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Sunday, 12 January 2020 - Year A 

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
Why was Jesus baptised? It seems a reasonable question to ask as we are used to baptism being something his 
followers do.  Indeed, when we read in the Catechism that one of the effects of baptism is the forgiveness of sins 
(c. 1213), our confusion may grow because the New Testament tells us in many places that Jesus was ‘without 
sin’. So, if Jesus was without sin, why on earth did he get baptised? 
 
A common answer in the early Church was to say that Christ submitted to baptism to bless the waters of the earth, 
making them fit and ready to bring about our salvation through our own washing in water, our own baptism.   
It was as if he descended into the waters in the Jordan river to map out for us our own path of salvation. 
 
We see this time and again in the life of Jesus. He asks something of us, or commands us to do something, but 
does not leave it at the level of words.  He does what he asks us to do. Think of his command to love: did he not 
love us so fully and so well, particularly on the Cross?  Think of his command to go out and teach all nations: did 
he not tirelessly preach to and teach the people, Jews and Gentiles alike?  Think of his command to the young man 
in Mark 10 to honour his father and mother: did he not love his mother so tenderly from the Cross?  So, when 
Jesus commands us to baptise or to be baptised, he is not asking of us something he has not done himself.   
Jesus never asks us to do something that he didn’t do first. 
 
And this should give us extraordinary encouragement. We might sense that God is asking something of us, 
something that we think is too big, too hard, too far beyond us. But we should be encouraged by the example of 
Jesus and the promise that whatever he asks of us, he has done and so will do with us all over again.  He will be 

beside us, behind us, within us every terrifying step of the way. And just as Jesus had at his own baptism, we too 
will have the great encouragement of the Father: he will rest his favour on us and call us his beloved, his son or his 
daughter. 

                                                                                                                                                      Fr Jack                                                                                                                             

The Baptism of our Lord 

PARISH TEAM 
Moderator:                    Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:                      Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:                      Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:             John Cinya 
Finance Officer:         Sarah Damole 
Parish Secretary:                 Ann Hart 
Sacramental Coordinator:   Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistant:         Kaitlyn Vergano 
 
The Parish Office is closed each day between  
12.30pm-1pm 
Parish Team Meetings each Wednesday 
from 10.00 - 11.00am 
St Michael’s Church          St Patrick’s Church 
58 Orwell St                         51-59 Allawah St 
Blacktown                            Blacktown 
Office Hours:                       Mon-Fri 9am—4pm 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 
 

Tel:     9622 1125                A/H   9621 3146 
Fax:    9671 6425 
Email: admin@mqofblacktown.org.au  

PARISH SCHOOLS 
St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  
St Patrick’s Primary                    8869 6000 
Nagle College                                 8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College              88110300  
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 
(St Michael’s)                                

 
Institute for Mission                   9296 6369  
Diocesan Ministry Centre          88383460     
Catholic Care                              8843 2530  
Blacktown@ccss.org.au 

 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
 www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics 
 
 
 @mqofblacktown 

bPoint  pa yment  s yst em  
Fol low th e l inks  
on our  web si te .  

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: 8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  

Wednesday 8.30am & 7.30pm 
St Patrick’s: 9am Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat 

Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.00am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Mat 3:16-17 
 
After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were 
opened, and the Spirit descended upon him like a 
dove, and the voice of the Father thundered: 

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased . 

 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-4. 6-7 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 28:1-4. 9-10. R. v. 11 
 
The Lord will bless his people with peace . 
 
SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-38 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Mark 9:8 

Alleluia, alleluia! The heavens were opened, and the 
Father’s voice was heard: 

this is my beloved Son, hear him . Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Mt 3:13-17  
 

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptised by 
John. John tried to dissuade him. ‘It is I who need 
baptism from you,’ he said ‘and yet you come to me!’ 
But Jesus replied, ‘Leave it like this for the time being; 
it is fitting that we should, in this way, do all that 
righteousness demands.’ At this, John gave in to him. 

As soon as Jesus was baptised he came up from the 
water, and suddenly the heavens opened and he saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming down 
on him. A voice spoke from heaven, ‘This is my Son, 
the Beloved; my favour rests on him.’ 

