
Sunday, 30 Dec 2018: The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph - Year C  
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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

Family, School of Love 
It’s the feast of the Holy Family - Joseph, Mary and Jesus! This Sunday’s liturgy reminds us of the importance of the family.  Jesus, who is 
the Son of God, is truly part of the human family since he was born of the Virgin Mary and had Joseph as his foster father.  God’s 
revelation as Emmanuel: God-is-with-us is indeed made concrete in the history of humanity when he entered into a family like us.  This 
Emmanuel experienced everything like us except sin as he is always conscious and connected to the Father.  This means that in the joys 
and consolations, in pain and suffering, God is always with us.  He has proven it in the life of Jesus who grew up in the family. 
 

In spite of the many tragedies that happened with so many families today, we should not lose hope in believing that God will save and 
redeem our human families.  Let us open the doors of our homes for Jesus to enter and so allow him to teach us in the way he loved the 
family where he grew up and the whole human family. He has shown complete generosity and self-giving for the sake of whom he loves, 
and it’s all of us! 
 

I was in the park one day sitting and watching families sharing time and joys together.  It dawned on me how I’ve learned ways of doing 
things from my own family.  The hurts, the pains, the kindness and generosity, the love that we share come into play as to who am I at this 
time.  It is life in all its richness is what family brings to me.  The family is the first school that each of us learn the ways, the values that 
we carry on in our lives.  The figures of the mother, father, and other siblings are just important elements in the making and defining of 
one’s personality.  This is how crucial the family is in each person’s life. 
 

In the Holy Family of Nazareth, God in his goodness has given us a most shining example of a family.  We are called to imitate Jesus, 
Mary and Joseph in their family life together, with God at the center of their lives.  God makes a covenant of love and fidelity and invites 
us to enter into such relationship.  This covenant with Him, this loving relationship with which we show in our response of commitment to 
be faithful to Him, to try and struggle to follow God’s designs and commands, will certainly become the strong foundation of family life.  
St John Paul II reminds us of “a moment of history in which the family is the object of numerous forces that seek to destroy it or in some 
way to deform it.” (Familiaris Consortio, no. 3). 
 

Faith is the very foundation of the lives of Mary and Joseph.  They put their faith into action, hence moving them to have great respect and 
obedience to the law of the Lord.  The Gospel relates that they diligently present the Child Jesus in the Temple “in accordance with the 
dictate of the law of the Lord.”  For them, and hopefully for us too, obedience to God’s law is an expression of faith and trust in God who 
loves us.  Likewise, spiritual values are learned through obedience to the will of God revealed to us in the teachings of Christ, and we give 
God space in our lives to make things happen according to His best intentions.  May we learn the ways of God and make our families the 
place where we grow in love for God and one another!  My humble prayers for you all in the family!      
                  Fr Regie 
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WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s Church: Mass 8:00am Mon, & Fri  

&  7.30pm Wed  
Communion Service 8.00am Tues & Thurs 

St Patrick’s Church: Mass 9.00am Tues & Thurs 
& Sat Communion Service  9.00am Mon, Wed, Fri 

First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 

6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 

Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  

or by appointment contact Parish Office 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s   

                                                          
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

PARISH TEAM  
Parish Priest:  Fr Peter Confeggi 
Deacon:      George Bryan 
Finance Officer:  Jennifer Gillman 
Pastoral Associate: Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator:  
   Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistant:  Cate Gabriel 
Parish Assistant:  Kaitlyn Vergano 
Parish Team Meetings each Monday  
from 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Lk 2:16 

The shepherds went in haste, 
and found Mary and Joseph and the Infant lying in a manger. 
 
FIRST READING: 1 Sm 1:20-22. 24-28                          
Hannah gives thanks for the birth of Samuel. 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 83:2-3. 5-6. 9-10. R. v.5  
How happy they who dwell in your house, O Lord. 

SECOND READING: 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24  
We are children of God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Col 3:15. 16 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, 
and the fullness of his message live within you. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Lk 2:41-52  
Every year the parents of Jesus used to go to Jerusalem for the 
feast of the Passover. When he was twelve years old, they went up 
for the feast as usual. When they were on their way home after the 
feast, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem without his parents 
knowing it. They assumed he was with the caravan, and it was 
only after a day’s journey that they went to look for him among 
their relations and acquaintances. When they failed to find him 
they went back to Jerusalem looking for him everywhere. 

Three days later, they found him in the Temple, sitting among the 
doctors, listening to them, and asking them questions; and all 
those who heard him were astounded at his intelligence and his 
replies. They were overcome when they saw him, and his mother 
said to him, ‘My child, why have you done this to us? See how 
worried your father and I have been, looking for you.’ ‘Why were 
you looking for me?’ he replied. ‘Did you not know that I must be 
busy with my Father’s affairs?’ But they did not understand what 
he meant. 

