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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Sunday, 6 Jan 2019: The Epiphany of the Lord  - Year C 

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

Jesus Christ, Light of the World 
God has fulfilled the promise of salvation longed for by the people. The Holy Scriptures give testimony to this and since the 
birth of Christ, we hear stories from one generation to the next the salvation received and experience by so many people who 
believed in him.  The story of Jesus has been told again and again.  He is truly alive. God is indeed present in our midst.  He is 
Emmanuel.  God has appeared in our midst; he has manifested himself before us.  This is what the feast of epiphany, what we 
commonly known as the feast of three kings or the magi or the wise men, means.  Jesus Christ shows us the face of God on 
the earth.  The magi shared their story of the baby Jesus, the Messiah known to be born in Bethlehem and this reached far 
beyond Israel to the different corners of the world. 
 

Why should we never stop telling the story of Jesus? Until such time that we reach our final destiny, we need the light to 
guide our way.  This light will bring us to salvation, not only in the life of eternity but in the here and now.  And so, by 
sharing the stories of our encounter with Jesus Christ, we offer to others the gift we received.  Christ is the light that will help 
us understand the mystery of life, the meaning and purpose of our existence in this world.  This light gives us hope and joy 
and will keep aflame the love in our hearts, the love that is so generous and willing to sacrifice and suffer for the sake of God 
and others.   
 

Like the ancient Israel in the first reading (Isaiah 60:1-6), this light will help us see the promise of God’s salvation. The light 
of God’s glory makes his people radiant that others are attracted to it.  In spite of life’s challenges and difficulties, we cling to 
our hope that God alone can give us because of our faith in him.  We allow his light to help us come out of whatever form of 
darkness we experience in life.  Having received the grace, our life becomes a complete offering and thanksgiving to God.  
Ultimately, we do everything that glorifies God.  
 

The Magi in our Gospel (Matthew 2:1-12) show us a beautiful example of divine worship. “They prostrated themselves and 
did him homage.  Then they opened their treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  This symbolizes 
our offering of our whole self and everything we have to God, our prayers, and our sacrifices and sufferings which we offer in 
union with Jesus’ own Passion, for the glory of God and the salvation of souls.  The Magi teach us also how to proceed on our 
journey.  They do not return the way they came, which could have taken them back to Herod.  They have been enlightened 
when they found Jesus.  Now they have the light in their hearts to guide which path they should take, an inner light, a new gift 
of discernment and wisdom.  When we meet Jesus and worship him, we do not have to “return to Herod,” back to the 
darkness, fear and selfishness of our past.  May Jesus Christ enlighten our hearts and minds then that we may become the 
source of light and so give hope, joy and life to others.  May we be God’s manifestations of his love and compassion for 
others.                  - Fr Regie  

 
St Michael’s Church 

58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125            A/H :   9621  3146   
Fax:  9671 6425  
Emai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l ac k t o w n .o r g .au  
 
bPoint  pa yment  s ystem  
Fol low the l inks  
on our  websi te .  
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 
St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  
St Patrick’s Primary                  8869 6000  
 Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College         9671 3000 
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 

(St Michael’s)                                
 

Institute for Mission                    9296 6369  
Fr Paul Roberts (Director)  
paul.roberts@ifm.org.au 

 
Diocesan Ministry Centre           8838 3460     

 
Catholic Care                            8822 2222     

Blacktown@ccss.org.au 
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WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: Mass 8:00am Mon, & Fri &  7.30pm 

Wed 
Communion Service 8.00am Tues & Thurs 

St Patrick’s: Mass 9.00am Tues & Thurs & Sat 
Communion Service  9.00am Mon, Wed, Fri 

First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

PARISH TE AM  
Moderator:     Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:    Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:    Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:      George Bryan 
Finance Officer:               Jennifer Gillman 
Pastoral Associate:  Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistant:  Cate Gabriel 
Parish Assistant:  Kaitlyn Vergano 
Parish Assistant:  Todd Pieters  
Parish Team Meetings each Monday  
from 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Mal 3:1; 1 Chr 29:12 

Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; 
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 
 
FIRST READING: Is 60:1-6           
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. see v.11 
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you. 

SECOND READING: Eph 3:2-3. 5-6 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Mt 2:2  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
We have seen his star in the East; 
and have come to adore the Lord. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Mt 2:1-12  
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the reign 
of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from the east. 
‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw his star 
as it rose and have come to do him homage.’ When 
King Herodheard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole 
of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the scribes 
of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was to be 
born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is what the 
prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, you are 
by no means least among the leaders of Judah, for out of you will 
come a leader who will shepherd my people Israel.’ Then Herod 
summoned the wise men to see him privately. He asked them the 
exact date on which the star had appeared, and sent them on 
to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ he said ‘and 
when you have found him, let me know, so that I too may go and do 
him homage.’ Having listened to what the king had to say, they set 
out. And there in front of them was the star they had seen rising; it 
went forward and halted over the place where the child was. The 
sight of the star filled them with delight, and going into the house 
they saw the child with his mother Mary, and falling to their knees 
they did him homage. Then, opening their treasures, they offered 
him gifts of gold and frankincense and myrrh. But they were 
warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, and returned to their 
own country by a different way. 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Cf. Mt 2:2 

We have seen his star in the East, 
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or 
in hospital at this time, may they know the healing 

presence of Christ. 

