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We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Sunday, 13 Jan 2019: The Baptism of the Lord  - Year C 

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

The Baptism of the Lord 
 

I hope and pray that you and your family had a Blessed Christmas and a Joyous New Year! 
 

Mark Twain, an American writer, famously said, “The two most important days in your life are the day you are born and 
the day you find out why.” A few days ago, we celebrated the most important day in our Christian life: the Birth of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. This Sunday we are celebrating the day we found the reason why Jesus was born into this 
world. After Jesus was baptized by John, a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on 
you.’ It was revealed to us that He is the Son of God. He became one of us to show us the Love of God and to give us hope 
of eternal life.  
 

As we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord, we must remember also our own baptism. Do you remember the date of your 
baptism? I am hoping so because that was the day we became members of the Body of Christ and also from that very day 
we share the very Mission of Jesus Christ - to bring the Good News to all the nations. Jesus commanded his disciples:  
"Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you" (Mt 28:19-20). Baptism is necessary for our salvation. It is 
also the beginning of our Christian journey as we nurture our relationship with God and also our relationship with our 
brothers and sisters.  
 

We are called to faithfully teach and uphold all the teachings of Jesus by being witnesses to Christ’s Word. Bishop Robert 
Baron beautifully said, ‘In our Church today, we need more witnesses than teachers of the faith’. In other words, we are 
called to put into practice in our daily life our Christian faith as we evangelize other people. The Catechism of the Catholic 
Church sums up the effect of our Baptism into our lives: “Incorporated into Christ by Baptism, the person baptized is 
configured to Christ” (CCC 1272). As we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, may we receive all the graces we 
need to faithfully and courageously live out our Christian faith in this world as we continually emulate the life of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  

Fr John Paul Escarlan 

 
St Michael’s Church 

58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125            A/H :   9621  3146   
Fax:  9671 6425  
Emai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l ac k t o w n .o r g .au  
 
bPoint  pa yment  s ystem  
Fol low the l inks  
on our  websi te .  
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 
St Michael’s Primary                    8869 6200  
St Patrick’s Primary                  8869 6000  
 Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College         9671 3000 
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 

(St Michael’s)                                
 

Institute for Mission                    9296 6369  
Fr Paul Roberts (Director)  
paul.roberts@ifm.org.au 

 
Diocesan Ministry Centre           8838 3460     

 
Catholic Care                            8822 2222     

Blacktown@ccss.org.au 
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WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s: Mass 8:00am Mon, & Fri &  7.30pm 

Wed 
Communion Service 8.00am Tues & Thurs 

St Patrick’s: Mass 9.00am Tues & Thurs & Sat 
Communion Service  9.00am Mon, Wed, Fri 

First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 
 

SUNDAY MASSES 
5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 

7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

PARISH TE AM  
Moderator:     Fr Regie Lavilla 
Priest:    Fr John Paul Escarlan 
Priest:    Fr Jack Green 
Deacon:      George Bryan 
Finance Officer:               Jennifer Gillman 
Pastoral Associate:  Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Christina Rodricks 
Parish Assistant:  Cate Gabriel 
Parish Assistant:  Kaitlyn Vergano 
Parish Assistant:  Todd Pieters  
Parish Team Meetings each Monday  
from 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON: Cf. Mt 3:16-17  

After the Lord was baptized, the heavens were opened, 
and the Spirit descended upon him like a dove, 
and the voice of the Father thundered: 
This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased. 
 
FIRST READING: IS 42:1-4. 6-7  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 28:1-4. 9-10. R. V.11  
The Lord will bless his people with peace.  

SECOND READING: ACTS 10:34-38  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Mk 9:8  
Alleluia, alleluia! 
The heavens were opened  
and the Father’s voice was heard: 
this is my beloved Son, hear him. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Lk 3:15-16. 21-22  
A feeling of expectancy had grown among the people, 
who were beginning to think that John might be the 
Christ, so John declared before them all, ‘I baptise you 
with water, but someone is coming, someone who is 
more powerful than I am, and I am not fit to undo the 
strap of his sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit and fire.’ 
 

Now when all the people had been baptised and while 
Jesus after his own baptism was at prayer, heaven 
opened and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily 
shape, like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, 
‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’ 

 

COMMUNION ANTIPHON: Jn 1:32,34  

Behold the One of whom John said: 
I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God. 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 
1968 by Darton Longman and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the 
publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten 
Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from the Lectionary for 
Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or 
in hospital at this time, may they know the healing 

presence of Christ. 

Intentions will appear in the bulletin from February. 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a loved one 
who is ill or you are going into hospital and would like to be anointed, 
please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. You may also write your mass 
intention on the envelopes provided, indicating the time and date that 
you would like your intention to be offered.  

“Baptism permits Christ to live in us, and to live united with 
him, in order to collaborate in the Church, each according to 
his or her own condition, to the transformation of the world.” 

- Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

A t  Ma r y ,  Qu e en  o f  t h e  Fa mi l y  P a r i s h  w e  W ELC OME ,  G ROW  an d  A C T  

YEAR OF LUKE - YEAR C 
The Baptism of the Lord 

M   14 Jan: Heb 1:1-6; Mk 1:14-20 
T    15 Jan: Heb 2:5-12; Mk 1:21-28  
W   16 Jan: Heb 2:14-18; Mk 1:29-39 

Th  17 Jan: Heb 3:7-14; Mk 1:40-45 
F     18 Jan: Heb 4:1-5,11; Mk 2:1-12 

S     19 Jan: Heb 4:12-16; Mk 2:13-17 
S     20 Jan: Is 62:1-5; 1 Cor 12:4-11; Jn 2:1-11 

Daily  
Readings 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED TO  

WELCOME, GROW AND ACT?  
Registrations for Liturgical Ministry Formation 
Courses for beginning February 2019 are open 

now! 
Workshops available for Ministers of 
the Word, Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, Acolytes & Adult 
Servers and Communion to the Sick 
and Dying. Contact the parish office for 
a registration form. 

The Bible study group and will restart on 
Thursday 31st Jan 2019. Join them in the Sid 

Mosley Centre at 7.30 pm finishing at 9pm every 
Thursday.   

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS  
JANUARY 

For the month of January the parish office opening 
hours will be from 9am - 12pm.  

From Monday 28th January,  
opening hours will be from 9am - 4pm. 

 
The office at St Michael’s Church will re-open on 

Sundays 8.30am - 11.30am on Sunday 3rd February 
2019.   

Hospitality Team 
You are invited to extend the spirit of welcome and 
hospitality to fellow parishioners after Mass. We 
are looking for people to  join the St Michael’s 
hospitality roster after the 9.30am Mass on 
Sundays. If you, a group of friends or your family 
would like to host morning tea every 4-6 weeks, 
call the Parish Office on 9622 1125 with your 
details.  

A note from the Counters 
Thank you so much for your donations to the 

envelope collection. When securing your envelope 
please be mindful not to use adhesive tape in securing 
your envelopes. In particular please do not cover the 
envelope number with tape or other sticky items. If 

the number is unable to be read then we are unable to 
record it in the system and provide accurate receipts 

at the end of the financial year. Thank you!  



In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

 

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Join a team of volunteers to prepare and serve food to 
people doing it tough (once every 10-12 weeks) on a 

Saturday afternoon. There are opportunities for those who 
would prefer to prepare food and not attend the services 
(and vice versa). Please contact Terri Sebastian via the 
parish office (9622 1125) or 0466 418 809  to volunteer 

your services. 
 

We are in need of a freezer. If you have one that you are 
able to donate, please call Terri on 0466 418 809.  

HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE 
22nd, 23rd, 24th JANUARY 2019 9am - 3pm  

For children aged 5-12 years old  
Email sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au for 

a permission form.   

Jean & Betty’s Tours  
12th February 2019 

Bass & Flinders Luncheon Cruise 
Depart Blacktown and visit the E.G. Waterhouse 

Camellia Gardens overlooking the beautiful Yowie Bay. 
Continue onto Sans Souci and board the Bass & 

Flinders as we cruise the scenic waters of the Georges 
River. 

8.00am Depart Greystanes 
8.30am Depart Blacktown 

 
Cost: $70 per person and includes coach travel, morning 

tea, lunch and 3 hour cruise. 
For bookings and further details call  

Jean McLean on 9920 3401. 

Deepest Sympathy  
Our deepest sympathy is extended to the family 

of Claude Ryan who passed away earlier this 
week. Claude has been a part of the Blacktown 
Community for many years. Claude’s funeral 

will take place at St Patrick’s Church on 
Monday, 21st January at 10.30am.  

May Claude rest in peace. 

We pray for all pilgrims 
who leave this week for 
Panama to experience 
World Youth Day.  
Fr John Paul will be one 
of the chaplains on this 

pilgrimage and we pray for him and for all the 
young people attending to be filled with God’s 
blessings at this inspirational time.  

And for those unable to make it to World Youth 
Day, join in the Diocesan Celebrations.  

Sunday, January 27, 2019 at 6 PM – 9 PM  
St Patrick’s Cathedral, Parramatta 



Call Jenny at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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MALTA TRAVEL: Tours for 2019 
1. 16 Days Highlights of New Zealand: 6 - 21 

March. All inclusive tour of both North and South 
Islands. This is the 18th time we are running this 
magnificent tour! Guaranteed the best price on 

the market. Its filling up quick! Call Monica 
Ledger on 98960712 or 0414859386.  

2. 12 Days- Gold Coast to Cairns: 3 - 14 August. 
Gold Coast - Brisbane - Sunshine Coast - Noosa - 
Bundaberg - Rockhampton - Mackay -Proserpine 

- Townsville - Karunda - Fitzroy Island and 
Cairns! We join the Australian Outback 

Spectacular! Enjoy the Great Barrier Reef Cruise! 
Call Charlie Felice on 9631 2689 or 0412 523 893. 

As we begin to minister in this new 
year, you are invited for a time of 

reflection as we spend time  
Growing in Ministry. 

Tuesday 19th February, 7.30pm 
or  

Wednesday 20th February, 9.45am  
in the Cardinal Clancy Room at  

St Patrick’s Church.  
To RSVP, please leave your name at 

the Parish Office by calling 9622 1125 
or email 

admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 


