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Homily 3rd Sunday of Easter – Year B 

15th April 2018 

The resurrected Jesus’ greets the disciples with “Peace 

be with you”.  If you visit a Benedictian Abbey or 

Monastery anywhere in the world you will certainly see 

the Latin word “Pax” which literally means peace.  The 

Jews of Jesus’ time would have been familiar with the 

concept of Pax Romana which is Latin for "Roman 

Peace".  The Pax Romana was a period when the 

Roman Empire which encompassed some 70 million 

people had achieved total domination of the known 

world.  The Romans regarded peace not as an absence 

of war, but the rare situation which existed when all 

opponents had been beaten down and lost the ability 

to resist.  It is said that during this period a Roman 

Citizen could go anywhere in the Empire without fear 

because nobody would dare harm a Roman citizen as 

Roman’s retribution would be so terrible that idea was 

simply unthinkable.  Since 1945 the world has enjoyed, 

if enjoyed is the right word, a period of nuclear peace 

brought about by the concept of Mutually Assured 

Destruction (MAD). MAD is a deterrent based on the 

absurd idea that the full-scale use of nuclear arms by 

two or more opposing sides would result in their 
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mutual destruction.  Like the Romans our peace is 

based on fear.  Fear of our own total destruction.   The 

American military even had a missile name The 

Peacemaker, it was capable of carrying 10, 300 kiloton 

warheads.  Each one of these warheads is 

approximately twenty times the power of the bomb 

that devastated Hiroshima.  We humans are truly 

stupid, death terrifies us, yet our very concept of world 

peace is based on the potential death of countless 

millions.  We live in a world that titters on the precipice 

of total destruction, where each of the ‘political 

players’ play a game of dare.  Nations rightly feel that 

they must arm themselves or risk subjection by a 

foreign power.  We pay a high price for our peace, a 

peace based on fear. 

The question I ask myself is how do we live with such 

fear?  How does our world function knowing we are 

the press of a button way from total annihilation?  Well 

it may interesting you to know that I’m in the habit of 

Googling words I use in my homilies, it’s a habit I 

picked up lecturing where you can guarantee students 

will check up on your use of words.  When I Googled 

‘PAX’, to my surprise I discovered it’s the name of a 

device that allows you to vaporise leafy products, you 
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can smoke dope without smoking.  How do we cope? 

By distracting ourselves from reality with a myriad of 

distractions be it consumerism, alcohol or other drugs 

both legal and illegal.  Each and every one of us, you 

and I will all have our ‘fixes’ they are just different.  As I 

write this the words of the First Reading echo in my 

head, “you killed the prince of life”.  We, humanity, 

killed the Christ, the Messiah, and the Prince of Peace 

and embraced the prince of death, a product of our 

collective ego after all we always know what’s best for 

us. 

But in spite of our stupidity the resurrected Jesus offers 

us, humanity; peace.  When Jesus appears among the 

disciples, the disciples were rightly scared the Romans 

could have killed then all without as much as a second 

thought.  As if to compound their fear Jesus appears in 

their mist.  The disciples were terrified, a ghost was 

their first thought, but Jesus was no ghost, you could 

touch him and he ate food with them.  Jesus was 

definitely not a ghost.  Clearly Jesus has not been 

raised from the dead like Lazarus, who returned as a 

normal human being. No Jesus’ sudden appearance in 

the room pointed to a new reality, the reality of the 

Kingdom of God.  Jesus explains this new reality to his 
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disciples as ‘the fulfilment of the scriptures’.  The 

implication of this is quite profound not only does this 

new reality of the Kingdom of God await us after our 

death, but the Kingdom of God is being enacted now in 

St Michael’s Church, in Blacktown.  The Kingdom of 

God is now.  God’s Kingdom offers us peace a peace 

not maintained by acts of war or vengeance or in 

dreadful and mighty signs but a peace obtained 

through Jesus’ Cross and expressed in a meal, 

friendship and service. 

I ask myself: What is the difference between Jesus’ 

offering of peace or the simple message of Pax at the 

gates of an Abbey and the peace offered by the world?  

The peace offed by Jesus is expressed in a meal, 

friendship and service; it is simply based on genuine 

love, a love that is expressed at Easter as the light of 

Christ entering the world.  The peace offered by the 

world is a delusion it is based on fear and death.  It is 

only attainable when all opponents have been beaten 

down and lost their ability to resist.  The world’s peace 

is based on the hatred and darkness of total 

annihilation. 
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As the world yet again stares into the abyss in the 

Middle East; as I watch innocent children suffering the 

effects of chemical weapons; as I listen to cries for 

vengeance, as countries close their borders to refugees 

who are the human waste of war.  I pray what can I 

do?  Then I remember the Easter Vigil Mass at St 

Patrick’s when the entire church that massive space 

was lit by the light of hundreds of small candles, the 

Light of Christ burning in the hearts of you, my 

community.  I remember how people told me they saw 

the Church in a new light illuminated by hundreds of 

small candles.  I realise that if I want to change things, 

if I want to embrace the resurrected Jesus’ greeting of 

peace, if I want the Kingdom of God.  I need to 

embrace the Easter message of hope and offer Christ 

peace to those around me.  I simply need to love as 

Jesus’ loved unconditionally, I need to say “good 

morning” and really mean it.  I simply need to embrace 

love not fear.  Pax. 


