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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Sunday, 3 Feb 2019: Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C   
 

BE BOLD! 
In today's Gospel we hear how Jesus' hometown crowd were so outraged by his words that they wanted to throw him off a cliff.  
How things have changed! These days many young adults tie a rope around their ankles and willingly hurl themselves from any precipice 
available! It seems that some young people enjoy the challenge of facing down their fears, trusting the generally good track record of those 
who have done it before them and publicly showing their courage, even to the brink of death. Those of us not courageous or stupid enough 
to attempt a bungee jump have to concede that to do it, for whatever reason, is heroic stuff. 
 

Heroic stuff is at the heart of today's readings. Even though the crowd hated what they heard, Jesus preached boldly to his own people. 
Jeremiah was similarly courageous in his teaching, in the face of enormous persecution from his people. And Paul knows the only reason 
one can endure hardships and rejection and even be seen as stupid in the eyes of the world is for the sake of love.  
 

The word 'love' has to be one of the most misused words in our language. We say we love our house, holiday, car, and even ice cream.  
But using love in this way we scarcely come close to what Christian love is all about. St Paul teaches today that love is not primarily about 
warm fuzzy feelings and violins. Paul knew that Christian love is an intensely practical business. There is no point in any of us saying we 
love anyone unless our actions follow the profession we make.  
 

Indeed as St John was to sharply say in his letter in the New Testament, 'If you say you love God and hate your neighbour, you are a liar'. 
We can say the right words about loving God and each other all we like, but if we do not show it in how we live, then we are noisy gongs 
and clanging cymbals. There is no getting around it: Christian love always and everywhere involves sacrifice. So, how can we love like 
this? Why should we love like this?  
 

We can love sacrificially because other people have loved us in the same way. When anyone has been gentle, kind and patient with us, 
when they did not insist on their own way, were not irritable, resentful or enjoy our downfall, we were on the receiving end of love. They 
showed us how to do it. That's love.  We can take this enormous gamble to love like this only when others have loved us enough to tell us 
the truth about ourselves and we in turn have spoken the truth to them. That's love. And we can plunge into the unknown, even to the brink 
of death, because along with others we have held on to hope in the face of difficult times. That's sacrificial love and that is what Christian 
love is all about.  
 

Jesus does not promise us in the Gospel that any of this is going to be easy, just necessary if we are going to live life to the full. And we 
also have legions of companions who have been down this road before us. From Jeremiah to Jesus to Paul to the martyrs and saints and to 
our own families, we know that it is possible to face down our fears, trust the track record of those who have done it before us, publicly 
show our courage, even to the brink of death and leap into the future with only three ropes tied to our ankles. On one is written 'faith'. On 
the second is written 'hope' and on the third and strongest rope is written 'love'.  
 

Let's pray, then, for the grace to be foolish in the eyes of the world and heroic in the courage it takes to love others sacrificially, and be 
loved by them, even to the point of death.                               
             Richard Leonard SJ  from liturgyhelp.com.au 

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
St Michael’s Church 

58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125            A/H :   9621  3146   
Fax:  9671 6425  
Emai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l ac k t o w n .o r g .au  
 
bPoint  pa yment  s ystem  
Fol low the l inks  
on our  websi te .  
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 
St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  
St Patrick’s Primary                  8869 6000  

 Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College         88110300  
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 

(St Michael’s)                                
 

Institute for Mission                    9296 6369  
Fr Paul Roberts (Director)  
paul.roberts@ifm.org.au 

 
Diocesan Ministry Centre           8838 3460     

 
Catholic Care                8822 2222     

Blacktown@ccss.org.au 
    
 www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
    
 www.facebook.com/
blacktowncatholics 
 
  @mqofblacktown 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: Mass 8:00am Mon, & Fri &  7.30pm 

Wed 
Communion Service 8.00am Tues & Thurs 

St Patrick’s: Mass 9.00am Tues & Thurs & Sat 
Communion Service  9.00am Mon, Wed, Fri 

