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Sunday, 5 January 2020—Year A 

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

The ‘wise men’ are referred to as ‘Magi’. Magi was the name given to the Persian priestly caste. 
Persia (now, Iran) lies to the east of Israel. These wise men are also sometimes portrayed as 
astrologers, but that is largely because of the reference ‘We saw his star as it rose’. It is 
interesting that the passage describes ‘some’ wise men; tradition has developed a specific 
number of three – based on the three gifts presented. These anonymous (and purely literary) 
figures have been given names and their ‘relics’ lie in honour beneath the Cathedral of Cologne. 

 
The feast of the Epiphany celebrates the revelation of Jesus to humankind. The wise men are the 
representatives of humanity bearing witness to this revelation. However, the Epiphany celebrates 
the revelation of Jesus as not only the Messiah of Israel but the Saviour of the whole world. 
Interestingly, in this gospel that emphasises the ‘Jewish-ness’ of Jesus, the witnesses to the birth 
are gentiles from a foreign land. Their inclusion is a powerful declaration that the revelation of 
Jesus is for all people. Regardless of the liturgical year, this reading is always used on the feast 
of the Epiphany to celebrate this pivotal moment. 

 
The wise men, or Magi, are warned in a dream not to go back to Herod and they go home by a 
different way. How could they do anything but go home another way – indeed, go home as 
different people? They are changed by their encounter with the child Jesus and they go home a 
different way; in a different state; in a whole different frame of mind. When we genuinely 
encounter Jesus – in scripture, in life, in prayer, in ourselves – then we cannot go home the same 
way; we must go home by a different way as the Magi did.   
 

                                                                                                   Greg Sunter  

THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 

 
PARISH SCHOOLS 

St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  
St Patrick’s Primary                     8869 6000 
Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College             88110300  
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 
(St Michael’s)                                

 
Institute for Mission                   9296 6369  
Diocesan Ministry Centre          88383460     
Catholic Care                              8843 2530  
Blacktown@ccss.org.au 

 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
 www.facebook.com/
blacktowncatholics 
 
 
 @mqofblacktown 

bPoint  pa yment  s yst em  
Fol low th e l inks  
on our  web si te .  

St Michael’s Church 
58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 

11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125            A/H :   9621  3146   
Fax:  9671 6425  
Emai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l ac k t o w n .o r g .au  

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: 8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  

Wednesday 8.30am & 7.30pm 
St Patrick’s: 9am Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat 

Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.00am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

P AR IS H  TE AM  
Moderator:                 Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:                      Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:                                  Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:                                          John Cinya 
Finance Officer:                                 Sarah Damole 
Pastoral Care Coordinator:          Antoinette Mangion 
Sacramental Coordinator:             Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistants:    Cate, Kaitlyn, Todd, Ann   
 
The Parish Office is closed each day between  
12.30pm-1pm 
Parish Team Meetings each Wednesday 
from 10.00 - 11.00am 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Mal 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12 
Behold, the  Lord, the Mighty One, has come; and kingship 

is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 60:1-6 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 71 (72):1-2,7-8,10-13 
 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

 
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:2-3, 5-6 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Matthew 2:2  

Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star in the East; and 
have come to adore the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Mt 2:1-12  
 
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during 
the reign of King Herod, some wise men cane to Jerusalem 
from the east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they 
asked. ‘We saw his star as it rose and have come to do him 
homage.’ When King Herod heard this he was perturbed, 
and so was the whole of Jerusalem. He called together all 
the chief priests and the scribes of the people, and enquired 
of them where the Christ was to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in 
Judaea,’ they told him ‘for this is what the prophet wrote: 
 
And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are by no 
means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you will 
come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 
 
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. 
He asked them the exact date on which the star had 
appeared, and sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out 
all about the child,’ he said ‘and when you have found him, 
let me know, so that I too may go and do him homage.’ 
Having listened to what the king had to say, they set out. 
And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; 
it went forward, and halted over the place where the child 
was. The sight of the star filled them with delight, and 
going into the house they saw the child with his mother 
Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. Then, 
opening their treasured, they offered him gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream 
not to go back to Herod, and returned to their own country 
by a different way. 

