
THEME: CELEBRATING THE GIFT OF JESUS’ 

SPIRIT AND THE GIFT OF OUR MOTHERS.   

 
 
 

New Homily 

 

 
We have a lot to celebrate today. Jesus said the meaning 
of his Ascension was that he was going back to the 
Father to prepare a place for us in his kingdom. I think 
that’s worth celebrating: there is a place waiting for us 
in the Kingdom of Heaven. In leaving us, he promised to 
send us the gift of his Holy Spirit, to dwell within us, 
bringing us love, healing, forgiveness, faith, courage, 
hope and peace. I think that’s worth celebrating. 
 
The Ascension is a strange Feast. Jesus left us while 
remaining with us. He is present with us as our Risen 
Lord, within each one of us and within our assembly 
whenever we gather to celebrate the Eucharist. He is 
gone in his visible body but present within every one of 
us. “It is the celebration of his absence in the midst of 
two great presences; which are Easter and Pentecost”. 
 
Jesus’ departure and ascension into heaven was both an 
end and a beginning. So Jesus’ ascension was more than 
a farewell, it was the handover function of His mission. 



What was Jesus’ mission? His mission was none other 
than sharing the love of Jesus, to change the hearts of 
people, to witness to Christ in the world, preach the 
Good News that God has saved us and to lead them to 
repentance. But the question is: ‘where and to whom do 
we evangelize?’ 
 
To complete our mission, we need not to go too far. Our 
family and our parish itself is our mission area. If we 
look into our parish community, we can see such a 
beautiful picture of how we are becoming instruments 
for Jesus to work. GO OUT AND PROCLAIM THE GOOD 
NEWS 
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Our volunteers for school RE, members of Care and 
Concern, Hospitality, readers, special minsters, 
sacristans, altar servers, parish pastoral and finance 
council members, offertory collectors, choir members, 
children’s liturgy group, those who stand at the door 
and welcome people of the church etc. all are people 
who are becoming Jesus’ presence in our community. 
Moreover, by our very presence in our Eucharistic 
celebrations, knowingly or unknowingly we are 



participating in the mission of Jesus. And we give 
meaning to the church’s teaching that every parish 
community is the mystical body of Jesus. 
 
 
Let us have more awareness and respect for Mother 
Nature. Let us also pray for our Mother Church, Mother 
Mary As Jesus was saying these things, a woman in the 
crowd called out, “Blessed is the mother who gave you 
birth and nursed you.” He replied, “Blessed rather are 
those who hear the word of God and obey it.” 
 
 
 
 
 
And, of course, today is Mother’s Day, the day we 
honour the one who has given us life and unconditional 
love and incredible care. For many of us, our mothers 
have already ascended into Heaven with Jesus, enjoying 
that special place that he had prepared for them. It’s a 
day to offer our gratitude to them and to God for giving 
them to us. If we are blessed to have our mothers still 
living, we have many opportunities to tell them over and 
over again of our great gratitude.  
We’re hoping more of you will decide this year to offer 
the gifts given to you by the Holy Spirit in service to your 
fellow parishioners and to help MQOF to do its mission 



in building the Kingdom of God in our community, city 
and even the world.  
I believe the generosity, dedication and selfless service 
of our mothers are an excellent example of what Jesus 
is calling us to as ministers in his Church. Did your 
mother ever count the cost in caring and sacrificing for 
you? Did she ever say, “No, I did enough last week; I’m 
on holiday this week?” No one knows what 24-7 is like a 
mother. “To our mothers, living or deceased, we want 
to say: ‘your love for your children constantly amazes 
us. Your willingness to sacrifice astounds us. Your 
burning desire to give your children the best experience 
of family life, the best education, the best example of 
faith and trust in God is a powerful witness to all of us. 
For all that you are and have been to us your children 
we say thank you from the bottom of our hearts.”  
Mothers and all of us always have our concerns and 
even fears about what the future holds. The Lord Jesus, 
through his life-giving Spirit, has promised to be with us. 
He promised that the Holy Spirit would reveal to us 
whatever we need to know in the future and give us 
whatever graces we need to face the future. We don’t 
have to build barns to secure our future. His loving 
providence will take care of us. We don’t know what the 
future holds, but we know who holds the future.  
 
 
 



 
Today we celebrate Mother’s Day as well! All good 
mothers are really taking the call to become the 
mystical body of Jesus to her children and the family. It 
is said that the heart that is closest to God’s heart is that 
of a mother. Only God knows the untold sacrifices, pain, 
labor, and love of mothers! Thank you, dear mothers! 
 