First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

PAR ISH TE AM  
Moderator:     Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:    Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:    Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:      George Bryan 
Finance Officer:  Jennifer Gillman 
Pastoral Associate:  Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistant:  Cate Gabriel 
Parish Assistant:  Kaitlyn Vergano 
Parish Assistant:  Todd Pieters  
Parish Team Meetings each Monday  
from 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Ps 105:47 

Save us, O Lord our God! 
And gather us from the nations, 
to give thanks to your holy name, 
and make it our glory to praise you.       
                                             v 
FIRST READING: Jer 1:4-5. 17-19  
v 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 70:1-6. 15. 17. R. v.15                 
I will sing of your salvation. 

SECOND READING: 1 Cor 12:31 – 13:13  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Lk 4:18  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor 
and freedom to prisoners. 
Alleluia! 

GOSPEL: Lk 4:21-30  
Jesus began to speak in the synagogue, ‘This text is 
being fulfilled today even as you listen.’ And he won the 
approval of all, and they were astonished by the 
gracious words that came from his lips. 

They said, ‘This is Joseph’s son, surely?’ But he replied, 
‘No doubt you will quote me the saying, “Physician, 
heal yourself” and tell me, “We have heard all that 
happened in Capernaum, do the same here in your own 
countryside.”’ And he went on, ‘I tell you solemnly, no 
prophet is ever accepted in his own country. 

‘There were many widows in Israel, I can assure you, 
in Elijah’s day, when heaven remained shut for three 
years and six months and a great famine raged 
throughout the land, but Elijah was not sent to any one 
of these: he was sent to a widow at Zarephath, a 
Sidonian town. And in the prophet Elisha’s time there 
were many lepers in Israel, but none of these was cured, 
except the Syrian, Naaman.’ 

When they heard this everyone in the synagogue was 
enraged. They sprang to their feet and hustled him out of 
the town; and they took him up to the brow of the hill 
their town was built on, intending to throw him down 
the cliff, but he slipped through the crowd and walked 
away. 
 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Cf. Ps 30:17-18  

Let your face shine on your servant. 
Save me in your merciful love. 
O Lord, let me never be put to shame, for I call on you. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Anniversaries: Lillian Kather ine Mossfield, Warren 
Thomas Mossfield, Andreana and Felix Muscat, Christine 
Joy, Rex Scott, William Peppin, Leonard Lovejoy, Helen 
Tanti, George Lobo, Aloysius Coutinho  

Special Intentions: Graeme Bruce Har r is, Joan Holmes, 
Deceased Members of the Tanti Family, Sr Estrella Castalone FMA,  
Sr Virginia Castalone OP, Dorotea Castalone  

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or in hospital 
at this time: Paul Clemson, Raymonde Clair  

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a loved one 
who is ill or you are going into hospital and would like to be anointed, 
please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also write your mass 
intention on the envelopes provided, indicating the time and date that 
you would like your intention to be offered.  

“When we draw near to Jesus, we too see 
once more the light which enables us to look 
to the future with confidence.” - Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

YEAR OF LUKE - YEAR C 
Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time  

M   4 Feb: Heb 11:32-40; Mk 5:1-20 
T    5 Feb: Heb 12:1-4; Mk 5:21-43  
W   6 Feb: Heb 12:4-7, 11-15; Mk 6:1-6 

Th  7 Feb: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24; Mk 6:7-13 
F     8 Feb: Heb 13:1-8; Mk 6:14-29 

S     9 Feb: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21; Mk 6:30-34 
S     10 Feb: Is 6:1-8; 1 Cor 15:1-11; Lk 5:1-11 

Daily  
Readings 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO  

WELCOME, GROW AND ACT?  
Registrations for Liturgical Ministry Formation 
Courses for beginning February 2019 are open 

now! 
Workshops available for Ministers of the 
Word, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion, Acolytes & Adult Servers 
and Communion to the Sick and Dying. 
Contact the parish office for a 
registration form. 

