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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Sunday, 31 Mar 2019: Fourth Sunday of Lent - Year C 

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 I think everyone who hears this Gospel loves it, even if it runs the risk of being over-used as a point of 
reflection on retreats etc.  And the reason it is much loved, I believe, is that it presents us with something we 
all truly hope to experience, something we all wish to be able to fall back on: the magnitude of God’s mercy. 
See the son’s departure from his father’s land and his request for his share of inheritance is not some simple 
attempt of a young, modern individual to find his feet in a world of opportunity.  That seems innocent 
enough, but it would be to read this passage through our modern eyes and not the eyes of 1st century 
Palestine.  For in that time the son’s request would have amounted to this: that he wish his father was dead, 
or at least that he is indifferent to his existence.  One only receives the inheritance upon the death of the 
estate holder. 
What an insult to the father, what ingratitude.  And yet, not one word of reproach comes from the father’s 
mouth.  Not one, ‘How could you?’, or ‘You really disappointed me.’  Instead he runs to the son and 
embraces him.  That is our great hope; that is what we wish to fall back on when we need it: a Father who 
would spare us the recriminations that justly befit our sins, and instead embrace us. 
But we must be careful.  Notice that the father runs and embraces the son only after he has turned back to 
him.  Of course, we assume the father was always willing to forgive the son.  And rightly so.  But he did not 
run off to the foreign land when the son was enjoying his life of debauchery and embrace him then.  No, he 
waited until the son saw the error of his ways and turned back home.  See, there is sometimes a tendency to 
preach mercy without repentance.  Jesus does nothing of the sort.  The son must first realise his error, turn 
back to his father, and then he is embraced.   
This is an important reminder for us this lent.  We too must repent and turn back to the Father.  He will surely 
embrace us as the best of fathers would.  But we must remember to turn.  Only then are we welcomed into 
the great banquet prepared for us.  
                                                                                                                                  Fr Jack Green  
                                                                                                                                            

The Magnitude Of God’s Mercy 

 
PARISH SCHOOLS 

St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  
St Patrick’s Primary                     8869 6000 
Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College             88110300  
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 
(St Michael’s)                                

 
Institute for Mission                   9296 6369  
Diocesan Ministry Centre          88383460     
Catholic Care                              8843 2530  
Blacktown@ccss.org.au 

 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
 www.facebook.com/
blacktowncatholics 
 
 
 @mqofblacktown 

bPoint  pa yment  s yst em  
Fol low th e l inks  
on our  web si te .  

St Michael’s Church 
58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125            A/H :   9621  3146   
Fax:  9671 6425  
Emai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l ac k t o w n .o r g .au  

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: 8am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri  

Wednesday 8.30am & 7.30pm 
St Patrick’s: 9am Mon-Sat 

First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.00am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

PARISH TEAM  
Moderator:     Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:    Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:    Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:      John Cinya 
Finance Officer:  Jennifer Gillman 
Pastoral Associate:  Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistant:  Cate Gabriel 
Parish Assistant:  Kaitlyn Vergano 
Parish Assistant:  Todd Pieters  
The Parish Office is closed each day between 
12.30pm-1pm 
Parish Team Meetings each Wednesday 
from 10.00 - 11.00am 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Is 66:10-11  
Rejoice, Jerusalem, and all who love her. Be joyful, all who were in 
mourning; exult and be satisfied at her consoling breast. 
 
FIRST READING: JOS 5:9-12  
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 33:2-7. R. V.9  
The Lord is kind and merciful.  
 
