
www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Sunday, 28 Apr 2019: Second Sunday of Easter 

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

How many decisions do we have to make in a day? Some are easy decisions but some require a great deal of discernment 
and reflection. I found myself in that situation recently when I had to decide whether to stay in my role as Pastoral Associate 
at Mary, Queen of the Family Parish or to accept the position of Pastoral Planning Officer for the Diocese.  
 

As I reflected on the Gospel for this week, I found myself sympathising with Thomas who did not believe the disciples had 
seen Jesus after his death. Thomas had placed a condition on his belief, “Unless I see the mark of the nails … and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe.” I am sure many of us have experienced this at different points in our lives, where we 
too put conditions on our belief. “God, if you answer my prayer, I will be sure to be more faithful and believe more” and so 
on. When our prayers are not answered the way we had hoped, a wavering and questioning of faith may come over us.  
At this point I believe it is important to ask ourselves, whose will do we really seek – God’s will or our own will?  
 

As I discerned my own future, I found it challenging to know whether the options I heard in my discernment were my own 
desires or God’s desire and will for my future. Within the discernment process there came many doubts and worries.  
The challenge for me was not to be consumed by those doubts and fears but continue the conversation with God, asking 
questions and keeping my heart open to understand better what God was asking of me at this time in my life. Basically, to 
trust God more and for me to worry less! 
 

And eventually, the words that Jesus shared with his disciples, “Peace be with you” fell over me. When I had removed my 
conditions and placed my complete trust in God - 100% with no doubts – it was then that I felt the peace that only God can 
offer. It was then that I felt that I understood – as much as one can - what God’s will was for me at this time in my life.  
 

So as I leave Mary, Queen of the Family parish this week to take up this new position in the Diocese, I put my trust 
completely in God – with no conditions – to continue to guide me and for the peace of Christ to be with me. I thank each and 
every one of you who have been part of my journey for the past 10 years at Blacktown. As I ask for your prayers, I will 
continue to pray for and support the MQOF community and wish you God’s peace for the road ahead.  
                Lisa Bright 

TRUST MORE, WORRY LESS 

 
PARISH SCHOOLS 

St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  
St Patrick’s Primary                     8869 6000 
Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College             88110300  
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 
(St Michael’s)                                

 
Institute for Mission                   9296 6369  
Diocesan Ministry Centre          88383460     
Catholic Care                              8843 2530  
Blacktown@ccss.org.au 

 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
 www.facebook.com/
blacktowncatholics 
 
 
 @mqofblacktown 

bPoint  pa yment  s yst em  
Fol low th e l inks  
on our  web si te .  

St Michael’s Church 
58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125            A/H :   9621  3146   
Fax:  9671 6425  
Emai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l ac k t o w n .o r g .au  

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: 8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  

Wednesday 8.30am & 7.30pm 
St Patrick’s: 9am Mon-Sat 

First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.00am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

PARISH TEAM  
Moderator:     Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:    Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:    Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:      John Cinya 
Finance Officer:  Sarah Cañete  
Pastoral Associate:  Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistant:  Cate Gabriel 
Parish Assistant:  Kaitlyn Vergano 
Parish Assistant:  Todd Pieters  
The Parish Office is closed each day between 
12.30pm-1pm 
Parish Team Meetings each Wednesday 
from 10.00 - 11.00am 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: 
Like newborn infants, you must long for the pure, 
spiritual milk, that in him you may grow to salvation, 
alleluia. 
 
First Reading: Acts 5:12-16 
 
Responsorial Psalm: Ps 117:2-4. 22-27. R. v.1 
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love is 
everlasting.  
 
Second Reading: Rv 1:9-13, 17-19 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Jn 20:29 
Alleluia, alleluia! You believe in me, Thomas, because 
you have seen me; happy those who have not seen 
me, but still believe! Alleluia! 
 