Hospitality Team 
You are invited to extend the spirit of welcome and 
hospitality to fellow parishioners after Mass. We are 
looking for people to  join the St Michael’s 
hospitality roster after the 9.30am Mass on Sundays. 
If you, a group of friends or your family would like 
to host morning tea every 4-6 weeks, call the Parish 
Office on 9622 1125 with your details.  

Parish Office Closed 
The Parish Office will be closed on 
Monday 4th February as the team 

spend the day planning for 2019. Pray 
for a fruitful day as we not only plan, 
but get to know each other as a new 

parish team. 

javascript:expandDetail(%22reading%22,%22FR%22,%22N04ORSUC%22,%20%22right_content_middle%22,%22%22);
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In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

Jean & Betty’s Tours  
12th February 2019 

Bass & Flinders Luncheon Cruise 
Depart Blacktown and visit the E.G. Waterhouse 

Camellia Gardens overlooking the beautiful Yowie Bay. 
Continue onto Sans Souci and board the Bass & 

Flinders as we cruise the scenic waters of the Georges 
River. 

8.00am Depart Greystanes 
8.30am Depart Blacktown 

 
Cost: $70 per person and includes coach travel, morning 

tea, lunch and 3 hour cruise. 
For bookings and further details call  

Jean McLean on 9920 3401. 

A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
Weekend is a Marriage Enrichment 
experience for married couples – set in 
peaceful, picturesque surroundings, 
away from the distractions of 
everyday life.  During the weekend, 
couples have a unique opportunity to 
reconnect, rekindle and refresh their 

relationship. Take time out of your busy schedule, 
to invest in your most precious asset . . .  your 
Marriage!   
Weekend date: 26

th
 – 28

th
 April at Mt Carmel 

Retreat Centre, Varroville, NSW 

Bookings online at  www.wwme.org.au  or  
Adrian and Janet Sullivan: on 0490 774 419 or 
adrian.janet1@bigpond.com  

Communion to the Sick at Blacktown Hospital 
We urgently require people to take Holy 

Communion to patients in Blacktown Hospital on 
Sundays. Volunteers are currently rostered on every 
second month i.e. six times per year.  Distribution of 

Communion takes about 2 to 3 hours.  Before you 
can start you need to complete a hospital security 

check and be issued with a hospital ID, which 
allows you to access the carpark on your roster 
weekends. The hospital also requires you to be 

vaccinated against certain communicable diseases, 
which they will vaccinate you for free of charge.  If 
you are an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist 
who can help with this important ministry please 

contact Deacon George either via the parish office 
or via email at George.Bryan@parracatholic.org 

H ave you ever thought about 
how all the altar clothes are 

cleaned each week?  
Wonderful parishioners take the 
altar linen home and generously 

give of their time to wash and iron 
them and bring them back to 

Masses for the weekend. If this is something you 
are able to help with, please call the Parish Office 

on 9622 1125 and leave your contact details.  
“Many hands make light work!” 

Congratulations to all couples who are 
celebrating wedding anniversaries. 

 

Philip & Bernadette Besterwitch - 50 years 
 

May the love of God continue to bless 
all marriages. 

“Trust” is the theme for the 2019 Lenten Program. This 
year we will be again offering a number of different 
opportunities to join together as a community to reflect 
on the Lenten Journey.  
MQOF EVENINGS: A larger group with weekly speakers 
and small group discussion. All age groups welcome. 
MQOF MORNINGS: Small faith sharing groups in the 
Church using resources provided  
MQOF HOME: Small faith sharing groups in your home 
at any time using resources provided. 
Please indicate if you would like to host your friends or 
family.  
MQOF YOUTH: The opportunity for our teens and our 
young adults to come together and share the Lenten 
journey. 
 
Groups will begin the week beginning the 4th March. If 
you would like to join a group, please inform the Parish 
Office on 9622 1125. Sign up sheets will be in the 
church foyers in coming weeks.  

http://www.wwme.org.au
mailto:adrian.janet1@bigpond


During the past few days, the Holy Spirit 
guided us throughout this journey of a 
lifetime. We know this because once we 
entered the room, we felt safe and active. 
 

