MARY, QUEEN OF THE FAMILY
PARISH, BLACKTOWN

Our Parish Mission Statement
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.
We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond.

THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

The Meeting of Heaven and Earth

Every time we celebrate Christmas we behold the mystery of God who came among us, who was born among us,
and his name is Jesus (Incarnation of God). In the Annunciation, the angel told Joseph that Mary “conceived
what is in her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you must name him Jesus, because he is the
one who is to save his people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:20-21). The name means Yahweh saves. The
all-holy God, in his divinity now has embraced humanity so that through it we can be saved, saved by the
crippling effects of sin and set free from its slavery. Christmas is the beginning of the actual meeting of heaven
and earth. God condescended and did not hesitate to embrace our broken humanity, not for any other reason but
for the sake of his love- pure and liberating. If this is the true spirit of Christmas what makes us run away from
him. Why not embrace his divinity?

Let us ponder this mystery in our hearts. Let us allow the Spirit of God to bring us into awe and wonder at the
greatest story of humanity, our salvation history. Let us listen to the words of the angel to Mary and Joseph, “Do
not be afraid.” Their yes to God made it possible for Him to make in a very tangible way his presence among us.
The world is never the same when “God took on flesh.”

At times we are afraid to say “YES” to God, to take the risk to allow the Good News, the Word of God to disturb
us and shape our lives, mould and transform us to God’s image and likeness. If we only know what JOY does it
bring to us when we finally behold God in our life until we finally reach heaven, our eternal home!

With Jesus we are always assured that he is always with us until the end of time (Matthew 28:20). He is our
Lord who gave himself up on the cross and by the power of God conquered death in his resurrection. He is the
one who gave his own flesh as he instituted the Holy Eucharist- “This is my body, this my blood...” His
presence among us is real. The greatest gift of Christmas is God himself. He continues to make this happen
when Jesus left us the sacraments of his presence. Indeed, God unfolds the meeting of heaven and earth!
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THE NATIVITY OF THE LORD

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Is 9:5

A child is born for us, and a son is given to us; his sceptre of
power rests upon his shoulder, and his name will be
called Messenger of great counsel.

First Reading: Is 62:1-5

RESPONSORIAL PSALM:.R. V.3
All the ends of the earth have seen the saving power of God.

SECOND READING: ACTS 13:16-17, 22-25
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Mt 1:23

Alleluia, alleluia! A holy day has dawned upon us. Come,
you nations and adore the Lord. Today a great light has
come upon the earth. Alleluia!

GOSPEL: Mt 1:1-25

A genealogy of Jesus Christ, son of David, son of Abraham:
Abraham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
Jacob was the father of Judah and his brothers,
Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah, Tamar being their
mother,
Perez was the father of Hezron,
Hezron the father of Ram,
Ram was the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
Salmon was the father of Boaz, Rahab being his mother,
Boaz was the father of Obed, Ruth being his mother,
Obed was the father of Jesse;
and Jesse was the father of King David.

David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had
been Uriah’s wife,

Solomon was the father of Rehoboam,

Rehoboam the father of Abijah,

Abijah the father of Asa,

Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat,

Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,

Joram the father of Azariah,

Azariah was the father of Jotham,

Jotham the father of Ahaz,

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah,

Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh,

Manasseh the father of Amon,

Amon the father of Josiah;

and Josiah was the father of Jechoniah and his brothers.
Then the deportation to Babylon took place.

After the deportation to Babylon:

Jechoniah was the father of Shealtiel,
Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel,
Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud,
Abiud the father of Eliakim,

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966
967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by

permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and

Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International
Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved

Eliakim the father of Azor,

Azor was the father of Zadok,

Zadok the father of Achim,

Achim the father of Eliud,

Eliud was the father of Eleazar,

Eleazar the father of Matthan,

Matthan the father of Jacob;

and Jacob was the father of Joseph the husband of Mary;
of her was born Jesus who is called Christ.

The sum of generations is therefore: fourteen
from Abraham to David; fourteen from David to
the Babylonian deportation; and fourteen from
the Babylonian deportation to Christ.

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but before they came to
live together she was found to be with child through the
Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a man of honour
and wanting to spare her publicity, decided to divorce
her informally. He had made up his mind to do this when
the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary
home as your wife, because she has conceived what is in
her by the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son and
you must name him Jesus, because he is the one who is
to save his people from their sins.” Now all this took
place to fulfil the words spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

The Virgin will conceive and give birth to a son

and they will call him Emmanuel,

a name which means ‘God-is-with-us’.

When Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the Lord
told him to do: he took his wife to his home and, though
he had not had intercourse with her, she gave birth to a
son; and he named him Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: cf. Ps 97:3

All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our
God.

“God

never gives someone
.2 gift they are not capable of
receiving.

If he gives us the
gift of Christmas,

it is because
we all have the ability to

understand and receive it"”.
- Pope Francis

At Mary, Queen of the Family Parish we WELCOME, GROW and ACT
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MQOF YOUTH PRESENTS

o

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday, 12th January 2020
TIME: 6:30pm - 9:30pm
LOCATION: TBA (weather permitting)

Food and drinks will be available for purchose §

and all proceeds will support Youth Ministry
activities in 2020.

