, when it takes the love of God as its 

measure!  

It is this love which must inspire humanity today, if it is to face the crisis of the meaning of life, the challenges of the most diverse needs and, 
especially, the duty to defend the dignity of every human person. Thus the message of divine mercy is also implicitly a message about the value of 
every human being. Each person is precious in God's eyes; Christ gave his life for each one; to everyone the Father gives his Spirit and offers 

intimacy.  

Let us too, the pilgrim Church, join our voice to the voice of Mary most holy, "Mother of Mercy", to the voice of this new saint who sings of mercy with 

all God's friends in the heavenly Jerusalem.  

Today, let us make our own prayer of trusting abandonment and say with firm hope:   

Christ Jesus, I trust in you!    

© Copyright 2000 - Libreria Editrice Vaticana 

http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0215/_INDEX.HTM
http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0215/_INDEX.HTM


 

 

Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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LOURDES  
Medical Centre - BLACKTOWN 
 

GP Required 
* Doctor owned well      
established    practice. 
* AGPAL Accredited. 
* Nursing, Pathology and 
Allied health on site.  

P: 0421 2180 72  
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au    

NEW CATHOLIC TV Channel:  
Shalom World  

 
Is a commercial-free, high-definition, Catholic 
family channel that reaches out to the world 
witnessing the truth of Christ. The channel 
supplements the pastoral efforts of the Church to 
spread the Good News of Christ Jesus. 
 
SHALOM WORLD offers programs that will truly 
be a spiritual banquet to people of all ages. 
 
More details: https://www.shalomworldtv.org/about 

 
Shalom World Australia was launched on 26th 
January 2018, the Australia Day. Find the launch 
PROMO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

Message from Catholic Diocese of Parramatta Services  
Limited 

 
Early Years Education & Care: Vacation Care  

Term One 2020 
 

At this time of crisis, the Diocese’s network of early years 
education and care services provides a vital service for families 
who continue to require childcare, in particular any family involved 
in providing essential services. Vacation care will operate at the 
following 11 locations: 
 
Mother Teresa Primary Westmead 
St Bernadette's Primary Castle Hill 
St Monica's Primary North Parramatta 
St Paul The Apostle Primary Winston Hills 
Good Shepherd Primary Plumpton
Holy Cross Primary Glenwood 
Mary Immaculate Primary Quakers Hill 
Catholic Learning Community of St John XXIII Stanhope Gardens 
St Michael's Primary Blacktown South 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel Primary Wentworthville                  
Bethany Catholic Primary Glenmore Park 

mailto:therese@lourdesmc.com.au
https://www.shalomworldtv.org/about