SECOND READING: 2 COR 5:17-21  
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Lk 15:18  
Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
I will rise and go to my Father and tell him: Father, I have sinned against 
Heaven and against you. Praise and honour to you, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
GOSPEL: Lk 15:1-3. 11-32  
The tax collectors and the sinners were all seeking the company of 
Jesus to hear what he had to say, and the Pharisees and the scribes 
complained. ‘This man’ they said ‘welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.’ So he spoke this parable to them: ‘A man had two sons. The 
younger said to his father, “Father, let me have the share of the 
estate that would come to me.” So the father divided the property 
between them. A few days later, the younger son got together 
everything he had and left for a distant country where he squandered 
his money on a life of debauchery. 
‘When he had spent it all, that country experienced a severe famine, 
and now he began to feel the pinch, so he hired himself out to one of 
the local inhabitants who put him on his farm to feed the pigs. And he 
would willingly have filled his belly with the husks the pigs were 
eating but no one offered him anything. Then he came to his senses 
and said, “How many of my father’s paid servants have more food 
than they want, and here am I dying of hunger! I will leave this place 
and go to my father and say: Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you; I no longer deserve to be called your son; treat me 
as one of your paid servants.” So he left the place and went back to 
his father. 
‘While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was moved 
with pity. He ran to the boy, clasped him in his arms and kissed him 
tenderly. Then his son said, “Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and against you. I no longer deserve to be called your son.” But the 
father said to his servants, “Quick! Bring out the best robe and put it 
on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the calf 
we have been fattening, and kill it; we are going to have a feast, a 
celebration, because this son of mine was dead and has come back to 
life; he was lost and is found.” And they began to celebrate. 
‘Now the elder son was out in the fields, and on his way back, as he 
drew near the house, he could hear music and dancing. Calling one of 
the servants he asked what it was all about. “Your brother has come” 
replied the servant “and your father has killed the calf we had 
fattened because he has got him back safe and sound.” He was angry 
then and refused to go in, and his father came out to plead with him; 
but he answered his father, “Look, all these years I have slaved for 
you and never once disobeyed your orders, yet you never offered me 
so much as a kid for me to celebrate with my friends. But for this son 
of yours, when he comes back after swallowing up your property – he 
and his women – you kill the calf we had been fattening.” 
‘The father said, “My son, you are with me always and all I have is 
yours. But it is only right we should celebrate and rejoice, because 
your brother here was dead and has come to life; he was lost and is 
found.”’ 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Lk 15:32  

You must rejoice, my son, for your brother was dead and has come to life; 

he was lost and is found. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Anniversaries: Jeanne D’Morias, Basil Joseph Cherry  

Special Intentions: Mark McKenzie, Romeo C. Abad, Landa 
Alcedo and Auan Cagauan, Romar C. Abad, Vicente Alcedo, 
Mary Wong  

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or in hospital at 
this time: Paul Clemson, Raymonde Clair, Baby Sophie Debono, Katarina 
Gjumbir, Shane McKechnie, Betty Vella 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a loved one who 
is ill or you are going into hospital and would like to be anointed, please 
contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also write your mass 
intention on the envelopes provided, indicating the time and date that 
you would like your intention to be offered.  

“God's patience has to call forth in us the courage to return to 
him, however many mistakes and sins there may be in our life.”  

— Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

YEAR OF LUKE - YEAR C 
Fourth Sunday of Lent  

M  1 Apr: Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 
T   2 Apr: Ezek 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-3, 5-16 
W  3 Apr: Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30 
Th 4 Apr: Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 
F    5 Apr: Wis 2:1, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
S    6 Apr: Jer 11:18-20; Jn 7:40-52 

Daily  
Readings 

St Michael's Primary School OPEN DAYS 
155 Reservoir Road, Blacktown will be holding 

school OPEN DAYS  for prospective 
new families on:  
 
Friday, 5th April - 4.00pm-5.00pm & 
Tuesday, 18th June - 9.30am-
10.30am 

VINNIES PANTRY 
Can you help by donating the following food items to the 
Vinnies Pantry: Toilet paper, cereal, 2 minute noodles, 

Longlife Milk, Biscuits.  
Your donations can be left in the baskets at the church 

doors.  
 

When donating to Vinnies, please ensure that all food 
products are within the expiry date. Please remember that 

through this ministry we aren’t giving away our rubbish,  
we are helping people who are doing it tough and 

deserve good things. 

