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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Sunday, 1 September 2019: Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C  

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
Is it good to be humble?  While some sparks of common sense or conscience maybe, tells us that it is still good, some of us today do not anymore 
believe of its significance in self-actualization.  Human power should dominate in all spheres of life in order to achieve and develop the great 
potentials of human persons.  This view encourages us to dream and work hard to be always on top of everyone and to be in control of everything.  We 
are drawn to think that the world revolves around the big “I”. We become ego-conscious, not God-conscious people. Slowly we become destructive 
not only to others but even of our own selves.  
  
The Second Vatican Council fathers pointed out that one of the anguishes in humanity today is the increase of the discovery of human power which is 
not always accompanied by the control of that power for the benefit of human beings.  In relation to this is the painstaking search for a better material 
world without a parallel spiritual advancement (Gaudium et Spes no. 4).  As we take for granted then our need to be spiritually enriched we also put 
ourselves also at risk at the disposal of materialism and consumerism.  Hence, we need to look for an antidote... Our restlessness depicts a kind of 
spiritual uneasiness.  St. Augustine (Feast- 28 August) put an end to his restlessness when he experienced conversion to God as he says “my heart 
is restless until it rests in thee.”   
  
This Sunday’s liturgy reminds us that humility is still good and important.  It can’t be the foundation or the mother of all virtues (St. Gregory the 
Great) if it isn’t good in itself. Humility can even be one’s strength, a weapon to shield one from being rotten by hatred, indifference, anger, 
frustrations and many other negative emotions that slowly eat up our energy, our interiority.  St. Vincent de Paul said that the most powerful 
weapon to conquer the devil is humility. For, as he does not know at all how to employ it, neither does he know how to defend himself from it.  Thus, 
humility is a power, a grace that belongs to God and is shared to human beings, more so especially endowed to those who have faith in Christ. 
 
The first indicator of true humility is the recognition of God’s holiness and greatness.  St. Therese of the Child Jesus (Doctor  of the Church) 
said, “In my opinion, we shall never acquire true humility unless we raise our eyes to behold God. Looking upon His greatness, the soul sees better her 
own littleness; beholding His purity, she is the more aware of her own uncleanness; considering His patience, she feels how far she is from being 
patient; in the end, turning her glance upon the Divine perfections, she discovers in herself so many imperfections that she would gladly close her eyes 
to them.” 
 
Jesus teaches us lessons about humility by his words and deeds, by his own life, from the washing of his disciples’ feet to the crucifixion.  He 

loves the poor, the “anawim of Yahweh”, those who are dependent on God and grateful for his gifts.  He exhorts, “Learn from me for I am meek and 

humble of heart.” Only those who have humble hearts, those who are dependent in God, in his love and mercy can truly love the poor.  Those who are 

humble know how to empty themselves so that God can fill them.  This is the kenosis of Jesus in Philippians 2.  We see the lessons between pride- 

exalting oneself and humility in our Gospel reading this Sunday.  May we learn to listen with all humility to the words of Jesus and practice them so 

that we may “find favour with God!”                                                                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Fr Regie 

The Virtue of Humility 

 
PARISH SCHOOLS 

St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  
St Patrick’s Primary                     8869 6000 
Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College             88110300  
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 
(St Michael’s)                                

 
Institute for Mission                   9296 6369  
Diocesan Ministry Centre          88383460     
Catholic Care                              8843 2530  
Blacktown@ccss.org.au 

 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
 www.facebook.com/
blacktowncatholics 
 
 
 @mqofblacktown 

bPoint  pa yment  s yst em  
Fol low th e l inks  
on our  web si te .  