Day one was full of excitement and joy, we all got to know each other by 
telling facts about each other. After we all became friends, we went outside 
to be a bit more active. Once we came back inside, we started to learn about 
the Holy Spirit. We created doves out of paper plates and made matching 
flames. This represented the Holy Spirit on the disciple's heads. Once we 
completed this task we had a meditation session to calm ourselves. 
 

Day two had the same joy and excitement as the last. We did more activities 
and challenges. Once that was over we had a broadcast featuring Fr Jack, we 
took this opportunity to ask questions we were longing to ask. As he left we 
started preparing for the movie. The movie was based on friendship and 
judgment and how two different species collided together to prove to their 
own that the other is in fact real. As we finish the heartfelt movie we start 
another craft activity. We made hands and wrote how we can see and act 
like the holy spirit in our own lives. We then got the task to act as we wrote 
on our hands. 

HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE 2019 



Day three was the last day of this journey, which in 
my opinion, was the best out of the three days. We 
practiced songs for the upcoming mass, we had 
dance competitions and had a game of volleyball. 
Once the fun and games were over, we started 
preparing for the mass. There were four teams 
which were: The choir/ dance team, the 
environment team, the prayers of the faithful team 
and the acting team. I myself was part of the 
environment team. My team had to set up the 
prayer space, draw and cut more flames and 
vacuum the floor. Our team got closer together 
during the experience. Once we ate pizza, the 
mass finally started. 
 

Those three days were an experience of a lifetime.  
I hope that all who attended had a great time.  
 

- Louise Sergio 

(participant) 



 Thank you to everyone who gives of their time to minister at our liturgies.  

 If you are unable to fulfil your place on the roster please contact another minister to organise a substitute.  

 The list of ministers is available via the link on the ministry newsletter.  

 You are encouraged to share your details with other ministers whom you minister with to contact each 
other to arrange replacements. Thank you. 

 If you are not receiving the weekly ministry newsletter via email each week, please contact the Parish 
Office on 9622 1125 or email lbright@mqofblacktown.org.au to have your name added or details 
confirmed.  

 The Ministry Newsletter includes the weekly roster and What’s Happening at Masses on that weekend. If 
you do not have an email address, then please read the ministry newsletter which is on display on the 
sacristy noticeboard.  

LITURGICAL MINISTRIES ROSTER 
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MQOF SOCIAL 
JUSTICE GROUP  

 
World Day of Social Justice will be celebrated in 

February. 

We are inviting MQOF parishioners to participate 
by contributing to a Food and Goods Drive on 
the weekend of 16th/17th February. 

These items will be delivered to the House of 
Welcome, Granville, which has existed since 
2001 to welcome, protect, shelter and empower 
people seeking asylum and refugees. 

16th/17th February - Baskets will be provided at 
the doors of St Michael’s and St Patrick’s 
churches. 

Items most needed are: 

Shampoo, conditioner, soap, deodorant, 
dishwashing liquid, cloths, laundry detergent/
powder 

Other useful goods are: 

Breakfast cereals, sugar, tinned vegetables, 
canned fruit, rice, honey/jam, biscuits 

Your generosity will be appreciated. 

Please NO soup, baked beans or tinned spaghetti 

We will also be having an Around the World 
Morning Tea. Everyone is invited to bring a plate 

to share – more details in next Bulletin. 

BAPTISMS 
The Baptism of a child is such a wonderful 
sacrament! To help in your planning should 
you wish to have a child baptised this year,  
please visit our website for general enquires 

and frequently asked questions at 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au and click on the 

tab Sacraments/Baptism. 
 

BAPTISMS -  
FEBRUARY 2019 

 
Simon Kamille Isip Bambico 

Mia Mansfield 
Jack Andrew Summerton 

Zahlia Mae Hasna 
Cruze Charlie Gafa 
Jacob Ryle Canonoy 

Juliana Francine Boado 
Azariah Alfafara 

 
We welcome these young people into our 

parish family as they are baptised this 
month at Mary, Queen of the Family 

Parish.  