Upcoming Dates for your Diary 
 
Thursday 4th April: 2nd Rite of Reconciliation 
Wednesday 10th April, 9.30am: Palm Cross Making 
Friday 12th April, 8pm: Palm Cross Making 
Saturday 11th May: Acolyte/Adult Server Workshop 
Saturday 1st June: Music Ministry Workshop 

Jean & Betty’s Bus Tours 
 

6 day trip to Bright 
28th April - 3rd May 

Come join us on a 6 day autumn trip.  
 

Coach trip to Palm Beach, Pittwater 
9th April 

Departing St Patrick’s Church at 8:30am.  
Cost $55 

 
For more information, ring Jean on  

0425 251 754 



In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

It's time to enrol in the Sacramental Process for 2019.  
Is your child ready to receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation, First 

Eucharist or Confirmation? 
Visit the parish website at www.mqofblacktown.org.au and click on the 
tab sacraments to select the sacrament for which you would like your 
child to prepare. All information is on the website or you can visit the 

parish office to collect the information. We look forward to journeying 
with you this year. 

Hospitality Team 
You are invited to extend the spirit of welcome 
and hospitality to fellow parishioners after Mass. 
We are looking for people to  join the St 
Michael’s hospitality roster after the 9.30am 
Mass on Sundays. If you, a group of friends or 
your family would like to host morning tea every 
4-6 weeks, call the Parish Office on 9622 1125 
with your details.  

At Mary, Queen of the Family Parish we  
Welcome, Grow and Act.  

Michaela is a 21-year-old trainee at Purple House, a dialysis center in the 
Central Desert for people suffering from kidney disease. With the support 
of Caritas partners, Michaela is helping to build a social enterprise, a 
connection to culture and a new outlook for the chronically ill. 

Please donate to Project Compassion 2019 and help young people 
with disabilities gain access to clean water in the Solomon Islands, 
providing hope for a brighter future.  

Lives change when we all give 100%. You can donate through Parish 
boxes and envelopes, by visiting www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or 
phoning 1800 024 413.  

From the Office for Safeguarding: 
Consistent with our firm resolve in the 

Diocese of Parramatta of "no excuses and 
no cover ups", members of our ministries 

and members of the public are encouraged 
to bring any information or complaints 

related to child sexual abuse immediately 
to the attention of New South Wales Police  

on 1800 333 000.   

The Sisters of the Holy Family of  
Nazareth invite you to join them in a 
Holy Family Association gathering 

 
Date: Saturday, 6 Apr il 2019 
Venue: Queen of Poland Convent 116-
132 Quakers Road, Marayong 
 
10.30 am Explor ing the Sacraments - 
Holy Communion. 
Speaker: Dr. Mar iusz Biliniewicz - 
Senior Lecturer in Theology (University 
of Notre Dame) . 
Time for personal reflection and prayer. 
12.00 pm Mass. 
Lunch provided.  
 
All are welcome.  
For more information please contact Sr 
Alicja ahf@csfn.org.au Tel. 9626 7847 

http://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion


Call Jenny at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 

 
 

 

  

   

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

~ 

MALTA TRAVEL/PENDLE HILL TRAVEL:  
Tours for 2019 

 16 Days Highlights of New Zealand: 6 - 21 March -
 SOLD OUT. 

15 Days Europe River Cruise: 5 - 20 May 
One single lady to share with Monica Ledger.  

The rest SOLD OUT! 
Call Monica on 98960712 or 0414859386 

12 Days- Gold Coast to Cairns: 3 - 14 August. 
Gold Coast - Brisbane - Sunshine Coast - Noosa - 

Bundaberg - Rockhampton - Mackay -Proserpine - 
Townsville - Karunda - Fitzroy Island and Cairns! 

We join the Australian Outback Spectacular! Enjoy 
the Great Barrier Reef Cruise! Call Charlie Felice on 

9631 2689 or 0412 523 893. 

 