St Michael’s Church 
58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 

11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125            A/H :   9621  3146   
Fax:  9671 6425  
Emai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l ac k t o w n .o r g .au  

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: 8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  

Wednesday 8.30am & 7.30pm 
St Patrick’s: 9am Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat 

Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.00am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

P AR IS H  TE AM  
Moderator:                 Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:                      Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:                                  Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:                                          John Cinya 
Finance Officer:                                 Sarah Damole 
Pastoral Care Coordinator:          Antoinette Mangion 
Sacramental Coordinator:             Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistants:    Cate, Kaitlyn, Todd, Ann   
 
The Parish Office is closed each day between  
12.30pm-1pm 
Parish Team Meetings each Wednesday 
from 10.00 - 11.00am 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Ps 85:3,5  
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the 
day long. O Lord, you are good and forgiving, full of 
mercy to all who call to you.  
 
First Reading: Sir 3:17-20, 28-29  
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 67:4-7. 10-11. R. v.11 
God, in your goodness, you have made a home for 
the poor.  
 
Second Reading: Heb 12:18-19, 22-24  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Mt 11:29  
Alleluia, alleluia!  
Take my yoke upon you; learn from me, for I am 

gentle and lowly in heart.  

 Alleluia!  

Gospel: Lk 14:1. 7-14  
On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal to the 

house of one of the leading Pharisees; and they 

watched him closely. He then told the guests a 

parable, because he had noticed how they picked 

the places of honour. He said this, ‘When someone 

invites you to a wedding feast, do not take your seat 

in the place of honour. A more distinguished person 

than you may have been invited, and the person who 

invited you both may come and say, “Give up your 

place to this man.” And then, to your 

embarrassment, you would have to go and take the 

lowest place. No; when you are a guest, make your 

way to the lowest place and sit there, so that, when 

your host comes, he may say, “My friend, move up 

higher.” In that way, everyone with you at the table 

will see you honoured. For everyone who exalts 

himself will be humbled, and the man who humbles 

himself will be exalted.’ Then he said to his host, 

‘When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your 

friends, brothers, relations or rich neighbours, for 

fear they repay your courtesy by inviting you in 

return. No; when you have a party, invite the poor, 

the crippled, the lame, the blind; that they cannot pay 

you back means that you are fortunate, because 

repayment will be made to you when the virtuous 

rise again.’  

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Ps 30:20  
How great is the goodness, Lord, that you keep for 
those who fear you.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR 
PRAYERS 

Anniversaries: Angela Formosa, Vida Lopez, 
Felix Cañete Sr, Eufemia Cañete, Narcisco Damole  

Special Intentions: Cecile Clair, Anthony 
Borg, John Cini  
We remember and pray for those who are ill at 
home or in hospital at this time: Paul Clemson, 
Raymonde Clair, Baby Sophie Debono, Katarina Gjumbir, 
Shane McKechnie, Dayne-Taylor Riew, Helen Sumera, 
Joseph Nakhoul, Cecile Clair, Steven Griffin, Doreen 
Stanslaus, Dalton Gunnulson, Mary Key, Tony Clarke, 
Elita Tuca Huffton, Anthony Michael, Flavio Hose Tunac, 
Tina Prendergast, Sr Elia, Christian , Arthur , Bev & 
Family, Debbie Zaraggoozia, Anna Mun, Joachim Kim,  
S J Jang, J D Jang 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the 
name of a loved one who is ill or you are going 
into hospital and would like to be anointed, 
please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or 
email admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may 
also write your mass intention on the envelopes 
provided, indicating the time and date that you 
would like your intention to be offered.  

“If God prefers humility it is not to debase us: 
humility is the necessary precondition for being 
lifted up again by Him, so as to experience the 

mercy that comes to fill our emptiness.”  
— Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

YEAR OF LUKE - YEAR C 
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Daily  Readings 
M  2  Sep: 1 Thess 4:13-18;  Lk 4:16-30 
T   3  Sep: 1 Thess 5:1-6, 9-11;  Lk 4:31-37  
W  4  Sep: Col 1:1-8;  Lk 4:38-44  
Th 5  Sep: Col 1:9-14;  Lk 5:1-1 
F   6  Sep: Col 1:15-20;  Lk 5:33-3 
S   7  Sep: Col 1:21-23;  Lk 6:1-5  
S   8  Sep: Wis 9:13-18;  Philemon 9-10, 12-17; Lk 14:25-33  

Mass Offerings 
Mass Intentions 
To help our team ensure that Mass Intentions are offered 
at the correct Mass day and time and to include the 
offering correctly in the bulletin, please be sure to print the 
name/s of the person clearly with the church and mass 
time that you would like the offering to be said. If there are 
no details of when the Mass is to be offered, it will be 
offered at the next available Mass. Thank you.  

