
Sunday, 18 Mar 2018: Fifth Sunday of Lent - Year B 

www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the  traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
St Michael’s Church 

58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125 
A/H :  9621  3146   
Fax :  96 7 1  64 2 5  
Em ai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l a c k t o w n .o r g .au  
 
bPo in t  pa ym en t  s ys t e m  
Fo l low  the  l inks   
on  our  w ebsi te .  
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 
St Michael’s Primary                   9622 9910 
St Patrick’s Primary                9621 4122 
Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College         9671 3000 
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 

(St Michael’s)                                
 

Institute for Mission                    9831 4911 
Fr Paul Roberts (Director)  
paul.roberts@ifm.org.au 

 
Diocesan Ministry Centre           8838 3460     

 
Catholic Care                             8822 2222     

Blacktown@ccss.org.au 
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PARISH TE AM  
Parish Priest:      Fr Peter Confeggi 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Dénes  Ledeczi    
Assistant Priest:  Fr Luis Herrera 
Deacon:      George Bryan 
Business Manager:  Jacqueline Castillo- Anchique 
Pastoral Associate:  Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Aaron Pinto 
Parish Assistant:  Franchesca Tenedora 
Parish Assistant:  Georgia Scott 
 
Parish Team Meetings each Monday  
from 1.00 - 2.00pm 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s  

Mass 8:00am Mon, & Fri &  7.30pm Wed 
Communion Service 8.00am Tues & Thurs 

St Patrick’s  
Mass 9.00am Tues & Thurs & Sat 

Communion Service  9.00am Mon, Wed, Fri 
First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 
7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

FIVE YEARS ON… 
As Pope Francis marked the five-year anniversary of his election, views of where his papacy stands often tell us more about 
the observer than the pontiff being observed. 
 
If, for example, one is the kind of Catholic convinced that in a confused and troubled world, the most important quality a pope 
can deliver is doctrinal and moral clarity, then Francis may not score terribly well. Yet for a Catholic who believes the Church 
had become overly rigid and ossified prior to Francis’s election, excessively focused on a narrow canon of contentious moral 
issues, then this pope may loom as a titanic success story. 
 
If resolving the Church’s sexual abuse scandals is the only test of effective papal leadership, Francis gets one assessment; if 
the emphasis is on his adherence to the vision of the Second Vatican Council (1962-65), it’s another; and so on, almost 
indefinitely. Amid the rattle and hum of clashing worldviews and agenda, is there anything that can be said about Francis’s 
record after five years that’s truly objective? Perhaps it’s this: Love this maverick Pope or hate him, he’s undeniably relevant. 
Pope Francis is culturally relevant in a surprising diversity of places, where his unconventional style and speech, combined 
with his message of mercy, continue to draw wide attention and commentary. Even when embattled and under fire, Francis 
remains a magnet for the media. Francis is also politically relevant, with governments around the world tracking his priorities 
closely, and politicians of all stripes seeking to exploit his charisma for their causes. 
 
Finally, Francis is ecclesiastically relevant. Every major debate in the Church today, no matter where one stands, comes down 
to what someone makes of the Pope’s leadership. 
 
Those measures don’t automatically tell you whether Francis is taking the Church in the right direction, or if he’s setting the 
right priorities in terms of its engagement with the world. 
 
Yet what these indices of relevance do suggest is that however one adjudicates the rights and wrongs of this papacy, it matters 
- it matters to the world, it matters to the world’s leaders, and it matters to the Church Francis was called to lead five years ago. 
 

- via Cathnews  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Give me justice, O God, 
and plead my cause against a nation that is faithless. 
From the deceitful and cunning rescue me, 
for you, O God, are my strength. 
  
FIRST READING: 2 JER 31:31:34 
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 50:3-4. 12-15. R. V.12 
Create a clean heart in me, O God! 
 
SECOND READING: HEB 5:7-9  
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
If you serve me, follow me, says the Lord; 
and where I am, my servant will also be. 
Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus Christ! 
 
GOSPEL: JN 12:20-33 
Among those who went up to worship at the festival were some 
Greeks. These approached Philip, who came from Bethsaida in 
Galilee, and put this request to him, ‘Sir, we should like to see 
Jesus.’ Philip went to tell Andrew, and Andrew and Philip 
together went to tell Jesus.  
Jesus replied to them: ‘Now the hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified. I tell you most solemnly, unless a wheat 
grain falls on the ground and dies it remains only a single grain; 
but if it dies, it yields a rich harvest. Anyone who loves his life 
loses it; anyone who hates his life in this world will keep it for the 
eternal life. If a man serves me, he must follow me, wherever I 
am, my servant will be there too. If anyone serves me, my Father 
will honour him. Now my soul is troubled. What shall I say: 
Father, save me from this hour? But it was for this very reason 
that I have come to this hour. Father, glorify your name!’ 
A voice came from heaven, ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify 
it again.’ 
People standing by, who heard this, said it was a clap of thunder; 
others said, ‘It was an angel speaking to him.’ Jesus answered, ‘It 
was not for my sake that this voice came, but for yours. ‘Now 
sentence is being passed on this world; now the prince of this 
world is to be overthrown. And when I am lifted up from the 
earth, I shall draw all men to myself.’ By these words he indicated 
the kind of death he would die. 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  
Everyone who lives and believes in me will not die for ever, says 
the Lord. 

