
Sunday, 15 Apr 2018: Third Sunday of Easter  - Year B 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
St Michael’s Church 

58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125 
A/H :  9621  3146   
Fax :  96 7 1  64 2 5  
Em ai l :  ad m i n @m q o f b l a c k t o w n .o r g .au  
 
bPo in t  pa ym en t  s ys t e m  
Fo l low  the  l inks   
on  our  w ebsi te .  
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 
St Michael’s Primary                   9622 9910 
St Patrick’s Primary                9621 4122 
Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College         9671 3000 
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 

(St Michael’s)                                
 

Institute for Mission                    9831 4911 
Fr Paul Roberts (Director)  
paul.roberts@ifm.org.au 

 
Diocesan Ministry Centre           8838 3460     

 
Catholic Care                             8822 2222     

Blacktown@ccss.org.au 
 
 
 

    
 www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
    
 
 www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics 
 
 
 
  @mqofblacktown 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s  

Mass 8:00am Mon, & Fri &  7.30pm Wed 
Communion Service 8.00am Tues & Thurs 

St Patrick’s  
Mass 9.00am Tues & Thurs & Sat 

Communion Service  9.00am Mon, Wed, Fri 
First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 
7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

3.30pm - Syro Malabar Mass (St Michael’s) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 

6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 
 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 

Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 
 

Anointing of the Sick 
First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  

or by appointment contact Parish Office 
 

HOLY HOUR: 
6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

P ARISH TE AM  
Parish Priest:      Fr Peter Confeggi 
Assistant Priest:  Fr Luis Herrera 
Deacon:      George Bryan 
Business Manager:  Jacqueline Castillo-Anchique 
Pastoral Associate:  Lisa Bright 
Pastoral Care Coordinator: Antoinette Mangion 
Parish Assistant:  Aaron Pinto 
Parish Assistant:  Franchesca Tenedora 
Parish Assistant:  Georgia Scott 
 
Parish Team Meetings each Monday  
from 1.00 - 2.00pm 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

GIVE PEACE A CHANCE 
When you do a google search "Songs about Peace", so many songs appear. John Lennon features amongst the list with his iconic 
song "Imagine" and his other anti-war cry, "Give Peace a Chance." Other popular songs "War is Over" and Bette Midler's "From a 
Distance" also feature. All these songs speak of an idyllic world where everything and everyone is free from poverty and hatred 
and the need for war is non-existent.  
 

So what is this peace that these people are singing about? Peace seems very illusive when we look around our world today.  
There doesn't seem to be many news items that point to this peace for which we have been searching. 
 

In the Gospel this week, we hear Jesus again appearing to the disciples after his resurrection. He greets them with the words  
"Peace be with you". Last week, when Jesus saw Thomas and the disciples, he greeted the disciples with "Peace be with you". 
Why does Jesus keep saying this?  
 

Imagine yourself in the time after Jesus' death. Imagine you were part of the group that was hanging out with Jesus — the man 
who was just crucified! How scared would you be? They went after Jesus; they could be coming after you next!  
 

Jesus appears to the disciples at various times after his resurrection, assuring them to remain calm. "Peace be with you."  
Jesus had said this a few times before his death, “Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to 
you. Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid” (Jn. 14:27).  
 

Jesus is asking us to find peace in him. Why? Because the peace that comes from knowing Jesus, is unlike any peace that is known 
to us. When we have a relationship with Jesus, a completely new way of living and being is opened up to us. Don’t just take my 
word for it, explore this for yourself. The Alpha program that begins on the 4th May explores this very thing – how a relationship 
with Jesus can impact our lives - for the better.  
 

Like the disciples, we can be assured that amid the challenges and turmoil of life, peace is attainable — if we give it a chance;  
if we give Jesus a chance  to be part our lives.  
 

                  Lisa Bright  

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Cry out with joy to God, all the earth; 
O sing to the glory of his name. 
O render him glorious praise, alleluia. 
  
FIRST READING: ACTS 3:13-15. 17-19  
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 4:2. 4. 7. 9. R. V.7  
Lord, let your face shine on us. 
 