Baptisms in September 
Marcus Dela Cruz Aguilar 
Jacob Aquino 
Nathaniel Manatad Bovos 
Israel Gregory Walter Namoli Hicks 
Nicklaus Jordan De Leon Oliva 
Nathaniel Kai Pelayo 
Alexis Lily Reynolds 
Olivia Grace Reynolds 
Josette Morte 



In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

CONFIRMATION 2019 
Congratulations to our candidates who 
are receiving the Sacrament of 
Confirmation this weekend! Our 
prayers and blessings are with them, 
their families and their sponsors.  
We pray that guided by 
the Holy Spirit, they will 
go forth to be witnesses 
to Jesus Christ! 

Bible Study Group 
Join the Bible Study Group in the Sid 
Mosley Centre at St Michael’s every 

Thursday. The study will be from 
7.30pm finishing at 9pm.   

Australian Province of 
the Society of  

Jesus 
The Province Reconciliation 
with Creation Committee 

invites you to acknowledge, reflect, pray 

and act to celebrate and care for God’s 
creation during the Season of Creation,  
1 September to 4 October 2019 

Silent Guided Retreat - “Remain In Me” 
Would you like to spend a weekend away with God? Join 
us, for this weekend retreat run by Verbum Dei  
Missionaries, at Hartzer Park, Bowral, on 20-22 Sept.  
For more info email verbumdeisydney@gmail.com  
or Maria: 0402 452 342 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Verbum Dei Missionaries: 
3 Waratah St, Bexley, 2207 
02 9341 5848 

CATHERINE Mc CAULEY WSTMEAD 50 
YEAR REUNION 22 SEPTEMBER 2019 

Did you commence year 7 in 1966 and did your 
School Certificate in 1969 and would like to be a 
part of this reunion then please call Vicky on  
0452 399 924 

mailto:verbumdeisydney@gmail.com


Are you searching for answers?  Do you feel ‘called’ but don’t know how to respond? Do you want to explore the 
Catholic faith?  Would you like to be part of a discerning community? 
To discover more, join us for the RCIA information night on 2nd Oct 2019 (Wednesday) at 7.30pm at the MQOF 
Parish Centre, St. Patr ick’s church, Allawah Street.  Your age, gender, background, ethnicity, marital situation, 
religion or anything else does not matter – all are welcome without any obligation, so feel free to invite anyone who 
is interested. 
The RCIA program (Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults) offers a welcoming opportunity for adults to identify their 
spiritual needs, check out opportunities for spiritual growth and commence a personal journey with Christ. 
Continue reading to hear what Joshua Zhao experienced with the RCIA program last year. 
A personal reflection on the RCIA Program 
What drew me in to consider becoming a Catholic was the fact that my wife and her family are all Catholic. Both of 
my kids have also been baptised in the Catholic church. I’ve been married now for 5 years but even before I got 
married, my wife asked me a few times if I wanted to go to church with her and look more into the religion. My 
wife’s mum, so my mother-in-law also brought up on a few occasions to join the Korean Catholic church. I’ve 
always had people encouraging me to explore the faith more and so with that encouragement, I decided to seek out 
the local Blacktown parish. 
 
After attending a mass at St Patrick’s Church which was the first time we decided to go to the Blacktown catholic 
church (as previously I have accompanied my wife to the Korean catholic church at Silverwater), I asked the priest 
after the mass if there is anything you can do to learn more about the Catholic religion. The priest then told me that 
he would ask one of the ministers to contact me regarding this. 
 