 
 

May God Bless you and keep you always. 
May you always know the love of God in 

your lives as you grow in faith  
and love. 



Become a Catechist -  
a Special Religious Education teacher! 

 
What is an SRE or Catechist?  
Special Religious Educators (SRE’s) also known as Catechists are parish 
volunteers who: 

 Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of their parish who attend 
government schools. 

 Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with young people. 

 Have an hour per week to prepare and share their time and talents with young people. 

 Are people who respond to the central mission of the Church to make Jesus known 
and loved.  

 
In this parish Special Religious Educators, SRE’s, (previously known as Catechists) go into 
5 state primary schools and 2 High Schools in school hours. New volunteer SRE’s will be 
given support, training, authorised teaching materials and will start as a classroom helper.  
 
To register your interest or make 
further enquiries visit or contact the 
Parish Office on 9622 1125 or 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au to be 
put in contact with Sandra Baker 
who is the SRE Coordinator for 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish. 



As we begin to minister in this 
new year, you are invited for a 
time of reflection as we spend 

time  
Growing in Ministry. 

Tuesday 19th February, 
7.30pm 

or  
Wednesday 20th February, 

9.45am  
in the Cardinal Clancy Room at  

St Patrick’s Church.  
To RSVP, please leave your name at the Parish 

Office by calling 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 

The joy of having loud and 
messy kids at Mass 
Reprinted from America Magazine (Jesuit Publication)  
Brian Doyle  24 September 2014 
 
Usually the daily noon Mass on campus is attended by the 
familiar dozen or so faculty and staff and students and 
neighbors; but today, to my amazement, there are 4-year-
old twin boys in front of me, complete with parents, the 
father immensely tall and the mother adamantly not. 

The noon Mass is legendary for starting on the button and 
never going more than 25 minutes because afternoon 
classes start at 12:30 p.m. and you want to give students 
a chance to make their flip-flopped sprint across campus. 
For the first five minutes the twins sit quietly and 
respectfully and perhaps even reverently, each in his seat 
between mom and dad. This does not last. At 12:07 p.m. I 
see the first flurry of fists and elbows as they jockey and 
joust. At 12:11 p.m. one of them, incredibly, pulls a bunch 
of grapes from his pocket and begins to eat some and to 
lose the rest on the floor. At 12:13 p.m. there are easily a 
dozen grapes and both boys under the chairs. At 12:15 

p.m. the mom, clearly a 
veteran of these sorts of 
things, pulls two cookies 
from her pockets for the 
boys. At 12:20 p.m. the 
dad finally bends down 
from his great height and 
tersely reads his sons the 
riot act, a moment I have 
been waiting for with high 

fraternal glee, for I have been in his shoes. I have been at 
Mass in this very chapel with my small twin sons, who 
have dropped Cheerios from the balcony onto the bald 
spots of congregants below and stuck their arms into the 
baptistry just to see what it would feel like (it’s cold and 
wet, one son said, indignantly) and made barnyard noises 
at exactly the wrong moments and ran all around the 
chapel shaking sticky hands with startled, bemused 
congregants at the Sign of Peace. 
After Mass I say to the celebrant with a smile that it is not 
every day we are graced by rambunctious ruffians who 
scatter grapes and crumbs on the floor and giggle and 
yawn and shimmy and snicker and lose their shoes and 
drop hymnals on the floor with a terrific bang and pay no 
attention whatsoever to the Gospel readings and the 
homily and the miracle of the Eucharist but rather gaze 
raptly at the life-size cedar crucifix and try to blow out a 
candle on the altar as their parents carry them up for a 

blessing and say Hi! to the grinning priest as he lays his 
hand upon their innocent brows and spend the last five 
minutes of Mass sitting in the same single seat trying to 
shove the other guy off but only using your butt and not 
your hands; and the priest, unforgettably, says this to me: 
 
I love having little kids at Mass. I love it when they are 
bored and pay no attention and squirm. I love it when they 
get distracted by a moth and spend five minutes following 
the moth’s precarious voyage among the lights. It ’s all 
good. They are being soaked in the Mass. They hear the 
words and feel the reverence and maybe they even sense 
the food of the experience, you know? Sometimes people 
complain and make veiled remarks about behavior and 
discipline and decorum and the rapid dissolution of morals 
today and stuff like that but I have no patience for it. For 
one thing they were little kids at Mass once, and for 
another if there are no little kids at Mass, pretty soon there 
won’t be any Masses. You have to let kids be kids. 
 