YEAR OF MARK - YEAR B 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the 
Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

M  12 Mar: Is 65:17-21; Jn 4:43-54 
T   13 Mar: Ezek 47:1-9, 12; Jn 5:1-3, 5-16 
W  14 Mar: Is 49:8-15; Jn 5:17-30 
Th 15 Mar: Ex 32:7-14; Jn 5:31-47 
F  16 Mar: Wis 2:1, 12-22; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 

S   17 Mar: Jer 1:4-9; Acts 13:46-49; Lk 10:1-12, 17-20 

S   18 Mar: Jer 31:31-34; Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33 

A t  M a r y ,  Q u e e n  o f  t h e  F a m i l y  P a r i s h  w e  W E L C O M E ,  G RO W  a n d  A C T  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Anniversaries: Amelie Her isson, Mar ie Comty, 
Roland Bouquet, Raoul Jumeay, John Kennedy, 
Francoise Parocher, Rene Homan, Joseph Vella 
Special Intentions:  Her isson family, Comty 
family, Bouquet family, Jumeay family.   
We remember and pray for those who have recently 
passed away.  
We pray for those who are ill or in hospital at this time: 
Lois Roy, Paul Clemson, Tony Clarke, Doreen Stanslaus, Dr 
Cherry Ann Wy, Michael Hiriwo 
 
If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a 
loved one who is ill, please contact the Parish Office on 9622 
1125 or email admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. 

Daily 
Readings 

Please donate to Project Compassion 
2018 and help deaf youth in Cambodia 
to build a just future, and live in 

communities that uphold everyone’s dignity. You can 
donate through Parish boxes and envelopes, by visiting 
www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion or phoning1800 024 413.  

VINNIES PANTRY 
Can you help by donating the following food items to the 
Vinnies Pantry: Two-minute noodles, Pasta Sauce, Sugar, 
Tinned fish (tuna or salmon), Soap, Toilet paper. Your 
donations can be left in the baskets at the church doors.  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

Please join us every Friday night 
during Lent at St Patrick’s Church: 

6:30pm-7:00pm  
Adoration & Reconciliation 

7:00pm-7:25pm  
Stations of the Cross 

7:30pm Mass 

COME AND SEE 

Mary, Queen of the Family will be hosting Alpha in the 
Catholic Context this May.  

 

What is Alpha? 
Alpha is a series of interactive sessions that freely 

explore life and the basics of the Christian 
faith. Whether you're just checking it out, new to faith, or 

coming back to church, you are invited. Alpha is for 
anyone who’s curious.  

It is for those of any faith – or none!   
 

Come and see what Alpha is about. Join us on  
8th April 2018 from 11AM  at St Pat’s MPA. 

Lenten Pathways  
Don’t forget about our Pathways small 
groups, which are held every Tuesday 
morning (9.30am) and evening (7pm) 
in the Cardinal Clancy Room during 
Lent.   

You can also buy a copy of the Lenten program 
‘Surrender’ for your own personal use as they reflect on 
the daily readings during Lent. They are available from the 
Piety Stall or Parish Office  for $5 while stocks last.  

If you are going into hospital and would like to be 
anointed, please contact the Parish Office to arrange 
before going into hospital. With Blacktown Hospital 
doubling in size and our declining resources, it 
cannot be guaranteed a priest will be available 24 
hours a day for the hospital.  



“The death of Jesus, in fact, is an inexhaustible 
source of new life, because it carries within itself the 
regenerating strength of the love of God.” 

- Pope Francis 

Frankly Speaking... 

In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

PALM SUNDAY PREPARATIONS 
Come and join the fun of making crosses from Palms for 
Palm Sunday on Wednesday 21 March, Parish Office 
Meeting Room at 9.30am and 23 March, Cardinal 
Clancy Room at 8pm (after Mass). If you have palms 
you can donate for cross making and to decorate the 
church buildings, lease bring them to the Parish Office on 
Sunday 18th March or Monday 19th March. If the office 
is unattended you can leave them against the wall. Thank 
you!  

Experienced with landscaping?  
The footpath circling St Patrick’s Church is in need of 
some minor repairs, and the Parish Team would like to 
know if anyone with experience in path repairs is able to 
volunteer some of their time to help repair it. Please leave 
a message for Jacqueline at the Parish Office if you are 
able to help. 

