
 

 

These saints know firsthand about surviving pandemics 

By Meg Hunter-Kilmer | Mar 12, 2020  

But even more, they know about how a pandemic can become a way to serve God and neighbor…  

Finding a saint who worked with victims of plagues and other epidemics can be a struggle—

because there are too many to count! 

During the 3rd-century Plague of Cyprian (famous for killing upwards of 5,000 people a day in 

Rome), Christians were reported running toward sufferers, eager to nurse them whatever the cost. 

In Alexandria (where two thirds of the population was lost to this plague) St. Dionysius wrote of 

the Christians, “Heedless of danger, they took charge of the sick, attending to their every need and 

ministering to them in Christ, and with them departed this life serenely happy; for they were 

infected by others with the disease, drawing on themselves the sickness of their neighbors and 

cheerfully accepting their pains.”  

In fact, so many Christians died nursing the sick in Alexandria, the group of unnamed heroes was 

awarded a feast day (February 28) and venerated as martyrs. 

As coronavirus spreads around the globe, leaving many sick and many more frightened, we would 

do well to ask the intercession of those who fought plagues and epidemics and won halos in the 

process. 

St. Godeberta of Noyon (c. 700) cared for  the sick in a less dir ect way that many others. An 

abbess with great influence over the people who lived near her abbey, Godeberta encouraged them 

to pray for the end of a plague. After they spent three days fasting in sackcloth and ashes, the 

plague ended quite suddenly. 

St. Roch (1295-1327) embarked on a pilgrimage to Rome when he was 20, begging all the way. 

When he arrived in Italy, he discovered a country ravaged by the plague. Roch set about caring for 

the sick strangers he came upon (often curing them miraculously) until he himself contracted the 

disease. Knowing nobody, Roch dragged himself to the forest to die, but a local dog brought him 

food and licked his wounds until Roch recovered. 

St. Charles Borromeo (1538-1584) was a cardinal when famine and plague struck Milan. Though 

most nobles fled the city, Cardinal Borromeo organized the religious who remained to feed and 

care for the hungry and sick. They fed over 60,000 people a day, the bill largely footed by the 

Cardinal, who went into personal debt to feed the hungry. He also personally visited those 

suffering from plague and bathed their sores, having first written his will and prepared himself for 

death. But the good Cardinal was spared, living another six years after what would eventually be 

called “the Plague of St. Charles.”                                                                     Continued on page 3... 

 

LITURGY TIMES 
 

Weekday Masses 
 

St Michael’s: 8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  
Wednesday 7.30pm 

 

St Patrick’s: 9am Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, 
Sat and 7.30pm Friday only.  

 

Sunday Masses 
 

5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 
7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.00am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass             
(St Michael’s) 

2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 
3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 

5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 

Reconciliation: 
 

St Michael’s: Wednesday 6:30pm-7:25pm  
St Patrick’s: Fr iday 6:30pm-7:25pm &    

Saturday 9:30am-10:25am 
 

Holy Hour:  
St Michael’s: Wednesday 6:30pm—7:30pm 

St Patrick’s: Fr iday 6:30pm—7:30pm  
 

Baptisms, Marriages & Funerals by  
appointment. 

 
DAILY READINGS 

 
 

M   23 Mar:  Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 
 

Tu  24 Mar:  Ez 47:1-9,12; Jn 5:1-3,5-16             
   

W   25 Mar:  Is 7:10-14,8:10; Heb 10:4-10   
                                      Lk 1:26-38 
Th  26 Mar:  Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 
 

F     27 Mar:  Wis 2:1,12-22;                                        
                          Jn 7:1-2,10,25-30 
          
Sa   28 Mar:  Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-52                        
                           
Su   29 Mar:  Ez 37:12-14; Rom 8:8-11; 
                         Jn 11:1-45  
                                          

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish, 
 Blacktown 

 We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship. 

4th  SUNDAY OF LENT   Yr A                                      22 March 2020 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

 
 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a 
welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic 
community.  
 

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of 
the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus 
through prayer, witness and action and to 
respond to the needs of the family in the 
Blacktown community and beyond. 