So really from this is how I was then contacted and made an appointment to see Antoinette. 
She was the person that explained to me about the RCIA program, the expectations of continuing and leading 
eventually to baptism. I decided that I would have nothing to lose by finding out more about the Catholic religion so 
then decided with the support of my wife Frances to go to the introduction class and have been going ever since. 
 
What I liked the most about how the class is run is the fact that we are not tied to a specific set of items to cover in 
each class like a classroom curriculum. There is a general topic each week to discuss but it is always done in an open 
manner through group discussions where I pick up a lot of information. I also really like that we have guest speakers 
coming to share their knowledge and experience with us and this is especially the case when priests join. I think the 
RCIA program is well organised and offers a great way for non-Catholics to explore more about the faith and make 
up their own minds as to whether to continue to eventually become baptised or not. Certainly, becoming baptised is 
only the first step to living the word of God. 
 
Since I have become baptised, I do find that I’m trying to live the word of God but still often struggle through daily 
challenges with balancing my work and life especially when it comes to my 2 young kids. However, I think it is not 
about being perfect but making that effort to try hard everyday to live the way God wants us to live and in doing so, 
I think I will get closer and closer to God.              

– Joshua Zhao 
 
If you are interested in the RCIA program please contact Antoinette at the Parish Office on 9622 1125 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Joshua Zhao, stands second from left, holding his daughter.  Photo taken by Joshua’s wife Frances. 



Welcome to the Ephpheta Centre 
 

Every 3
rd

 Sunday of the month they will be 
regularly attending and participating with our 
10:00am Mass.  
 
Let us warmly welcome our brothers and 
sisters who are deaf and hard of hearing in 
our parish.  
 
For more information about the Ephpheta 
Centre, kindly visit: www.ephpheta.org.au 

Cancer Council’s Blacktown  
Relay For Life 

St Patrick’s and St Michael’s churches have 
been involved with the Relay For Life for 16 
years.  A combined effort has raised valuable 
funds for Cancer Research, Treatment and 
Support.  Our efforts have improved the 
cancer journey for many in the community.   
 
It is time to register the MQOF team for 2019!   
 
Blacktown Relay For Life will be held 19-20th 
October.  
If you are interested, 
please contact  
Kathie Collins  
0414 194 052 

SOCIAL JUSTICE FUNDRAISING BBQ 

 
Saturday 7th September following the 
5:30pm Mass at St Patrick’s 
Sunday 8th September following the 
10:00am and 5:30pm Masses at St Patrick’s  
Sunday 29th September following all the 
Masses at St Michael’s 

This Father's Day give 
your dad a spiritual 
gift. Arrange a Mass 
for your dad (living or 
deceased) and at the 

same time support a poor priest overseas who will receive 
your donation and offer Mass for your intentions. Ten  
percent of priests worldwide are supported by Mass offer-
ings through Aid to the Church in Need. You can arrange 
a Mass anytime at: www.aidtochurch.org/mass-offerings 

Reconciliation 2019 
Is your child 7-8 yrs old (Yr 3), and ready to receive 
First Holy Eucharist in 2020? Then now is the time 
to enrol them into the Sacramental Process. The 
preparation process for reconciliation begins on the 
15

th
 October 2019. Make sure to check our website 

for more information and session dates. Please 
make note of the dates and times, so that you are 
able to make a full commitment to attend all 
sessions. All enrolment forms are to be sent in by   
4

th
 October. For further enquiries please contact the 

parish office on 96221125 or 

Jean & Betty’s Bus Tours 
Come join us for a lovely 7 day tour to Oberon and Or-
ange. From Monday 28th October to  
3rd November. 
Departure: 8am St Patr ick’s,  
8:30am Greystanes 
Price: $1135pp 

http://www.ephpheta.org.au
http://www.aidtochurch.org/mass-offerings




Baptism for Older 
Children 

Do you have an older 
child (aged 5-16) who 

would like to baptised? If 
you do, call Antoinette at 

the parish office (9622 1125) to join other 
families at the upcoming workshop.  