YOUNGER WIDOWED SUPPORT GROUP 
Catholic Care Solo Parent Services’ YWSG is 
held on the 3rd  Tuesday of each month. The 
Support Group is for men and women widowed at 
a younger age with or without children.  Next 
gathering: Tuesday 20th March. Venue: 13 Buller 
St, North Parramatta. Time: 7pm – 9pm  Cost: 
$5.00. Registration:  Rita Ph. 8843 2530 or  
Email: soloparentservices@ccss.org.au 

HOLY WEEK LITURGIES 
Thank you to everyone who sent through their availabilities for 
Ministry during Holy Week. Ministers have been contacted via 
email informing them of their ministry. If you have received an 
email, and have not responded yet, please respond. 
 

Can you help? We are still in need of assistance for the 
following ministries: 

 

Musicians or a Data Video Projector Operator for Easter 
Sunday Mass at 6pm St Michael's.  
Ushers, Greeters and Carpark Attendants These ministries 
of hospitality are critical as we welcome so many people to our 
churches this Holy Week. 
Readers of the Prayers of Intercession for Good Friday The 
prayers of Intercession on Good Friday are a significant part of 
the liturgy as we stop and pray for so many areas of our world. 
 
If you can help out with any of these ministries please 
contact the parish office. These ministries enable our 
parish to welcome, grow and act with love to all people 
who join our community this year.   

Carpark Safety 
We have been advised by the Council and 
the Police to remind all parishioners that 
double parking is not allowed, especially 
during our upcoming Easter liturgies. In the 
case of an emergency, clear access from the 
street to church buildings allows emergency 
personnel to attend the situation.  
Therefore, the church carparks will display 

signage when the carparks are full. We respectfully 
request all parishioners to seek safe, alternative parking 
when these signs are displayed. Please avoid parking in 
driveways and across pathways and grassy areas. The 
safety of the community is our number one priority, and we 
appreciate your understanding and patience.  

Monthly Trip: 9th - 13th April 2018 

5 Day Trip to Yass Valley.  Depar ts 
Greystanes at 8am, St Patrick’s Church at 
8:30am. $700 pp (all inclusive).  
Contact Jean: 99203401 or 0425251754.  

mailto:soloparentservices@ccss.org.au


Call Jacqueline at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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MALTA TRAVEL 
165 Dunmore St Wentworthville  

 10 splendid days in the Northern Territory - 
September 2018 - with Monica Ledger. Main 

attractions: Ayers Rock - Kings Canyon - Alice 
Springs - Standley Chasm - Kakadu National 

Park and Darwin. Then 2 river cruises: 
Katherine Gorge and Yellow Water! Again: 

Darwin sunset  dinner cruise! So be quick and 
call Monica on 9896 0712 or  

Charlie on 9631 2689.  

Don’t suffer with foot problems.  
Book an appointment today  

and take your first steps to more  
comfortable feet. 

Shop 10-6 St Martins Crescent,     
St Martins Village Blacktown  

Call now on  9622 2231 

Music Ministry 
Andy Rodricks – We welcome Andy 
to the role of Music Ministry Lead. 
Andy will be connecting with choirs in 
the parish over coming months and 
be leading the Music Ministry 
Workshop on Friday 20th April at 
7.30pm at St Patrick’s Church. 
 
Acolytes/Adult Servers 
Jude Miranda – We welcome Jude 
to the role of Ministry Lead for 
Acolytes and Adult Servers. Jude will 
be connecting with Acolytes and 
Adult Servers and in particular, 
welcoming new people to this role. 
 
 

What does being the Ministry lead for Music 
Ministry look like to you? 
Andy – I would love to see all the choirs connecting 
with the congregation, so that together we can praise, 
glorify and honour our God through song. 
 
What does being the Ministry lead for Acolytes/
Adult Servers look like to you? 
Jude – The ministry Lead for acolytes/adult servers 
would be an opportunity to grow in faith with my 
fellow acolytes/adult servers. The role will allow me to 
be in contact with them and learn and grow from the 
rich gifts and talents that we have in our parish. In 
welcoming new acolytes and adult servers I would 
like to offer the same encouragement and support 
that I received when I became an acolyte. With the 
support of the parish team I see the ministry lead 
coordinating and leading formation of acolytes and 
adult servers and planning for major events of our 
parish. 

The Sacramental Team Look forward to journeying with 
you in this time of preparation with your family as they 
come to know God deeper through the Sacraments: 
 

Reconciliation  :  First Eucharist  : Confirmation 
 

Information about each Sacrament can be found via our 
parish website www.mqofblacktown.org.au and then by 
clicking on the Sacraments tab, or contact Parish Office 

on 9622 1125, sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 2018 

MINISTRY LEADS 
“As we continue to encourage and grow leaders in our 
community, we will be introducing Ministry Leads for various 
ministries in our community. Ministry Leads will work with 
Lisa, our Pastoral Associate to oversee and be the primary 
point of contact for ministers in a particular ministry.  
 
I welcome and thank everyone who has agreed to take on 
the role of Ministry Lead as we continue to welcome, grow 
and act in the Mary, Queen of the Family Catholic 
Community.” 

 
- Fr Peter 