Gospel: Jn 20:19-31 
After eight days Jesus came in and stood among them. 
In the evening of that same day, the first day of the 
week, the doors were closed in the room where the 
disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came and 
stood among them. He said to them, ‘Peace be with 
you,’ and showed them his hands and his side. The 
disciples were filled with joy when they saw the Lord, 
and he said to them again, ‘Peace be with you. ‘As the 
Father sent me, so am I sending you.’ After saying this 
he breathed on them and said: ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. 
For those whose sins you forgive, they are forgiven; for 
those whose sins you retain, they are retained.’ 
Thomas, called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, 
was not with them when Jesus came. When the 
disciples said, ‘We have seen the Lord’, he answered, 
‘Unless I see the holes that the nails made in his hands 
and can put my finger into the holes they made, and 
unless I can put my hand into his side, I refuse to 
believe.’ Eight days later the disciples were in the 
house again and Thomas was with them. The doors 
were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among 
them. ‘Peace be with you’ he said. Then he spoke to 
Thomas, ‘Put your finger here; look, here are my 
hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Doubt 
no longer but believe.’ Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and 
my God!’ Jesus said to him: ‘You believe because you 
can see me. 
Happy are those who have not seen and yet believe.’ 
There were many other signs that Jesus worked and 
the disciples saw, but they are not recorded in this 
book. These are recorded so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing 
this you may have life through his name. 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Cf. Jn 20:27 
Bring your hand and feel the place of the nails, 
and do not be unbelieving but believing, alleluia. 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton 
Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the 
Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and 
Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the 
Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Anniversaries: Joseph Mangion  

Special Intentions: Mark McKenzie, William Grosset, 
Felicidad C. Borja  

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or in 
hospital at this time: Paul Clemson, Raymonde Clair, Baby 
Sophie Debono, Katarina Gjumbir, Shane McKechnie, Betty 
Vella, Dayne-Taylor Riew, Helen Sumera   

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a loved 
one who is ill or you are going into hospital and would like to 
be anointed, please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or 
email admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also write your 
mass intention on the envelopes provided, indicating the time 
and date that you would like your intention to be offered.  

“We do not need to be afraid of questions and doubts 
because they are the beginning of a path of knowledge 

and going deeper; one who does not ask questions 
cannot progress either in knowledge or in faith,”  

— Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

YEAR OF LUKE - YEAR C 
Second Sunday of Easter 

Daily  Readings 
M  29 Apr: Acts 4:23-31; Jn 3:1-8 
T   30 Apr: Acts 4:32-37; Jn 3:7-15 

W  1 May: Acts 5:17-26; Jn 3:16-21 
Th 2 May: Acts 5:27-33; Jn 3:31-36 
F   3 May:  1 Cor 15:1-8; Jn 14:6-14 
S  4 May: Acts 6:1-7; Jn 6:16-21 
S  5 May: Acts 5:27-32, 40-41; Jn 21:1-19, Jn 21:1-14 

Changes to Friday Mass Times  
To create the opportunity for another evening Mass in the 

parish, the Friday Mass schedule will change from Friday 3rd 
May. Thank you to everyone from the Friday 9am Mass who 
have shared their thoughts in recent weeks regarding these 

changes.  
 

Beginning Friday 3rd May 
St Patrick’s Church: 

There will no longer be a 9am Mass 
Adoration & Vespers 6.30pm 
Reconciliation 6.45-7.15pm 

Mass 7.30pm 
 

Mass at St Michael’s will continue at 8am 

We welcome you to be a part of  
the intercessory prayer group  

to pray for our Parish and the world. 
 

When: Mondays and Tuesdays  
Time: 7:00 pm - 8:00 pm 
Where: St Michael’s Church  
Starting from: 13th May 2019  
Contact: Tony Fernando 0434828297 

Rosary at St Michael’s 
Everyone is invited to pray the Rosary at St Michael’s. 
The Rosary is said after the 8.00 Mass  every Tuesday.  



In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

Ministry Workshops 
 
Acolytes & Adult Server Workshop 
Come along to a workshop with our Priests on Saturday 11th May 
at 10am in the Cardinal Clancy Room at St Patrick’s Church. Join 
us for Mass at 9am and then the workshop will follow.  
 
Music Workshop 
Come along to a music workshop on Saturday 1st June from 
10am to 1pm. Join us for Mass at 9am on the 1st June and then 
the workshop in the MPA at St Patrick’s Primary School. As many 
members of your choir are invited to attend as possible.  
 
Please RSVP for these workshops by emailing 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au  
or call 9622 1125. 
 
 
Liturgy Team Meeting 
The Liturgy Team meeting will be held on the 4th May, 10am at 
the Parish Office for members of the Liturgy Team. If you have 
any liturgical matters you would like raised please send an email 
to the Parish office at admin@mqofblacktown.org.au to be passed 
on.  

Come together as we grow in faith as we read and discuss books 
together.  

First gathering: Monday 17th June, 7.30pm at the Par ish Office 
(St Patrick’s Church). 

