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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Sunday, 27 Jan 2019: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time - Year C  

Our  Parish Mission Statement 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  

witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

Very often the historical reality of Jesus Christ, his words and deeds in the Gospels come under question.  People like the 
New Atheists (Richard Dawkins etc.) try to show that something the Gospels say about Jesus either didn’t happen at all or 
was unlikely to have happened how the Gospel writers say it did – and all this is very often done to undermine belief in Jesus 
Christ. 
 

Of course, there have been many who have done great work to defend the truth of the Gospels and to unpick the arguments 
people like the New Atheists make. C. S. Lewis’ essay ‘Fern Seeds and Elephants’ is a well-written introductory example of 
such work.  But one common way people try to defend the Gospels is to say that they are metaphor, symbolism, poetry.  
And while there are all such things in the Gospels, the passage from Luke for this Sunday shows us that that is not all there 
is. 
 

Luke introduces his Gospel by explaining to Theophilus that he has carefully researched his topic and intends to write an 
ordered account so that Theophilus, ‘may learn how well founded the teaching is that you have received.’  Here we can see 
that Luke is writing with the explicit intention of recording what really happened so that based on the truth of what he 
writes, Theophilus may come to believe. 
 

What we can learn from this is that while there are metaphoric, symbolic, and poetical passages in the Gospels, the authors 
nevertheless intend to write the truth so that others may believe.  This should give us confidence that while some passages 
are hard to understand, the Gospels record the saving words and deeds of Jesus Christ – words and deeds that are real, that 
really save us, as the Second Vatican Council explained, 
“Holy Mother Church has firmly and with absolute constancy held, and continues to hold, that the four Gospels just named, 
whose historical character the Church unhesitatingly asserts, faithfully hand on what Jesus Christ, while living among men, 
really did and taught for their eternal salvation until the day He was taken up into heaven.”  Dei Verbum, 19. 
 

Let us not allow the arguments of some to shake our faith in Jesus Christ, well-founded as it is on the words and deeds 
recorded in the Gospels.  Instead, let us find in the Gospels the awesome reality that God became man and lived among us! 
                Fr Jack Green 

FIRM IN OUR FAITH 

 
St Michael’s Church 
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Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 
St Patrick’s Church 

51-59 Allawah St, 
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PARISH SCHOOLS 
St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  

St Patrick’s Primary                  8869 6000  
 Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College         88110300  
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 

(St Michael’s)                                
 

Institute for Mission                    9296 6369  
Fr Paul Roberts (Director)  
paul.roberts@ifm.org.au 

 
Diocesan Ministry Centre           8838 3460     

 
Catholic Care                            8822 2222     

Blacktown@ccss.org.au 
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WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: Mass 8:00am Mon, & Fri &  7.30pm Wed 

Communion Service 8.00am Tues & Thurs 
St Patrick’s: Mass 9.00am Tues & Thurs & Sat 

Communion Service  9.00am Mon, Wed, Fri 
First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 
7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 

6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 

Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  

or by appointment contact Parish Office 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

P AR I SH  TE AM  
Moderator:     Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:    Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:    Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:      George Bryan 
Finance Officer:               Jennifer Gillman 
Pastoral Associate:  Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistant:  Cate Gabriel 
Parish Assistant:  Kaitlyn Vergano 
Parish Assistant:  Todd Pieters  

Parish Team Meetings each Monday  
from 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Ps 95:1,6 

O sing a new song to the Lord; sing to the Lord, all the earth. 

In his presence are majesty and splendour, 

strength and honour in his holy place.               

                                   v 

FIRST READING: Neh 8:2-6. 8-10   

v 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Ps 18:8-10. 15. R. See Jn 6:63  

Your words, Lord, are spirit and life. 

SECOND READING: 1 Cor 12:12-30                            

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Lk 4:18  

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Lord sent me to bring Good News to the poor 

and freedom to prisoners. Alleluia! 