Intentions will appear in the bulletin from February. 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a loved one 
who is ill or you are going into hospital and would like to be anointed, 
please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also write your mass 
intention on the envelopes provided, indicating the time and date that 
you would like your intention to be offered.  

“If we want to find Jesus, we have to overcome our fear of 
taking risks, our self-satisfaction and our indolent refusal to ask 
anything more of life, We need to take risks simply to meet a 

Child.” - Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

YEAR OF LUKE - YEAR C 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

M   6 Jan: Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
T    7 Jan: 1 Jn 3:22-4:6; Mt 4:12-17, 23-25  
W   8 Jan: 1 Jn 4:7-10; Mk 6:34-44 

Th  9 Jan: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Mk 6:45-52 
F     10 Jan: 1 Jn 4:19-5:4; Lk 4:14-22 

S     11 Jan: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Lk 5:12-16 
S     12 Jan: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Jn 3:22-30 

Daily  
Readings 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO  

WELCOME, GROW AND ACT?  
Registrations for Liturgical Ministry Formation 
Courses for beginning February 2019 are open 

now! 
Workshops available for Ministers of 
the Word, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, Acolytes & Adult 
Servers and Communion to the Sick 
and Dying. Contact the parish office for 
a registration form. 

Congratulations to all couples who are celebrating 
wedding anniversaries this month. 

 
 

May the love of God continue to bless all 
marriages. 

The Bible study group and will restart on 
Thursday 31st Jan 2019. Join them in the Sid 

Mosley Centre at 7.30 pm finishing at 9pm every 
Thursday.   

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS  
JANUARY 

The Parish Office will re-open on 9am, 
Monday 7th January 2019.  

For the month of January the parish office 
opening hours will be from 9am - 12pm.  

From Monday 28th January,  
opening hours will be from 9am - 4pm. 

 
The office at St Michael’s Church will re-open 
on Sundays 8.30am - 11.30am on Sunday 3rd 

February 2019.   

Welcome 
We welcome Fr John Paul Escarlan and Fr Jack Green 
as they move into our parish community.  
 
Fr Regie will be away for the month of January as he 
has a chapter meeting for his congregation.  
We pray for all our new priests and hope that they 
settle well and feel welcomed in the MQOF 
Community. 

javascript:expandDetail(%22reading%22,%22FR%22,%22NEPC1EPI%22,%20%22right_content_middle%22,%22%22);
javascript:expandDetail(%22reading%22,%22P_%22,%22NEPC1EPI%22,%20%22right_content_middle%22,%22%22);
javascript:expandDetail(%22reading%22,%22SR%22,%22NEPC1EPI%22,%20%22right_content_middle%22,%22%22);
javascript:expandDetail(%22reading%22,%22AR%22,%22NEPC1EPI%22,%20%22right_content_middle%22,%22%22);
javascript:expandDetail(%22reading%22,%22GR%22,%22NEPC1EPI%22,%20%22right_content_middle%22,%22%22);


In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

 

YOU CAN MAKE A 
DIFFERENCE! 

Join a team of volunteers to prepare and serve food to 
people doing it tough (once every 10-12 weeks) on a 

Saturday afternoon. There are opportunities for those who 
would prefer to prepare food and not attend the services 
(and vice versa). Please contact Terri Sebastian via the 

parish office (9622 1125) or 0466 418 809  to volunteer your 
services. 

HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE 
22nd, 23rd, 24th JANUARY 2019 9am - 3pm  

For children aged 5-12 years old  
Email sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au for 

a permission form.   

MQOF Café will be taking a short break. We look 
forward to welcoming you to the Café on Thursday 

17th January at 9.30am. Invite your friends! 

 

HOME VISIT 
Do you know someone who would like a visit from our Pastoral 
Outreach Team?  
 
Name: ……………………………..……….. Ph:…………………….. 
 

SICK OR HOUSEBOUND 
Do you know someone who would like Holy Communion?  
 
Name: ……………………………….….….. Ph:…………………….. 
 

PLANNED GIVING 
Would you like to support our parish by contributing through our 
Planned Giving Envelopes?  
 
Name: …………………………..………….. Ph:…………………….. 
 

INTERESTED IN MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH 
Would you like to become involved in an area of ministry/service at 
Mass or in the parish?  
 
Name: ……………………………...……….. Ph:………………….. 