 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Jn 1:32,34 
 
Behold the One of whom John said: 

I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God . 
 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 
1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by 
permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and 
Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International 
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

“When Jesus stepped into the waters of the Jordan and 
was baptized by John the Baptist, he did so not because 
he was in need of repentance, or conversion: he did it to 
be among people who need forgiveness, among us 
sinners, and to take upon himself the burden of our 
sins.” — Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

Sunday, 12 January—The Baptism of the Lord 
 

Daily Readings 
 

M  13 Jan: 1 Sam 1:1-8; Mk 1:14-20 
T   14 Jan: 1 Sam 1:9-20; Mk 1:21-28 
W  15 Jan: 1 Sam 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39 
Th 16 Jan: 1 Sam 4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45  
F   17 Jan: 1 Sam 8:4-7, 10-22; Mk 2:1-12 
Sa  18 Jan: 1 Sam 9:1-14, 17-19, 10:1; Mk 2:13-17 
Su  19 Jan: Is 49:3,5-6; 1 Cor 1:1-3; Jn 1:29-34 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 
 

Anniversaries:  Stanko Radacic, Eduardo 
Canete 
 
Special Intentions: Deceased members of 
Tanti Family, Johnes Aycardo, Rex Scott, 
William Peppin  
 
We remember and pray for those who are ill at 
home or in hospital at this time: Joan Clout, Maureen 

O’Reilly, Kathryn McKean, Estelle Magee, Michelle Makin, 

Candida Irugalbandara,Claudia Tabares, Lekisha Grace 
Panlilio, Amy Hliounakis, Fr Peter Njau, C.S.Sp, 
Ardanette Seguban, Sandra Gaye Mee, Lucina Canete, 
Felipe Castillo, Beato Justiniano G. Toledo, Frank & 
Anjela Barglik, Joseph El Khoury, Maricel Sarmiento. 
 
 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a 
loved one who is ill or you are going into hospital and would 
like to be anointed, please contact the Parish Office on 9622 
1125 or email admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also 
write your Mass intention on the envelopes provided, 
indicating the time and date that you would like your 
intention to be offered.  

Prayer : Adoration : Praise 
&  

Worship : Testimony :   
Fellowship 

3rd Friday  
Devotion 
24 January 2020     

6:30 PM 
St Patrick’s Church 
Mary, Queen of the 

Family Parish,  
Blacktown 

 
Please bring a plate 

to share 
 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmtw#mtw011


Diocesan Shrine of Our Lady of Mercy Penrose  
Park 

 
Due to the bushfires the monthly celebration dedicated 
to Our Lady of Fatima on 13th January 2020 has been 
cancelled. This has been done after the prayerful 
discernment of our superiors and in consultation with 
the NSW Rural Fire Service. The fires still pose a 
threat to our district and our neighbours especially this 
coming weekend. 
Rev. Fr. Marek Dutkiewicz O.S.P.P.E. 
Sub-Prior of the Diocesan Shrine of Our Lady of 
Marcy 

VOCATION DISCERNMENT WEEKEND  
run by the Capuchin Friars 
15-16th FEBRUARY 2020 

Come away for a couple of days to consider the vocations 
to the priesthood and religious life. This weekend retreat is 
for men aged 18-35. Begins 9am Saturday and concludes 
4pm Sunday at the Marymount Mercy Centre, Castle Hill. 

There will be Mass each day, Adoration, quiet prayer, talks, 
confession available and quiet time. Come and reflect on 

God's will in your life, and these particular ways of making 
a gift of self for the glory of God and in service of His 

Kingdom. The cost is only $50. Registrations required by 
6th February. Please contact Father Thomas: 

vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au or 0432 362 052.  
https://www.capuchin.org.au  

   SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 2020 
    REMINDER 

 

Please remember to start checking the Parish website, as 
the Sacramental Process dates for 2020 will be put up in 
upcoming days. 
For further questions please contact the Parish Office on 
96221125 or email sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 

 PRAYER FOR THOSE AFFECTED BY BUSHFIRE 
AND DROUGHT:  

 
Eternal God,  

In wisdom and love  
you created our earth  

to sustain us and give us life.  
We turn to you now  

in faith, hope and love,  
asking you to look with favour  

on our fire-ravaged and drought-stricken land,  
on our starving and  
displaced animals,  

on our failing crops and burning  
farms, towns and forests.  