He then went down with them and came to Nazareth and lived 
under their authority. His mother stored up all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom, in stature, and in favour 
with God and men. 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Bar 3:38  
Our God has appeared on the earth, and lived among us.  

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or 
in hospital at this time, may they know the healing 

presence of Christ. 

Intentions will appear in the bulletin from February. 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a loved one 
who is ill or you are going into hospital and would like to be anointed, 
please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also write your mass 
intention on the envelopes provided, indicating the time and date that 
you would like your intention to be offered.  

“It is worthwhile to live as a family, that a society grows 
strong, grows in goodness, grows in beauty and truly grows if 

it is built on the foundation of the family.”  
- Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

YEAR OF LUKE - YEAR C 
The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph  

M   31 Dec: 1 Jn 2:18 –21; Jn 1:1-18 
T    1 Jan: Num 6:22-27; Gal 4:4-7; Lk 2:16-21 
W   2 Jan: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Jn 1:19-28 
Th  3 Jan: 1 Jn 2:29-3:6; Jn 1:29-34 
F     4 Jan: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Jn 1:35-42 
S     5 Jan: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Jn 1:43-51 
S     6 Jan: Is 60:1-6; Eph 3:2-3, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 

Daily  
Readings 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO  

WELCOME, GROW AND ACT?  
Registrations for Liturgical Ministry Formation 
Courses for beginning February 2019 are open 

now! 
Workshops available for Ministers of 
the Word, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, Acolytes & Adult 
Servers and Communion to the Sick 
and Dying. Contact the parish office for 
a registration form. 

The Bible study group will restart on  
Thursday 31st Jan 2019.  

Join them in the Sid Mosley Centre in the new year 
at  7.30 pm finishing at 9pm every Thursday.   

St Michael’s Prayer Space will be 
closed from 4pm, Friday 21st 

December and re-open on 
Monday 7th January 2019 at 

9am. 

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS  
DECEMBER/JANUARY 

The Parish Office will be closed from  
12pm, Friday 21st December 2018 and will re-open on 

9am, Monday 7th January 2019.  
For the month of January the parish office opening 

hours will be from 9am - 12pm.  
From Monday 28th January,  

opening hours will be from 9am - 4pm. 
 

The office at St Michael’s Church will be closed from 
Christmas Day and will re-open on Sundays 8.30am - 

11.30am on Sunday 3rd February 2019.   
 

The parish team wish you all a very happy and holy 
Christmas! 

If you would like to invest in your parish, 
please consider making an online 

donation.  
Visit www.mqofblacktown.org.au and 

click on  
“Donate Now” to make a secure payment 

to the parish via BPoint. 
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In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Join a team of volunteers to prepare and serve food to people doing it 
tough (once every 10-12 weeks) on a Saturday afternoon. There are 

opportunities for those who would prefer to prepare food and not attend 
the services (and vice versa). Please contact Terri Sebastian via the 

parish office (9622 1125) or 0466 418 809  to volunteer your services. 

HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE 
22nd, 23rd, 24th JANUARY 2019 9am - 3pm  

For children aged 5-12 years old  
Email sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au for 

a permission form.   

Welcome 
This week we welcome Fr John Paul Escarlan 
and Fr Jack Green as they move into our parish 
community.  
Fr Regie will be away for the month of January 
as he has a chapter meeting for his congregation.  
We pray for all our new priests and hope that 
they settle well and feel welcomed in the MQOF 
Community. 

Become a Catechist,  
a Special Religious Education teacher! 

 
What is an SRE or Catechist?  
Special Religious Educators (SRE’s) also known as Catechists are parish volunteers who: 

 Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of their parish who attend government schools. 

 Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with young people. 

 Have an hour per week to prepare and share their time and talents with young people. 

 Are people who respond to the central mission of the Church to make Jesus known and loved.  
 
In this parish Special Religious Educators, SRE’s, (previously known as Catechists) go into 5 state primary 

schools and 2 High Schools in school hours. New volunteer SRE’s will be given support, training, authorised teaching 
materials and will start as a classroom helper.  
 
To register your interest or make further enquiries visit or contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au to be put in contact with Sandra Baker who is the SRE Coordinator for Mary, Queen of the 
Family Parish. 



Call Jenny at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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MALTA TRAVEL: Tours for 2019 
 

1. 16 Days Highlights of New Zealand: 6 - 21 March. 
All inclusive tour of both North and South Islands. 

This is the 18th time we are running this magnificent 
tour! Guaranteed the best price on the market. Book 
your spot early. Call Charlie Felice on 9631 2689 or 

0412 523 893.  
 

2. 15 Days Splendours of Europe River Cruise: 5 - 
20 May. A fabulous River Cruise from Budapest to 

Amsterdam. It is a very relaxing experience for all to 
enjoy! After the cruise you can either fly to Malta or 
Rome and back to Sydney. Call Monica Ledger on 

9896 0712 or 0414 859 386. 