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Cf. Mt 2:2 
 
We have seen his star in the East, and have come with gifts 
to adore the Lord. 
 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

“Like the Magi, believers are led by 
faith to seek God in the most hidden 
places, knowing that the Lord waits 
for them there.” — Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

Sunday, 5 January—The Epiphany of the Lord 
 

Daily Readings 
 

M  6 Jan: 1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Mt 4:12-17,23-25 
T   7 Jan: 1Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44 
W  8 Jan: 1Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52 
Th 9 Jan: 1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Lk 4:14-22  
F   10 Jan: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16 
Sa  11 Jan: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30  
Su  12 Jan: Is 42:1-6,6-7; Acts 10:34-38;  
Mt 3:13-17 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 
 

Anniversaries:  Margaret Apap, Jamie Ross Lee 

Paul Borg, Maria Aquilina, Michael Desanti,   

Jamily Mikicic, Matiani, Joseph Redman 

 
Special Intentions:  
 
We remember and pray for those who are ill at 
home or in hospital at this time: Candida 
Irugalbandara, Claudia Taberas Estelle Magee, Claudia 
Tabares, Lekisha Grace Panlilio, Amy Hliounakis, Fr 
Peter Njau, C.S.Sp, Ardanette Seguban, Sandra Gaye 
Mee, Lucina Canete, Felipe Castillo, Beato Justiniano G. 
Toledo, Frank & Anjela Barglik, Joseph El Khoury, 
Maricel Sarmiento, Michelle Makin. 
 
 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the 
name of a loved one who is ill or you are going 
into hospital and would like to be anointed, please 
contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also 
write your Mass intention on the envelopes 
provided, indicating the time and date that you 
would like your intention to be offered.  

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE and  
Operating Times 

 
MQOF Parish Office will be closed from 
Tuesday 24 December 2019 and reopen on 
Monday 6 January 2020. From Monday 6 
January 2020 to Friday 24 January the office 
will operate between the hours of 9am and 12 
noon. Normal operating hours will commence 
from Tuesday 28 January 2020.  
 
For emergencies please call our after hours 
number 9621 3146.0 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011




Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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Malta Travel - Tours 2020 
1.Tasmania - Only 3 couples left! Be quick and  
call Monica - 9896 0712 or 0414 859386 
2. Gorgeous Hawaii: September 2020. Join us on 
a hilarious escorted  tour: Honolulu - Pearl Harbour 
Polynesian Culture - Maui - Hilo - Kona - Kauai.  
Call Paul Vassallo: 9666 6684, Mob: 0416 951 502. 
3. NEW TOUR: East Canada & USA: July 2020. 
Boston—Montreal - Quebec - Ottawa - Kingston - 
Toronto - Niagara Falls - Washington - New 
York.  
Call Charlie - 9631 2689 or 0412 523 893. 
You get the lot: flights, hotels, food, touring, 
transfers and insurance.   

LOURDES  
Medical Centre - BLACKTOWN 
 

GP Required 
* Doctor owned well      
established    practice. 
* AGPAL Accredited. 
* Nursing, Pathology and 
Allied health on site.  

P: 0421 2180 72  
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au    

ST MICHAEL’S 40th  
ANNIVERSARY 

THANK YOU  

To the Parish Team for their support; to Fr Regie for celebrating the Mass and the Ministers who 
participated; the Murphy Choir for including hymns from the opening Mass on 23 December 1979; to our 
special guests who were in the planning and building stages of St Michael’s – the late Nick Apap (who was 
with us in spirit), Maria Apap, Orfeo and Laura Marchetti, John and Norma McGettigan, and Ken and 
Margaret Large, and to all those involved in the fundraising, cleaning of the bricks and in any other way to 
bring this church to completion; to Ray Francica for the excerpts from the recording of the opening Mass, and 
for his and Cecilia Liew’s help with the exhibit; to the Filipino Chaplaincy and the Church Cleaners who 

provided the food; to Reno Said who managed the refreshments; and everyone who 
helped with the packing up and cleaning.  A huge thank you to Doreen Muscat who 
made the magnificent cake which was the highlight of the morning tea (and the most 
photographed); and, finally, to all who attended the Mass and joined in the 
celebrations.    
                                                                                                                     

 Vicky Sammut 

mailto:therese@lourdesmc.com.au

