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Homily 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time – Year B 

12th August 2018 

I seem to live in a society intoxicated by success, 

reward and instant gratification.  I live in a world where 

ones worth can be measured in the number of 

followers you have on social media.  What’s in it for 

me?  Is the silent question on everybody’s lips.  Where 

every innovation and acceptance is conditional on the 

question: How will this benefit me?  If my kids start 

sport there is an unwritten expectation that they will 

become an Olympic champion.  When I was at school I 

felt some pressure, self-imposed or otherwise to excel, 

however my Maths teacher Br Lionel gave me some 

great advice:  George enjoy what you are doing then 

everything will fall into place, enjoy the moment.  I 

must say even though I was good at Maths I found this 

advice difficult if not impossible to follow and in 

subjects like English which I was not good at enjoyment 

was beyond my comprehension.  But over the years I 

have had this message reinforced.  A monk once told 

me every moment is a gift, an open invitation from 

God to luxuriate in His grace.  Unpack each moment 

and treasure it for what it is, an unrequited gift from 

God.  I live in a society that has lost that appreciation 
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for the moment: My society is obsessed with dissecting 

the past and attributing blame for failures and 

mistakes; my society lives in tomorrow-land a land 

where all the wrongs of the past will be made right and 

where all plans will reach their glorious fruition.  My 

society has forgotten about the invitation from God to 

live in the moment, to live in the here and now 

because it’s all we have.  It is said that yesterday is 

history we can’t change it, tomorrow is a gift we may 

or may not receive all we have is the here and now.  

The here and now is often not an easy place to be, it’s 

okay when things are going good but what about when 

things are going bad.  As I ponder this question I’m 

reminded of two things; a line from a 1970’s Australian 

Vietnam war movie The Odd Angry Shot, “everybody 

has got to be somewhere you’re here get used to it” 

and a conversation I had with a patient at Blacktown 

Hospital.  The line “everybody has got to be 

somewhere you’re here get used to it” is a stark 

reminder to me that I have no choice but to live in the 

moment because it’s all I’ve been given.  The most 

difficult thing for me is to realise is that my first calling 

from God, my first vocation if you like, is to live 

Christlike in the very moment.  God has invited me into 
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the moment how I respond is up to me that is where I 

exercise my free will.  As I said earlier it’s easy to live in 

the moment when things are good; but bad things 

happen.  Which brings me to a conversation I had with 

a patient at Blacktown Hospital, the patient had just 

been told they would in all likelihood not walk again.  

She said to me; God allowed this to happen to me; God 

could have stopped it if He wanted to; God has invited 

me into this space, this is stage of my journey;  My job 

now is to work out what He wants me to do.  I have 

work in hospital ministry for about three years, at 

times it’s been difficult, and at times I’ve had doubts 

about whether it’s the right thing for me to do. Just 

recently a good friend said to me; you deal with too 

much grief and it’s not good for you.  Maybe he is right 

but all I can say is I would be a poorer human being 

without my hospital.  Sometimes I don’t follow Paul’s 

teaching in the second reading.  I grieve the Holy Spirit 

I am angry with the ways things turn out and I am 

appalled by my own frailty. But all I can say is I am 

totally convinced that’s where I’m called to be at this 

time on my journey.  I must confess there are times 

when like Elijah, in today’s reading, when confronted, 

with my own inadequacies, with my own sinfulness, I 
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feel like sitting under a tree and giving up.  I say to 

Kaye my wife I feel like everybody wants a piece of me, 

I feel like moving away from all this grief.  But, like 

Elijah, God gives me food for the journey, in the form 

of Kaye who encourages me to seek out support of a 

skilled pastoral councillor, in the form of a good friend 

who runs model trains with me and listens to my 

stories.  Then like Elijah I journey on reflecting on the 

privileged moments I’ve share with some amazing 

people.  I am compelled to taste the goodness of the 

Lord. 

In the Gospel Jesus invites the Jews into a deeper 

relationship with God.  But just like today’s society the 

Jews of Jesus time are obsessed with status.  How can 

this Jesus be who he says he is the son of the carpenter 

Joseph, we know his mother Mary?  What utter 

rubbish. Claiming to be the bread sent down from 

Heaven.  I ask myself; how would today’s society react?  

The media would look into Jesus’ background and 

discover the fact that Jesus was conceived before Mary 

and Joseph were married.  The head line would “Jesus, 

Illegitimate Child Illegitimate Prophet”.  Social media 

would go into meltdown exposing Jesus as a fraud.  We 

are no different from the Jews of Jesus’ time.  We don’t 
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live in a post-Christian society we live in a post-post-

Christian society that is we live in a society where the 

vast majority of people have forgotten what they don’t 

believe in.  The idea of God and or Christianity has 

been consigned to the dust bin of irrelevance.  It’s not 

that the atheists have won the debate the debate has 

become irrelevant.  We have to recognise that to most 

people who are in good health and financially secure 

God does not matter. 

Yet despite our ignorance God floods His creation with 

Grace.  Grace which the Catechism defines as God’s 

favour, the free and undeserved help that God gives us 

to respond to his call to become children of God, 

adoptive sons, partakers of the divine nature and of 

eternal life.  God’s Grace is an open innovation to 

relationship with Him.  Jesus goes to great length to 

explain to the Jews anybody who seeks relationship 

with God does so because of God’s Grace.  I can do 

nothing to merit relationship with God all I can do is 

respond to God’s invitation through Christ.  Today’s 

Gospel message is very clear.  My only response to the 

Father who seeks me can be to seek the Father.  I am 

called to know the Father.  But the only way to know 

the Father is by knowing and seeking the Son, Christ.  I 
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am called to be Christlike.  I’m not called to give up my 

good health or financial security, but I am called to 

acknowledge I owe my very being to God.  I am a 

thought in the mind of God.  Without me God is 

incomplete without God I am nothing.  Invitation and 

response: Do I want to live in eternity in union with a 

loving God? Or do I want to live in tomorrow-land in 

union with my selfish self? The choice is mine but I 

must choose carefully. 