 
For more information visit the parish website 

www.mqofblacktown.org.au and click the 
Baptism tab under Sacraments. 

Piety Store  
Come and have a look 
at the MQOF Piety 
Store after Mass!  
We have many 
beautiful gifts 
available for purchase.  

Adult Confirmation 
Are you ready to receive the 
Sacrament of Confirmation? 
Adult Confirmation will take 
place on the 10th September at 
St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta. Preparations for the 
Sacrament will begin on the 31st 
of August at the Institute for 
Mission (IFM).   
If you are interested and wish to 
find out more details,  
please contact the Parish Office 
on 9622 1125. 

Social Justice cans and  
plastic bottles collection 

Thank you to all those who have 
contributed to the success of the 
Parish’s Recycling Program. 
Approximately $174.00 has been 
raised. The funds will assist with the 
Christmas Luncheon for those in 
need.  

PARISH AGM 
SAVE THE DATE 

SUNDAY 22 SEPTEMBER 2019 
COMMENCING AT 11:30AM 

St Mary Mackillop 
Adoration Chapel  

The project is on the way for the 
Adoration Chapel. We are waiting 
for the final approval. 
We are hoping for this to be 
completed by Easter 2020. If you 
would like to make a donation 

towards this project please contact  the parish office on 
9622 1125. 

ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS 
Would you like to advertise your business? We have a 
space available in our bulletin. 
For further information please ring Sarah at the Parish 

Office on 9622 1125. 



Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 

 
 

 

  

  

 
AVAILABLE 

SPACE 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

~ 

Malta Travel - Tours 2020 
1.Tasmania - Join us on a March group to the Island of 
untamed  
beauty and friendly people. Call Monica - 9896 0712 or 
0414 859386 
2. Gorgeous Hawaii: Mid-May 2020. Join us on a 
hilarious escorted  tour: Honolulu - Pearl Harbour 
Polynesian Culture - Maui - Hilo - Kona - Kauai.  
Call Paul Vassallo: 9666 6684, Mob: 0416 951 502. 
3. NEW TOUR: East Canada & USA: September 
2020. Boston—Montreal - Quebec - Ottawa - Kingston 
- Toronto - Niagara Falls - Washington - New York. 
Call Charlie - 9631 2689 or 0412 523 893. 
You get the lot: flights, hotels, food, touring, transfers and 
insurance.   

Vinnies Pantry  
Can you help by donating the following 
food items to the Vinnies pantry? 
Pasta Sauce, Spreads (Jams, Honey), 
Soup, Tinned Tuna, Pasta, Biscuits. 
Your donation can be 
left in the baskets at the 
church doors.  
Thank you! 

Final  call for MQOF Flower Ministry  
Do you want to know how to make flower 

arrangements? 
The Workshop will be on the 7th September at 2 to 5pm 
and is provided by a qualified flower arranger. At St 
Patrick’s Cardinal Clancy Room. A donation of $15 is 
required prior to the workshop to 
help cover the cost of flowers and 
materials. Bring your own scissors 
and secateurs. You can take home 
your own arrangement!  For further 
information please ring the Parish 
Office 9622 1125 or 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 

Repair to the Seats at  
St. Michael’s Church 

 
The project to repair the seats is on 
the way. The materials have been 
ordered and a very kind parishioner 
has donated his time and expertise 
to do the job. However we still need 
donations  to cover the cost of the 
materials for  the work to be  
completed.  Please call Sarah at the 
Parish Office on 9622 1125. 
 

On Sunday 11 August Fr Ray Sanchez cp spoke at 
some Masses in the Parish about the Passionist 
Family Group Movement. Fr Regie and the Parish 
Council are promoting this concept in the Parish. 
It provides a simple, low cost or no cost way for 
parishioners to really get to know 
one another. Information flyers 
and forms to express your 
interest are available at the 
entrances to the church or 
through the Parish office. 