Supporting Our Community 
If you would like to make one of the following requests,  

please complete the slip below and return via the collection 
plate or to the parish office. 

Return your completed slip via the collection plate at Mass 
or to the parish office. Someone from the team will be in 

contact with you soon. 



LITURGICAL MINISTRIES ROSTER 

If you are unable to fulfil your place on the roster please contact another minister to organise a 
substitute. The list of ministers is available via the link on the ministry newsletter. You are 

encouraged to share your details with other ministers whom you minister with to contact each other 
to arrange replacements. Thank you. 

 
If you are not receiving the weekly ministry newsletter via email each week, please contact the 

Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email lbright@mqofblacktown.org.au to have your name added or 
details confirmed. The Ministry Newsletter includes the weekly roster and What’s Happening at 

Masses on that weekend. 
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MQOF SOCIAL 
JUSTICE GROUP  

 
NEW YEAR 

RESOLUTIONS??? 
LET US HELP! 

MQOF Social Justice Group will be offering 
our parishioners many opportunities during 
the year to Welcome, Grow and Act.  We 
invite you to join us on our journey to inform, 
reflect, pray and Act. 
 
Did you know … 
The House of Welcome at Granville, has 
existed since 2001 to welcome, shelter and 
empower people seeking asylum and refugees. 
 
It provides … 
Housing – up to 95 people a night in family 
housing, men’s and women’s shelters 
Emergency Assistance - to families and 
individuals with little or no access to income 
or work rights 
Drop In Centre – legal and medical referrals. 
Plus Foodbank – 4830 distributions per year 
Skill Development Courses – through 
English lessons and other training building 
opportunities for employment 
Community Connections – catering social 
enterprise, activities, school holiday 
programs, etc. 
 

For more information     
www.stfrancis.org.au/house-of-welcome 

BAPTISMS 
The Baptism of a child is such a 

wonderful sacrament! To help in your 
planning should you wish to have a child 

baptised this year,  please visit our 
website for general enquires and 

frequently asked questions at 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au and click on 

the tab Sacraments/Baptism. 
 

BAPTISMS -  
JANUARY 2019 

Jenevieve Mera Rodriguez 
Arthur Keddrick Carreon 

Brandon Noah Banas 
Alaina Mae Ocillos 

Calvin Morato 
 

We welcome these young people into our 
parish family as they are baptised this 
month at Mary, Queen of the Family 

Parish.  
 

 
May God Bless you and keep you 

always. May you always know the love 
of God in your lives as you grow in faith  

and love. 



Become a Catechist,  
a Special Religious Education teacher! 

 
What is an SRE or Catechist?  
Special Religious Educators (SRE’s) also known as Catechists are parish 
volunteers who: 

 Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of their parish who attend 
government schools. 

 Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with young people. 

 Have an hour per week to prepare and share their time and talents with young 
people. 

 Are people who respond to the central mission of the Church to make Jesus known and 
loved.  

 
In this parish Special Religious Educators, SRE’s, (previously known as Catechists) go into 5 
state primary schools and 2 High Schools in school hours. New volunteer SRE’s will be given 
support, training, authorised teaching materials and will start as a classroom helper.  
 
To register your interest or make further enquiries visit or contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 
or admin@mqofblacktown.org.au to be put in contact with Sandra Baker who is the SRE 
Coordinator for Mary, Queen of the Family Parish. 



Call Jenny at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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MALTA TRAVEL: Tours for 2019 
 

1. 16 Days Highlights of New Zealand: 6 - 21 March. 
All inclusive tour of both North and South Islands. 

This is the 18th time we are running this magnificent 
tour! Guaranteed the best price on the market. Book 
your spot early. Call Charlie Felice on 9631 2689 or 

0412 523 893.  
 

2. 15 Days Splendours of Europe River Cruise: 5 - 
20 May. A fabulous River Cruise from Budapest to 

Amsterdam. It is a very relaxing experience for all to 
enjoy! After the cruise you can either fly to Malta or 
Rome and back to Sydney. Call Monica Ledger on 

9896 0712 or 0414 859 386. 

PARISH SHOPPING BAGS  

Show your support for 
more environmentally-
friendly ways of doing 
your grocery shopping 
and show some Parish 
Pride while you’re at it. 

Thank you to 
these 

companies for 
supporting 

Mary Queen of 
the Family. 

Their 
sponsorship 
goes towards 
supporting 

ministry within 
our parish. 

“Each of you 
should give 

what you have 
decided in your 
heart to give, 

not reluctantly 
or under 

compulsion, for 
God loves a 

cheerful giver.” 
 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

 
Ph: 4732 4566 
Unit 1/61 Jack Williams Drive 
Penrith NSW 2750  
www.jandlkitchens.com 

Come and visit our showroom,  
or call and arrange a free in-home consultation.  

J&L Kitchens will design, manufacture and  
install your dream kitchen. 

Remember that Your Dreams Are Within Your Reach! 