Book: The Shack by William P. Young  
(There is 1 copy available at the Parish Office) 

 
Read the book by the next gathering and come together to share 

insights. For further information contact Annie Pinto via the Parish 
Office.  

All are Welcome. 

THE STORY OF ST FAUSTINA & DIVINE MERCY 
St. Faustina Kowalska was a young Polish nun born at the beginning of the 20th century. 
Over the course of several years she had visions of Jesus, whereby she was directed to 
create an image and to share with the world revelations of Jesus’ love and mercy. 

St. Faustina received her first revelation of the merciful Jesus in Plock, Poland in February 
1931. With the help of Fr. Sopocko, St. Faustina found a painter to fulfill the request Jesus 
had made to her in one of the visions – to “paint an image according to the pattern you see, 
with the signature: Jesus, I trust in You” – and in 1934 the painter Eugene Kazimierowski 
created the original Divine Mercy painting under St. Faustina’s direction (pictured left).  

The image shows Christ with his right hand raised as if giving a blessing, and the left 
touching his chest. Two rays, one pale, one red – which Jesus said are to signify water and 
blood – are descending from his heart. 

St. Faustina recorded all of her visions and conversations with Jesus in her diary, called 
Divine Mercy in My Soul. Here she wrote the words of Jesus about the graces that would 
pour out on anyone who prayed before the image: “I promise that the soul that will venerate 
this image will not perish. I also promise victory over [its] enemies already here on earth, 
especially at the hour of death. I Myself will defend [that soul] as My own glory.” 

When the image was completed, it was first kept in the corridor of the convent of the 
Bernardine Sisters, which was beside the Church of St. Michael where Fr. Sopocko was 
rector. 

In March 1936 St. Faustina became sick, with what is believed to have been tuberculosis, 
and was transferred back to Poland by her superiors. She died near Krakow in October 
1938, at the age of 33. 

Left: Original painting of the Divine Mercy, by Eugeniusz Kazimirowski in 1934.  
Original article published 26 November 2017, written by Hannah Brockhaus 
https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/the-original-image-of-divine-mercy-its-not-where-you-
might-think-70393 

Thank you Lisa! 
 

The Parish Team invites you to attend 
MQOF Café on Thursday 2nd May at 

9:30am to celebrate and thank Lisa 
for her ministry within the parish. 

 
You are welcome to bring along a 

plate if you wish.  



Call the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 

 
 

 

  

   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

~ 

MALTA TRAVEL/PENDLE HILL TRAVEL:  
1. 12 Days– Gold Coast to Cairns: 3—14 August 2019 
Join us for a fun filled holiday! Nothing extra to pay! 
Flights, hotels, food, touring, transfers and insurance 

included! We join the Australian Outback 
Spectacular! Enjoy Sea World Marine Park! Enjoy 

the Fitzroy Island Cruise and the Great Barrier Reef 
Cruise! More than half the tour is sold out! 

2. 21 Days Canada & Alaska: Early September 2020 
All inclusive tour: Flights, hotels, food, touring, 

transfers and insurance. 11 days Rocky Canadian 
Coach Tour. 2 days on the Rocky Mountaineer Rail 
experience. 7 days on a luxury ship in the Alaskan 

Inside Passage Cruise. 
Call Charlie Felice on 9631 2689 or 0412 523 893.  

It's time to enrol in the Sacramental Process for 2019.  
Is your child ready to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, First 

Eucharist or Confirmation? 
Visit the parish website at www.mqofblacktown.org.au and click 

on the tab sacraments to select the sacrament for which you would 
like your child to prepare. All information is on the website or you 

can visit the parish office to collect the information.  
We look forward to journeying with you this year. 

Toongabbie Legal Centre, which has been 
operating from St Anthony’s Parish Hall in 
Toongabbie since October 2007, is an unfunded 
free legal service for those in need in our 
community.  
 
Services are offered on Thursday evenings and 
Saturday mornings by volunteer solicitors, 
barristers and law students. Since 2007, we 

have had around 6000 client visits – and we see that the needs are 
only growing. Toongabbie Legal Centre supports its work through an 
annual fundraising dinner, professional development for the legal 
profession and through an annual raffle.  
 
On the weekend of 4th and 5th May, volunteers will be selling raffle 
tickets after all Masses. Each ticket is just $2 or $20 for a book of 10 
tickets. You might wish to take some books to sell to your friends and 
work colleagues.  Not only does the raffle provide essential income 
for the legal centre, it also offers some very worthwhile prizes to the 
lucky winners.  Please support this most worthwhile  cause. 