I love having little kids at Mass. If you are distracted by a 
little kid being a little kid you are not focused on what’s holy. 
Little kids are holy. Let it be. My only rule is no extended 
fistfights. Other than that I don’t care about grapes and 
yawning. I think the cadence and the rhythm and the custom 
and the peace of the Mass soak into kids without them 
knowing it. That’s why a lot of the students here come back 
to Mass, I think—it sparks some emotional memory in them, 
and once they are back at Mass then they pay attention in 
new ways and find new food in it. It’s all good. The more the 
merrier. I don’t mind dogs when I celebrate Mass, either. For 
one thing they are generally better behaved than little kids, 
but for another I figure the Mass soaks into them too, and 
how could that be bad? You know what I mean?  
 
I say I do know very well what he means and we shake 
hands and he heads to the sacristy to disrobe and I head 
back to work. But about halfway back to my office I feel 
awfully sad that I do not have grapes and cookies in my 
jacket pockets. I don’t even have remains of ancient 
Cheerios anymore, and there were years there when my 
pockets were so filled with brittle crumbs that birds followed 
me in rotation, sparrows in the morning and crows in the 
afternoon. For a minute I want to shuffle back to the chapel 
and catch that tiny mom and ask her for a cookie, just 
because, but then I realize that she will think I am a nut and I 
remember that I had my run as the dad of little kids 
squirming at Mass. It was a sweet glorious unforgettable 
run, too, and now it’s someone else’s turn, and how good 
and holy that is, that there are still little kids under the seats, 
paying no attention whatsoever.  

But they will. 

"If there are no little 
kids at Mass, pretty 
soon there won’t be 
any Masses." 

 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Join a team of volunteers to prepare and serve food to 
people doing it tough (once every 10-12 weeks) on a 
Saturday afternoon. There are opportunities for those 
who would prefer to prepare food and not attend the 

services (and vice versa). Please contact Terri 
Sebastian via the parish office (9622 1125) or 0466 418 

809  to volunteer your services. 
 

We are in need of a freezer. If you have one that you 
are able to donate, please call Terri on 0466 418 809.  



POSITION VACANT – GROUNDSMAN / HANDYMAN 
NAGLE COLLEGE, SOUTH BLACKTOWN 
We are looking for a person to work 3 days per 
week, hours 7.30-3.30pm Position involves school 
grounds maintenance including garden beds, 
pathways, general outdoor cleanliness, as well as 
able to carry out minor repair works as and when 
required.  The successful applicant must have a full 
licence and able to drive a people mover vehicle.  A 
working with children checks and medical will have 
to be completed before commencement.  If 
interested, please email Mary Fairhurst   -
 mfairhurst@parra.catholic.edu.au for full job 
description or contact me on 
041208273.  Applications close 11th February 2019.  

Around the Diocese… 
Red Mass: 13 February 
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta will be hosting a Red Mass on Wednesday 13 February at 
7:30pm. This Mass is held in thanksgiving for the work of those who serve the law and is also an 
opportunity to reaffirm a commitment to justice and faith. The colour red refers to the vestments 
worn by the celebrants to signify the Holy Spirit. All are welcome. 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal: 15-17 February 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the Diocese of Parramatta is holding a “Restoring Reverence” 
event. From Friday 15 – Sunday 17 February at Our Lady of Lourdes Church, 7 Grantham Road, 
Seven Hills. Further information can be obtained on 0404 093 118 or 0425 607 227. Entry by 
donation, Children’s Ministry available, coffee and tea provided, BYO lunch. 
 