Scan the OR for all the latest information

LY MOVE NIGHT

Land

Pilgrirhage 2020

14 Nights / 17 Days Thu 3 Sep - Sat 19 Sep 2020

Father Reginaldo Lavilla

Holiday Experience
13th, 14th and 15th January 2020 :
9am-3pm
For children aged 5-12 years old
MPA St Patrick’s Primary School
Cost for the 3 day experience is $30
Morning tea and Lunch Included

Please contact the parish office to
get a permission form and register
your child on 9622 1125 or

admin@mgqofblacktown.org.au

Registrations close 8th January
2020




WELCOME

b With a tap of ¢
« your Credit Card
-4 Debit Card or
Phone (Eg: Apple
Pay) on the
Reader below,
& you help support
Mary Queen of
the Family Parish
Blacktown.

Tap and Go is
now up and
running in our

Have no cash?
Don’t despair
just ‘Tap and
Go'. The easy
way to support
our parish with
the second
collection.

parish

PARISH OFFICE CLOSURE and
Operating Times

MQOF Parish Office will be closed from
Tuesday 24 December 2019 and reopen on
Monday 6 January 2020. From Monday 6
January 2020 to Friday 24 January the office
will operate between the hours of 9am and 12
noon. Normal operating hours will commence
from Tuesday 28 January 2020.

For emergencies please call our after hours
number 9621 3146.

HARD PRESSED IRONING
SERVICES
Tarah
0450 490 591

Pick Up & Drop Off
Blacktown and
Surrounding Areas

Fokkokok

Five Star Shuttles

Transfers Made Easy

Tony Saba

Director

Mobile: 0404 390 620
Website: fivestarshuttles.com
Email: fivestarshutties@outiook.com

Airport & Cruise
Transfers

NEED A PLUMBER
E. MAGRI PLUMBING

SERVICES PA. __LICENCEL 11703
PROFESSIONAL PLUMBING FOR 30 YRS

*LIC PLUMBER,DRAINER,GAS FITTER

*ALL PLUMBING, DRAINS & GAS

*ALL HOT WATER & RENEWALS

*ALL GUTTERING & CLEANING

*LEAKING TAPS & TOILETS

*BATHROOM,KITCHEN,LAUNDRY RENOVATIONS
NO SERVICE CALL OUT FEE $0

STEPHEN MAGRI 0412 926 185 9625 3353

W.WERIGHT & SONS
TILINING PTY LTD

12 Emlyn Place
Beaumont Hills NSW
Mobile: 0418 247 BB0
steppaul@bigpond.net.au
Bathroom renovations
Wall & floor tiles supplied & fixed
or fixed only

LOURDES
Medical Centre - BLACKTOWN

GP Required
* Doctor owned well |
established practice. - JJ L()W 0
* AGPAL Accredited.
* Nursing, Pathology and

Allied health on site.
P: 0421 2180 72
E: therese@lourdesmc.com.au

www.guardianfunerals.com.au
Australian owned | 24 hours
All areas | Prearranged Funerals

BLACKTOWN 9622 1284
Cnr Sunnyholt Rd and First Ave

GUARDIAN
FUNERALS
To embrace a lifetime, we give you time.

Chapel, catering and DVD facilities at this location.

Malta Travel - Tours 2020
1.Tasmania - Only 3 couples left! Be quick and
call Monica - 9896 0712 or 0414 859386
2. Gorgeous Hawaii: September 2020. Join us on
a hilarious escorted tour: Honolulu - Pearl Harbour
Polynesian Culture - Maui - Hilo - Kona - Kauai.
Call Paul Vassallo: 9666 6684, Mob: 0416 951 502.
3. NEW TOUR: East Canada & USA: July 2020.
Boston—Montreal - Quebec - Ottawa - Kingston -
Toronto - Niagara Falls - Washington - New
York.

Call Charlie - 9631 2689 or 0412 523 893.
You get the lot: flights, hotels, food, touring,
transfers and insurance.

Monaghan
& Gleeson
Funeral Directors
02 9896 3299

“Caring is
our
Duty”

Servicing the Parish of Blacktown

Available Space

CURTAINS BY TANYA

Family business for the last 15 years
Swags, Tails, Drapes,
Pelmets, Box Pleat Curtains,
BedSpreads, Shutters, Holland Blinds,
Roman Blinds, Timber Blinds, and All
Kinds of BLINDS
Made to Measure
Call TANYA for a Free
MEASURE AND QUOTE
0415829 715

BUILDERS

Grannyflat & Custom
Home Builder

(02) 9639 3673

SSTARBUILDERS.COM.AU

adminaSstarbuilders.com.ou

AL FIVE STAR
E%

glen Murrg,
Plllmbll‘lg

Lic.No.L11984

Ph: 0419 294 030

Domestic & Commercial
Maintenance & Renewals
Sewer Blockages & Gas Installations

Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details.

Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations.
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