FOURTH SUNDAY  
OF LENT 
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We are a welcoming parish…  you are invited, welcomed, accepted, 
loved and respected by the Catholic Community of Mary, Queen of the 
Family.  If you are not an active member of this Community, consider 
partaking in what we have to offer.  We serve the Community through 
outreach, education, social activities, sacramental preparation, youth and 
comfort to the sick and mourning.  In addition to our spiritual and 
outreach organisations, perchance you have an interest in joining one of 
our many liturgical ministries such as: Minister of Holy Communion, 
Reader/Commentator, Welcomer, Minister of DVP/Power Point, etc.  
Volunteers are formally registered by filling out a Join a Ministry form 
that is then entered into the parish data system (information supplied 
remains confidential).  These forms are available from the parish office 
or in the church foyer. 

“Faith is not something decorative or for show. To 
have faith means to put Christ truly at the centre of 

our lives.”  

Frankly Speaking... 

Our clergy and pastoral care ministers bring the 
sacraments of Eucharist, reconciliation, and 
anointing of the sick to members who are unable 
to participate because of illness or aging.  

For more information and to arrange receiving of the sacraments, 
please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125. 

PASTORAL CARE FOR THE HOMEBOUND 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 

Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved. 

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Is 66:10-11  

Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in 
mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 
 

FIRST READING: 1 Sm 16:1, 6-7, 10-13 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 22. R.v.1 
 

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want. 
 

SECOND READING: Eph 5:8-14 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Jn 8:12 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 
whoever follows me will have the light of life. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 

GOSPEL: Jn 9:1-41  

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. His 
disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, for him 
to have been born blind?’ ‘Neither he nor his parents sinned,’ Jesus 
answered, ‘he was born blind so that the works of God might be 
displayed in him. 

‘As long as the day lasts 
I must carry out the work of the one who sent me; 
the night will soon be here when no one can work. 
As long as I am in the world 
I am the light of the world.’ 

Having said this, he spat on the ground, made a paste with the spittle, put 
this over the eyes of the blind man and said to him, ‘Go and wash in the 
Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the blind man went off 
and washed himself, and came away with his sight restored. 

His neighbours and people who earlier had seen him begging said, ‘Isn’t 
this the man who used to sit and beg?’ Some said, ‘Yes, it is the same 
one.’ Others said, ‘No, he only looks like him.’ The man himself said, ‘I 
am the man.’ So they said to him, ‘Then how do your eyes come to be 
open?’ ‘The man called Jesus’ he answered ‘made a paste, daubed my 
eyes with it and said to me, “Go and wash at Siloam”; so I went, and 
when I washed I could see.’ They asked, ‘Where is he?’ ‘I don’t know’ 
he answered. 

They brought the man who had been blind to the Pharisees. It had been a 
sabbath day when Jesus made the paste and opened the man’s eyes, so 
when the Pharisees asked him how he had come to see, he said, ‘He put a 
paste on my eyes, and I washed, and I can see.’ Then some of 
the Pharisees said, ‘This man cannot be from God: he does not keep the 
sabbath.’ Others said, ‘How could a sinner produce signs like this?’ And 
there was disagreement among them. So they spoke to the blind man 
again, ‘What have you to say about him yourself, now that he has opened 
your eyes?’ ‘He is a prophet’ replied the man. 

However, the Jews would not believe that the man had been blind and 
had gained his sight, without first sending for his parents and asking 
them, ‘Is this man really your son who you say was born blind? If so, 
how is it that he is now able to see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know he 
is our son and we know he was born blind, but we don’t know how it is 
that he can see now, or who opened his eyes. He is old enough: let him 
speak for himself.’ His parents spoke like this out of fear of the Jews, 
who had already agreed to expel from the synagogue anyone who should 
acknowledge Jesus as the Christ. This was why his parents said, ‘He is 
old enough; ask him.’ 

So the Jews again sent for the man and said to him, ‘Give glory to God! 
For our part, we know that this man is a sinner.’ The man answered, ‘I 
don’t know if he is a sinner; I only know that I was blind and now I can 
see.’ They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your 
eyes?’ He replied, ‘I have told you once and you wouldn’t listen. Why do 
you want to hear it all again? Do you want to become his disciples too?’ 
At this they hurled abuse at him: ‘You can be his disciple,’ they said ‘we 
are disciples of Moses: we know that God spoke to Moses, but as for this 
man, we don’t know where he comes from.’ The man replied, ‘Now here 
is an astonishing thing! He has opened my eyes, and you don’t know 
where he comes from! We know that God doesn’t listen to sinners, but 
God does listen to men who are devout and do his will. Ever since the 
world began it is unheard of for anyone to open the eyes of a man who 
was born blind; if this man were not from God, he couldn’t do a thing.’  

 FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
‘Are you trying to teach us,’ they replied ‘and you a sinner through and 
through, since you were born!’ And they drove him away. 

Jesus heard they had driven him away, and when he found him he said 
to him, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ ‘Sir,’ the man replied ‘tell 
me who he is so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said, ‘You are looking 
at him; he is speaking to you.’ The man said, ‘Lord, I believe’, and wor-
shipped him. 

Jesus said: 

‘It is for judgement 
that I have come into this world, 
so that those without sight may see 
and those with sight turn blind.’ 

Hearing this, some Pharisees who were present said to him, ‘We are not 
blind, surely?’ Jesus replied: 

‘Blind? If you were, you would not be guilty, 
but since you say, “We see”, 
your guilt remains.’ 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Jn 4:13-14                              

The Lord anointed my eyes: I went, I washed, I saw and I believed in God. 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE IN OUR COMMUNITY 

          SPECIAL INTENTIONS 

Edgardo Gutierrez, Julius Lapura Jacoba, Felicidad Borja  

SICK 
 John & Norma McGettigan, Orfeo Marchetti, Silvana Murphy,  

Adolfino V Alcedo, George Collin, Candida Irugalbandara, 
Doreen Stanslaus, Peter Fredu, Rita Attard 

 

RECENTLY DECEASED 
Jane Thomas 

 

DEATH ANNIVERSARIES                                                                  

Van Suu Vu 
 
 
 

Name submitted to Parish for the sick list will show for 4 weeks at a 
time. 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Crom#rom005


 

 

 
St Michaels Church: 

 
58 Orwell Street Blacktown. 

St Patrick’s Church: 51-59 Allawah Street Blacktown. Office Hours: Mon-Fri 9am-4pm 

Telephone: 02 9622 1125; A/H  02 9621 3146 

Email: admin@mqofblacktown.org.au     

BPoi nt  payme nt  sys tem  
Fol l ow the  l i nks                            
on  our  webs i te .  

Parish Staff Parish Moderator: Fr  Regie Lavilla, MSP 

 Priest: Fr  John Paul Escar lan 

 Priest: Fr  Jack Green 

 Deacon: Rev. John Cinya 

 Finance Officer: Sarah Damole   E: accounts@mqofblacktown.org.au 

 Secretary: Ann Har t      E: admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 

 Sacramental Coordinator: Chr istina Rodr icks               E: sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 

 Parish Assistant: Kaitlyn  Vergano                                  E: admin@mqogblacktown.org.au  

 Catechist Coordinator: Sandra Baker                               

 Youth Ministry Leaders: Franchecsa Tenadora & Frank Mangion 

Parish Council Chair: Cecil Fernandes  ; Asst Chair: Ruth Miranda ;  Secretary: Eva Cheetley; Members: Nathan Fernandez, Debojit 
Roy, Sidney Lazum, Phi Nguyen, Jude Miranda, Joseph Azzi, Ashley Azzi, Harlane Petersen, Fr. Regie Lavilla, Fr John Paul Es-
carlan, Fr Jack Green, Deacon John Cinya 

Parish School St Michael’s Primary:             P : 8869 6200            https://www.stmichaelsblacktown.catholic.edu.au  
St Patrick’s Primary:              P : 8869 6000            https://www.stpatsblacktown.catholic.edu.au  
Nagle College:                          P : 8887 4507            https://www.nagleblacktown.catholic.edu.au 
Patrician Brothers College:    P : 8811 0300            https://www.patsblacktown.nsw.edu.au  
Catholic Early Learning Centre (St Michael’s) : P : 8814 8406   https://www.celcblacktownsth.catholic.edu.au  
Institute for Mission:              P : 9296 6369 
Catholic Care:                         P : 8843 2530            https://www.Blacktown@ccss.org.au 

Nursing Home Opal Nursing Home ( 37 Kildare Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148 ) P : 9852 9600  
Mulluana Retirement Village (61 Bungar r ibee Rd, Blacktown NSW 2148) P : 8822 2100   

www.mqofblacktown.org.au www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics

Tap & Go Using your Credit/Debit Card or Phone  e.g. Apple Pay 

Jean & Betty’s 
Bus Tours 

 
 

Jean & Betty’s Bus Tours 
are cancelled until further 
notice. 
 