Strengthen, sustain and give new heart  
to our farmers  

and to all who are affected by drought;  
be with those who support them.  

Strengthen and comfort the victims of the fires,  
those who have lost family, friends, property and stock.  

Protect our volunteer firefighters and all members of  
essential services.  

In your loving providence,  
send abundant rain to quench the fires  

and to restore our parched earth.  
Father of all compassion,  

hear our prayer  
through Jesus Christ your Son,  
in whom the promise of new life  

has dawned, and  
through the power  
of the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord the giver of life:  
Renew your faithful people;  
Renew the face of the earth.  

Our Lady of the Southern Cross,  
Mary, help of Christians –  

Pray for us.  
St Mary of the Cross MacKillop –  

Pray for us. 

Holy 
Land 
Pilgrimage 
2020 
14 Nights / 17 Days Thu 3 Sep –  
Sat 19 Sep 2020 
Dead Sea (2 Nights) • Madaba • Petra (2) • 
Bethlehem (2) 
• Nazareth • Cana • Sea of Galilee (3) • 
Haifa • Jericho• Jerusalem (5)              • 
Emmaus • Masada 

DEPARTS 3 SEP 2020 
Accompanied by: Father Regie Lavilla 

INFORMATION 
NIGHT 
Date: Thursday 6 
February 
Time: 6pm 
Location: St  
Patrick’s Parish,  
51-59 Allawah 
Street,  
Blacktown 2148 
RSVP:  
9622 1125 
(Parish Office) 
FOR MORE INFO  
CONTACT HARVEST 
p 1800 819 156 
e info@harvestjourneys.com  

the genuine pilgrim  
experience      
Harvest journeys 

Maltese Community Council of NSW 
Australia Day Celebration 

 

Date: Sunday 19th January 2020                          Time: 4.00pm to 6.00pm 
Place: Holroyd Function Centre 
17 Miller Street Merrylands NSW  Parking available on site 
 
Light refreshments will be served afterwards 
 
All welcome to join the Maltese community to celebrate Australia Day  

mailto:vocations@capuchinfriars.org.au
https://www.capuchin.org.au
mailto:sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au


Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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Malta Travel - Tours 2020 
1.Tasmania - Only 3 couples left! Be quick and  
call Monica - 9896 0712 or 0414 859386 
2. Gorgeous Hawaii: September 2020. Join us on 
a hilarious escorted  tour: Honolulu - Pearl Harbour 
Polynesian Culture - Maui - Hilo - Kona - Kauai.  
Call Paul Vassallo: 9666 6684, Mob: 0416 951 502. 
3. NEW TOUR: East Canada & USA: July 2020. 
Boston—Montreal - Quebec - Ottawa - Kingston - 
Toronto - Niagara Falls - Washington - New 
York.  
Call Charlie - 9631 2689 or 0412 523 893. 
You get the lot: flights, hotels, food, touring, 
transfers and insurance.   

Tap and Go is 
now up and 

running in our 
parish 

Have no cash? 
Don’t despair  
just ‘Tap and 
Go'. The easy 
way to support 
our parish with 

the second 
collection. 

LOURDES  
Medical Centre - BLACKTOWN 
 

GP Required 
* Doctor owned well      
established    practice. 
* AGPAL Accredited. 
* Nursing, Pathology and 
Allied health on site.  

P: 0421 2180 72  
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au    

 
 
 
 
 

ST MICHAEL’S 40th ANNIVERSARY 
A MILLION THANKS to ALL THE 

VOLUNTEERS… 
 

You have been a dedicated volunteer for the life of our parish and 
up to this time and you have shown how important it is to help 
others. A million thanks to you! Our parish truly appreciates your 
kindness in so many ways. God bless you! 
 
There is a journal at the back of St Michael’s Church in which 
you can write about your involvement with the fundraising, 
cleaning the bricks or any part of the building process – or just 
what St Michael’s means to you.  If you prefer, you can write 
something at home and it will be attached to the book. 

         
    MQOF Family 

mailto:therese@lourdesmc.com.au

