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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Sunday, 17 Mar 2019: Second Sunday of Lent - Year C 

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

‘As he prayed, the aspect of his face was changed’.  We might pass over this little detail, but it can teach us 
something quite essential for the spiritual life.  See, for Peter or James or John to have noticed that Jesus’ 
faced had changed, they would have had to be gazing at him, gazing at Jesus’ face.  This entails that they 
would have been fascinated by him, absorbed by the person of Jesus Christ.  So, they could find nothing 
better than to gaze at his face in wonder.  We get a hint of this when Peter says ‘it is wonderful for us to be 
here’. 
This act of gazing at the face of Jesus is, in one sense, the crux of prayer.  Of course, we have many 
devotions and vocal prayers and these are all very good helps in our spiritual life.  But there is a form of 
prayer that goes beyond these: a quiet contemplation of the face of Christ, which is also called mental prayer, 
or meditation (in the Christian and not the Buddhist sense). 
When we pray like this we come to know Christ in a very personal and intimate way.  There are details about 
him we discover; we become absorbed in him; we long to remain with him and flee all the distractions 
around us.  In short, we become accustomed to beholding the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ, just as 
Peter and James and John did on that mount. 
In order to behold his glory, though, we must, like those apostles, climb the mount.  We must make time and 
space to encounter God’s glory away from the distractions of the world.  That is why Jesus leads them up the 
mount: he knows that to encounter him in this kind of prayer, we need time and space.  But not only that, we 
need to take the Scriptures with us.  That’s why Moses and Elijah are so important in this event.  They 
represent the Scriptures of the Law and the Prophets, and by appearing there they teach us that to come to 
know Christ in this intimate way, we must learn of him from the Scriptures. 
Perhaps this lent, our resolution could be to spend less time gazing at screens and more time gazing at the 
face of Christ in meditation on the Scriptures, to spend more time gazing at the glory of God. 
               
                                                                                                                                                          Fr Jack 

To Behold the Glory of God 

 
PARISH SCHOOLS 

St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  
St Patrick’s Primary                     8869 6000 
Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College             88110300  
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 
(St Michael’s)                                

 
Institute for Mission                   9296 6369  
Diocesan Ministry Centre          88383460     
Catholic Care                              8843 2530  
Blacktown@ccss.org.au 

 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
 www.facebook.com/
blacktowncatholics 
 
 
 @mqofblacktown 

bPoint  pa yment  s yst em  
Fol low th e l inks  
on our  web si te .  

St Michael’s Church 
58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125            A/H :   9621  3146   
Fax:  9671 6425  
Emai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l ac k t o w n .o r g .au  

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: 8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  

Wednesday 8.30am & 7.30pm 
St Patrick’s: 9am Mon-Sat 

First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

PARISH TEAM  
Moderator:     Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:    Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:    Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:      John Cinya 
Finance Officer:  Jennifer Gillman 
Pastoral Associate:  Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistant:  Cate Gabriel 
Parish Assistant:  Kaitlyn Vergano 
Parish Assistant:  Todd Pieters  
The Parish Office is closed each day between 
12.30pm-1pm 
Parish Team Meetings each Wednesday 
from 10.00 - 11.00am 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Ps 26:8-9  
Of you my heart has spoken: Seek his face. 
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;  
hide not your face from me. 
=v 
FIRST READING: GEN 15:5-12. 17-18  
v 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 26:1. 7-9. 13-14. R. V.1  
Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble.  

SECOND READING: PHIL 3:17 – 4:1  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Mt 17:5  
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
From the shining cloud the Father’s voice is heard: 
this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory! 
 
GOSPEL: Lk 9:28-36  
Jesus took with him Peter and John and James and went 
up the mountain to pray. As he prayed, the aspect of his 
face was changed and his clothing became brilliant as 
lightning. Suddenly there were two men there talking to 
him; they were Moses and Elijah appearing in glory, and 
they were speaking of his passing which he was to 
accomplish in Jerusalem. Peter and his companions were 
heavy with sleep, but they kept awake and saw his glory 
and the two men standing with him. As these were 
leaving him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is wonderful 
for us to be here; so let us make three tents, one for you, 
one for Moses and one for Elijah.’ – He did not know what 
he was saying. As he spoke, a cloud came and covered 
them with shadow; and when they went into the cloud the 
disciples were afraid. And a voice came from the cloud 
saying, ‘This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him.’ 
And after the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. 
The disciples kept silence and, at that time, told no one 
what they had seen. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Mt 17:5  

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased; 

listen to him. 
© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Special Intentions: Mark McKenzie, Maria Thuc Trinh Dang, 
Joseph Binh Chanh Lam, Bich Thi Le  

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or in 
hospital at this time: Paul Clemson, Raymonde Clair, Baby 
Sophie Debono, Katarina Gjumbir, Shane McKechnie, Betty Vella 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a loved one who is 
ill or you are going into hospital and would like to be anointed, please 
contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also write your mass intention 
on the envelopes provided, indicating the time and date that you would 
like your intention to be offered.  

“It is necessary to climb up with Jesus on the mountain and to 
stop with Him, to be more attentive to the voice of God and to 
allow oneself to be enveloped and transformed by the Spirit.”  

— Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

YEAR OF LUKE - YEAR C 
Second Sunday of Lent  

M 18 Mar: Jer 1:4-9; Acts 13:46-49; Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 
T   19 Mar: 2 Sam 7:4-5, 12-14, 16; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22; 
Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24 
W  20 Mar: Jer 18:18-20; Mt 20:17-28 
Th 21 Mar: Jer 17:5-10; Lk 16:19-31 
F    22 Mar: Gen 37:3-4, 12-13, 17-28; Mt 21:33-43, 45-46 
S    23 Mar: Micah 7:14-15, 18-20; Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
S    24 Mar: Yr C: Ex 3:1-8, 13-15; 1 Cor 10:1-6, 10-12; Lk 13:1-9 

Daily  
Readings 

Nagle College Blacktown,  
will be holding their Open Evening for Year 
7, 2020 on Tuesday 19 March 2019 from 
4.00 pm to 7.30 pm.   Enrolment packages 
will be available on the evening and tours of 
the College will be conducted.  Prospective 
parents and students are warmly invited to 
attend. 
 
St Michael's Primary School OPEN DAYS 
155 Reservoir Road, Blacktown will be 
holding school OPEN DAYS  for prospective 
new families on:  
Tuesday, 19th March - 9.30am-10.30am 
Friday, 5th April - 4.00pm-5.00pm & 
Tuesday, 18th June - 9.30am-10.30am 

VINNIES PANTRY 
Can you help by donating the following food items to the Vinnies 

Pantry: Toilet paper, cereal, 2 minute noodles, Longlife Milk, 
Biscuits.  

Your donations can be left in the baskets at the church doors.  
 

When donating to Vinnies, please ensure that all food products are 
within the expiry date. Please remember that through this ministry 

we aren’t giving away our rubbish,  
we are helping people who are doing it tough and deserve 

good things. 

It's time to enrol in the Sacramental Process for 2019.  
Is your child ready to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, 

First Eucharist or Confirmation? 
Visit the parish website at www.mqofblacktown.org.au and click 

on the tab sacraments to select the sacrament for which you 
would like your child to prepare. All information is on the 

website or you can visit the parish office to collect the 
information. We look forward to journeying with you this year. 

Upcoming Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 21st March: Parish Pastoral Council Mtg 
Thursday 4th April: 2nd Rite of Reconciliation 
Wednesday 10th April, 9.30am: Palm Cross Making 
Friday 12th April, 8pm: Palm Cross Making 
Saturday 11th May: Acolyte/Adult Server Workshop 
Saturday 1st June: Music Ministry Workshop 



In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

Do you enjoy singing along in 
prayer with us on Sundays?  

Come join us and let’s raise our voices in 
prayer together. We meet once a week of 

Wednesday evenings for an hour after dinner 
at Prospect. Call Marianne on 0411540917 for 

details.  
Sing along when we sing! 

Hospitality Team 
You are invited to extend the spirit of welcome 
and hospitality to fellow parishioners after Mass. 
We are looking for people to  join the St 
Michael’s hospitality roster after the 9.30am 
Mass on Sundays. If you, a group of friends or 
your family would like to host morning tea every 
4-6 weeks, call the Parish Office on 9622 1125 
with your details.  

At Mary, Queen of the Family Parish we  
Welcome, Grow and Act.  

Tati lives in the remote forest of Indonesia with her husband and children. Earning 
an income working in a local rubber plantation, her Dayak culture has relied on 
the rainforest for generations. However, due to land clearing, many indigenous 
people are losing their land and livelihoods. Through eco-tourism training 
supported by Caritas Australia, Tati can now afford to send her children to school. 
With new hope and commitment Tati aspires to a future free from poverty for her 
family. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help lift communities in 
Indonesia out of poverty, and give them hope to protect our common home. 

Lives change when we all give 100%. You can donate through Parish boxes 
and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/
projectcompassion or phoning 1800 024 413. 

Our Beloved People of God,
Let us bind our hearts and minds in prayer as we face challenges in our Christian journey.  The recent news 

may have affected us in different degrees. Let us not lose our focus and listen deep within the words of Jesus 
to his disciples “Take courage, It is I, do not be afraid.”  Be assured that the community of leaders at MQOF are 

trying their best to serve and support you in these difficult times in the life of the Church.   
If you wish to speak to someone, the Diocese of Parramatta has people trained in this area to support people. 

Please call the Office for Safeguarding on 8838 3419 or the Parish Office if you would like further support.  
Fr Regie, MQOF Parish Moderator. 

From the Office for Safeguarding: Consistent with our firm resolve in the Diocese of Parramatta of "no excuses 
and no cover ups", members of our ministries and members of the public are encouraged to bring any 

information or complaints related to child sexual abuse immediately to the attention of New South Wales Police 
on 1800 333 000.   

Baptism for Older Children 
Do you have an older child (aged 5-16) who 
would like to baptised? If you do, call Lisa at 

the parish office (9622 1125) to join other 
families at the upcoming workshop.  

For more information visit the parish website 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au and click the 

Baptism tab under Sacraments. 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


Call Jenny at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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MALTA TRAVEL/PENDLE HILL TRAVEL:  
Tours for 2019 

 16 Days Highlights of New Zealand: 6 - 21 March -
 SOLD OUT. 

15 Days Europe River Cruise: 5 - 20 May 
One single lady to share with Monica Ledger.  

The rest SOLD OUT! 
Call Monica on 98960712 or 0414859386 

12 Days- Gold Coast to Cairns: 3 - 14 August. 
Gold Coast - Brisbane - Sunshine Coast - Noosa - 

Bundaberg - Rockhampton - Mackay -Proserpine - 
Townsville - Karunda - Fitzroy Island and Cairns! 

We join the Australian Outback Spectacular! Enjoy 
the Great Barrier Reef Cruise! Call Charlie Felice on 

9631 2689 or 0412 523 893. 

 