Bereavement Support Program: 21 February – 16 May 
CatholicCare Solo Parent Services is commencing a Bereavement Support Program for men or 
women whose spouse or partner have died. The program will be run at Holy Spirit Parish, St 
Clair (5 Todd Row, St Clair) on Thursdays fortnightly from 10am to 12 midday in the Pioneers 
Room of the Parish, commencing 21 February to 16 May. To secure a place on this program 
please ring the Parish on 02 9670 8222 or email tostclair@parracatholic.org 
 
Ordination to the Diaconate: 22 February 
Most Rev Vincent Long OFM Conv, Bishop of Parramatta, will be the principal celebrant for the 
Mass of Ordination to the Diaconate of Roque Dias, John Cinya, Thong Nguyen and Roderick 
Pirotta on Friday 22 February at 7.30pm. The ordination will take place at St Patrick’s Cathedral, 
Parramatta. Refreshments to follow. 

2019 resolution ... To Grow in Faith 
through the Reflective Ministry 

Program at the Institute for Mission. A 
program for those involved in serving 

through ministry in our Catholic 
communities.  

Call Sr Grace on 9296 6369 to register. 
Visit www.ifm.org.au for dates.  

The Bible study group and will restart 
on Thursday 31st Jan 2019. Join them 
in the Sid Mosley Centre at 7.30 pm 

finishing at 9pm every Thursday.   

Thank you to everyone who have expressed  
concerns for Fr Peter in the Tasmanian Bushfires. 
He has been evacuated from his property but he 
and Monet are safe. No damage to property as at 
time of printing. Fr Peter has had a wonderful and 
wholesome experience living in the evacuation 
centre. A true sense of community and meeting the 
local people. Please continue to pray for all those 
who work tirelessly to control the fires in 
Tasmania and those impacted by them. 

https://mail.mqofblacktown.org.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=ZnQh3bvRKndT0s7a6I8wtGoXvgn9Bkm1nOpModfsGCV39oVQpobWCG0AYQBpAGwAdABvADoAbQBmAGEAaQByAGgAdQByAHMAdABAAHAAYQByAHIAYQAuAGMAYQB0AGgAbwBsAGkAYwAuAGUAZAB1AC4AYQB1AA..&URL=mailto%3amfairhurst%40parra.catholic.edu


Call Jenny at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
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MALTA TRAVEL: Tours for 2019 
1. 16 Days Highlights of New Zealand: 6 - 21 

March. All inclusive tour of both North and South 
Islands. This is the 18th time we are running this 
magnificent tour! Guaranteed the best price on 

the market. Its filling up quick! Call Monica 
Ledger on 98960712 or 0414859386.  

2. 12 Days- Gold Coast to Cairns: 3 - 14 August. 
Gold Coast - Brisbane - Sunshine Coast - Noosa - 
Bundaberg - Rockhampton - Mackay -Proserpine 

- Townsville - Karunda - Fitzroy Island and 
Cairns! We join the Australian Outback 

Spectacular! Enjoy the Great Barrier Reef Cruise! 
Call Charlie Felice on 9631 2689 or 0412 523 893. 

PARISH SHOPPING BAGS  

Show your support for 
more environmentally-
friendly ways of doing 
your grocery shopping 
and show some Parish 
Pride while you’re at it. 

Thank you to 
these 

companies for 
supporting 

Mary Queen of 
the Family. 

Their 
sponsorship 
goes towards 
supporting 

ministry within 
our parish. 

“Each of you 
should give 

what you have 
decided in your 
heart to give, 

not reluctantly 
or under 

compulsion, for 
God loves a 

cheerful giver.” 
 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

 
Ph: 4732 4566 
Unit 1/61 Jack Williams Drive 
Penrith NSW 2750  
www.jandlkitchens.com 

Come and visit our showroom,  
or call and arrange a free in-home consultation.  

J&L Kitchens will design, manufacture and  
install your dream kitchen. 

Remember that Your Dreams Are Within Your Reach! 