From Jean 

….continued from page 1              These saints know firsthand about surviving pandemics                                                   
 

 St. Henry Morse (1595-1645) was born an English Protestant but became a Jesuit priest and returned to England to serve covertly. Much of his 

work consisted in serving victims of the plague, both in the 1624 outbreak and again (after he had been banished from England but secretly returned) 

in 1635. In 1635-1636, Morse contracted the plague three times but recovered each time. When he was later captured, his work with plague victims 

was considered and he was released. The next time he was captured, there was no such clemency, and Morse was martyred. 

St. Virginia Centurione Bracelli (1587-1651) was a wealthy widow when a plague broke out in Genoa. She housed many of the sick in her home; 

running out of space, she rented a vacant convent, then built more housing. Though the plague ended, Virginia’s hospital continued serving hundreds 

of sick people, and the religious order Virginia founded in the midst of all this continues to this day. 

Bl. Peter Donders (1809-1887) was a Dutch Redemptorist priest who served in Suriname for 45 years. He fought for the rights of enslaved people, 

evangelized indigenous people, and nursed the sick during an epidemic (to which he briefly succumbed). He spent his last three decades serving in a 

leper colony and advocating with the authorities to obtain better care for his people.  

St. Jose Brochero (1840-1914) was an Argentinean priest. Immediately after his ordination, Fr. Jose nursed the sick through a cholera epidemic and 

emerged unscathed. Then, to serve his parishioners, he built 125 miles of roads and connected his parish with mail and telegraph services and a 

railway line. Eventually, he contracted leprosy and began to go blind, after which he retired both from active ministry and from single-handedly 

building the infrastructure of the region. He had spent over 40 years serving as priest, nurse, lobbyist, carpenter, and construction worker. 

St. Marianne Cope (1838-1918) answered the call of the king of Hawaii to bring her Sisters to Hawaii and serve the lepers alongside St. Damien of 

Molokai. Though many feared the disease then thought to be extremely contagious, Marianne assured her Sisters that not one of them would contract 

it. Through strict hygiene practices and a good amount of grace, the Sisters worked with the lepers of Molokai for nearly a century without one of 

them contracting the terrible disease.        www.aleteia.org 

Bishop’s Good Samaritan Appeal 
21/22 March 2020 

 
Following directives from the Diocese of Parramatta, the 
Catholic Foundation’s Bishop’s Good Samaritan Appeal for 
this coming weekend (21 and 22 March) around the theme 
of the Good Samaritan, has been postponed until later in the 
year.  

Due to the current 
circumstances surrounding 
COVID-19 it is necessary to 
suspend the MQOF Café and 
One Meal until further notice. 

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au
http://www.aleteia.org


 

 

Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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Malta Travel - Tours 2020 
1.Tasmania - Join us on a March group to the Island 
of untamed  
beauty and friendly people. Call Monica - 9896 0712 or 
0414 859386 
2. Gorgeous Hawaii: Mid-May 2020. Join us on a 
hilarious escorted  tour: Honolulu - Pearl Harbour 
Polynesian Culture - Maui - Hilo - Kona - Kauai.  
Call Paul Vassallo: 9666 6684, Mob: 0416 951 502. 
3. NEW TOUR: East Canada & USA: September 
2020. Boston—Montreal - Quebec - Ottawa - 
Kingston - Toronto - Niagara Falls - Washington - 
New York. Call Char lie - 9631 2689 or 0412 523 893. 
You get the lot: flights, hotels, food, touring, transfers 
and insurance.   

LOURDES  
Medical Centre - BLACKTOWN 
 

GP Required 
* Doctor owned well      
established    practice. 
* AGPAL Accredited. 
* Nursing, Pathology and 
Allied health on site.  

P: 0421 2180 72  
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au    

NEW CATHOLIC TV Channel:  
Shalom World  

 
Is a commercial-free, high-definition, Catholic 
family channel that reaches out to the world 
witnessing the truth of Christ. The channel 
supplements the pastoral efforts of the Church to 
spread the Good News of Christ Jesus. 
 
SHALOM WORLD offers programs that will truly 
be a spiritual banquet to people of all ages. 
 
More details: https://www.shalomworldtv.org/about 

 
Shalom World Australia was launched on 26th 
January 2018, the Australia Day. Find the launch 
PROMO: https://www.youtube.com/watch?

mailto:therese@lourdesmc.com.au
https://www.shalomworldtv.org/about