 

GOSPEL: Lk 1:1-4. 4:14-21                                                                       

Seeing that many others have undertaken to draw up accounts of the 

events that have taken place among us, exactly as these were handed 

down to us by those who from the outset were eyewitnesses and 

ministers of the word, I in my turn, after carefully going over the 

whole story from the beginning, have decided to write an ordered 

account for you, Theophilus, so that your Excellency may learn how 

well founded the teaching is that you have received. Jesus, with the 

power of the Spirit in him, returned to Galilee; and his reputation 

spread throughout the countryside. He taught in their synagogues 

and everyone praised him. He came to Nazara, where he had been 

brought up, and went into the synagogue on the sabbath day as he 

usually did. He stood up to read, and they handed him the scroll of 

the prophet Isaiah. Unrolling the scroll he found the place where it is 

written: The spirit of the Lord has been given to me, for he has 

anointed me. He has sent me to bring the good news to the poor, to 

proclaim liberty to captives and to the blind new sight, to set the 

downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour. He then 

rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the assistant and sat down. And 

all eyes in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to speak 

to them, ‘This text is being fulfilled today even as you listen.’ 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Jn 8:12 

I am the light of the world, says the Lord; 

whoever follows me will not walk in darkness,  

but will have the light of life. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 

by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The 

English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel 

Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for Mass © 

1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or 

in hospital at this time, may they know the healing 

presence of Christ. 

Intentions will appear in the bulletin from February. 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a loved one 
who is ill or you are going into hospital and would like to be anointed, 
please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also write your mass 
intention on the envelopes provided, indicating the time and date that 
you would like your intention to be offered.  

“Jesus is our hope. Nothing - not even evil or death 

- is able to separate us from the saving power of his 

love.”- Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

At  Ma ry ,  Queen  o f  t he  F a mi l y  Pa r i s h  we  W ELC OM E ,  G RO W  a nd  AC T  

YEAR OF LUKE - YEAR C 

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  

M   28 Jan: Heb 10:32-39; Mk 3:22-30 
T    29 Jan: Heb 10:1-10; Mk 3:31-35  
W   30 Jan: Heb 10:11-18; Mk 4:1-20 
Th  31 Jan: Heb 10:19-25; Mk 4:21-25 
F     1 Feb: Heb 10:32-39; Mk 4:26-34 

S     2 Feb: Heb 2:14-18; Lk 2:22-40 

S     3 Feb: Jer 1:3-5, 17-19; 1 Cor 12:31—14; Lk 4:21-30 

Daily  
Readings 

The Bible study group and will restart on Thursday 

31st Jan 2019. Join them in the Sid Mosley Centre 

at 7.30 pm finishing at 9pm every Thursday.   

Parish Office Closed 

The Parish Office will be closed on Monday 28th 

January for the Public Holiday and Monday 4th 

February as the team spend the day planning for 

2019. Pray for a fruitful day as we not only plan, 

but get to know each other as a new parish team. 

Community of Schools Mass 
Tuesday 29th January at 2pm at  

St Patrick’s Church.  

We pray for the new school year. 

 

Loving God, Our creator, our saviour, our 

companion, bless this journey of a new school year 

that we undertake.  

Refresh our souls and renew our spirits as we 

embrace the beautiful ministry you have called us 

to.  

We welcome those who are new to this community 

and ask that you strengthen them to share the 

wonderful gifts you have given them. Lord, make 

our hearts pure as we prepare for the return of 

students to this school, and may you guide them to 

return with open hearts and 

minds eager to learn.  

We ask this in Your name,  

Amen  

We offer our deepest sympathy 

to the family of Rona O’Neill, 

who has been part of the parish 

community since 1959.  

Her funeral Mass will be on 

Tuesday 29th January, 10am at 

St Patrick’s Church.  

May she rest in peace. 
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In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO  

WELCOME, GROW AND ACT?  
Registrations for Liturgical Ministry Formation 
Courses for beginning February 2019 are open 

now! 
Workshops available for Ministers of 
the Word, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, Acolytes & Adult 
Servers and Communion to the Sick 
and Dying. Contact the parish office 
for a registration form. 

Hospitality Team 
You are invited to extend the spirit of welcome 

and hospitality to fellow parishioners after Mass. 

We are looking for people to  join the St 

Michael’s hospitality roster after the 9.30am Mass 

on Sundays. If you, a group of friends or your 

family would like to host morning tea every 4-6 

weeks, call the Parish Office on 9622 1125 with 

Jean & Betty’s Tours  
12th February 2019 

Bass & Flinders Luncheon Cruise 
Depart Blacktown and visit the E.G. Waterhouse Camellia 

Gardens overlooking the beautiful Yowie Bay. Continue onto 

Sans Souci and board the Bass & Flinders as we cruise the 

scenic waters of the Georges River. 

8.00am Depart Greystanes 

8.30am Depart Blacktown 

Cost: $70 per person and includes coach travel, morning tea, 

lunch and 3 hour cruise. 

For bookings and further details call  

Jean McLean on 9920 3401. 

Become a Catechist,  
a Special Religious Education teacher! 

 
What is an SRE or Catechist?  
Special Religious Educators (SRE’s) also known as Catechists are parish volunteers who: 

 Teach and share the Catholic faith with children of their parish who attend government schools. 

 Have a passion for sharing the gift of faith with young people. 

 Have an hour per week to prepare and share their time and talents with young people. 

 Are people who respond to the central mission of the Church to make Jesus known and loved.  
 
In this parish Special Religious Educators, SRE’s, (previously known as Catechists) go into 5 state primary 

schools and 2 High Schools in school hours. New volunteer SRE’s will be given support, training, authorised teaching materials 
and will start as a classroom helper.  
 
To register your interest or make further enquiries visit or contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
to be put in contact with Sandra Baker who is the SRE Coordinator for Mary, Queen of the Family Parish.  

2019 resolution ... To Grow in Faith 
through the Reflective Ministry Program at the Institute for 
Mission. A program for those involved in serving through 

ministry in our Catholic communities.  
Call Sr Grace on 9296 6369 to register. 

Visit www.ifm.org.au for dates.  

Liturgy Team Meeting  
Saturday 2nd February  

9.30am in the Parish Meeting Room 

Communion to the Sick at Blacktown Hospital 

We urgently require people to take Holy Communion to 

patients in Blacktown Hospital on Sundays. Volunteers 

are currently rostered on every second month i.e. six 

times per year.  Distribution of Communion takes about 2 

to 3 hours.  Before you can start you need to complete a 

hospital security check and be issued with a hospital ID, 

which allows you to access the carpark on your roster 

weekends. The hospital also requires you to be vaccinated 

against certain communicable diseases, which they will 

vaccinate you for free of charge.  If you are an 

Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist who can help with 

this important ministry please contact Deacon George 

either via the parish office or via email at 

George.Bryan@parracatholic.org 

H ave you ever thought 

about how all the altar 

clothes are cleaned each week?  

Wonderful parishioners take the 

altar linen home and generously 

give of their time to wash and 

iron them and bring them back to Masses for 

the weekend. If this is something you are able 

to help with, please call the Parish Office on 

9622 1125 and leave your contact details.  

“Many hands make light work!” 



Call Jenny at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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MALTA TRAVEL: Tours for 2019 
1. 16 Days Highlights of New Zealand: 6 - 21 

March. All inclusive tour of both North and South 

Islands. This is the 18th time we are running this 

magnificent tour! Guaranteed the best price on 

the market. Its filling up quick! Call Monica 

Ledger on 98960712 or 0414859386.  

2. 12 Days- Gold Coast to Cairns: 3 - 14 August. 

Gold Coast - Brisbane - Sunshine Coast - Noosa - 

Bundaberg - Rockhampton - Mackay -Proserpine 

- Townsville - Karunda - Fitzroy Island and 

Cairns! We join the Australian Outback 

        As we begin to minister in this new year, you are invited for a time of reflection as we spend 

time Growing in Ministry. 

Tuesday 19th February, 7.30pm 

or  

Wednesday 20th February, 9.45am  

in the Cardinal Clancy Room at St Patrick’s Church.  

To RSVP, please leave your name at the Parish Office by calling 9622 1125  

or email admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Join a team of volunteers to prepare and 
serve food to people doing it tough (once 

every 10-12 weeks) on a Saturday 
afternoon. There are opportunities for those 
who would prefer to prepare food and not 

attend the services (and vice versa). Please 
contact Terri Sebastian via the parish office 
(9622 1125) or 0466 418 809  to volunteer 

your services. 
 

We are in need of a freezer. If you can 
help out please call Terri on the number 

above. 