SECOND READING: 1 JN 5:1-6   
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Lord Jesus, make your word plain to us: 
make our hearts burn with love when you speak. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Lk 24:35-48  
The disciples told their story of what had happened on the road 
and how they had recognised Jesus at the breaking of bread. 

They were still talking about all this when Jesus himself stood 
among them and said to them, ‘Peace be with you!’ In a state of 

alarm and fright, they thought they were seeing a ghost. But he 

said, ‘Why are you so agitated, and why are these doubts rising 
in your hearts? Look at my hands and feet; yes, it is I indeed. 

Touch me and see for yourselves; a ghost has no flesh and 

bones as you can see I have.’ And as he said this he showed 
them his hands and feet. Their joy was so great that they could 

not believe it, and they stood dumbfounded; so he said to them, 

‘Have you anything here to eat?’ And they offered him a piece 
of grilled fish, which he took and ate before their eyes. 

Then he told them, ‘This is what I meant when I said, while I 

was still with you, that everything written about me in the Law 
of Moses, in the Prophets and in the Psalms, has to be fulfilled.’ 

He then opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he 

said to them, ‘So you see how it is written that the Christ would 
suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that, in his 

name, repentance for the forgiveness of sins would be preached 

to all the nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses 
to this.’ 
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  
The disciples recognized the Lord Jesus 
in the breaking of the bread, alleluia. 

YEAR OF MARK - YEAR B 
Third Sunday of Easter 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the 
Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

M  16 Apr: Acts 6:8-15; Jn 6:22-29 
T   17 Apr: Acts 7:51 - 8:1; Jn 6:30-35 
W  18 Apr: Acts 8:1-8; Jn 6:35-40 
Th 19 Apr: Acts 8:26-40; Jn 6:44-51 
F  20 Apr: Acts 9:1-20; Jn 6:52-59 
S   21 Apr: Acts 9:31-42; Jn 6:60-69 
S   22 Apr: Acts 4:8-12; 1 Jn 3:1-2; Jn 10:11-18 

A t  M a r y ,  Q u e e n  o f  t h e  F a m i l y  P a r i s h  w e  W E L C O M E ,  G RO W  a n d  A C T  

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Intentions: Deceased Members of the Tanti family, Jaime 
Caraig Jr, Bob Rowles, Hermogena Alonso 
We pray for the special intentions of our parish 
community. 
We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or in hospital 
at this time: Melanie Randa, Car los Braithwaite, Lois Roy, Paul 
Clemson, Tony Clarke, Doreen Stanslaus, Dr Cherry Ann Wy, Michael 
Hiriwo. 
 

If you would like to include in the bulletin the name of a loved one 
who is ill or you are going into hospital and would like to be 
anointed,, please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. 

Daily 
Readings 

The Sacramental Team Look forward to journeying with you 
in this time of preparation with your family as they come to 

know God deeper through the Sacraments: 

Reconciliation  :  First Eucharist  : Confirmation 

Information about each Sacrament can be found via our 
parish website www.mqofblacktown.org.au and then by 

clicking on the Sacraments tab, or contact Parish Office on 
9622 1125, sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 

——————————————- 
If you are continuing the journey 
towards First Eucharist, please 

complete the re-enrolment form and 
return to the Sacramental Team 

ASAP. 
Dates for First Communion Masses 
based on application forms will be 

advised on the 27th April. 

SACRAMENTAL PROCESS 2018 

PROJECT COMPASSION 2018 

Caritas Australia would like to THANK YOU for supporting 
Project Compassion 2018. Through your generosity our 
parish raised $7,474 which will go towards empowering our 
most vulnerable neighbours worldwide to build a just future 
for themselves, their families and their communities.  If you 
still have your Project Compassion box or set of 
envelopes at home, please bring them back next week 
and place them in the collection or to the parish office.  



“The road to Emmaus becomes like a symbol of our 
journey of faith: the Scriptures and the Eucharist are the 
indispensable elements for the meeting with the Lord.” 

- Pope Francis 

Frankly Speaking... 

In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

Please note there will NOT be a Mass celebrated at 
St Michael’s Church on Wednesday 18th April at 

8.30am due to the School holidays. 
 

 Times for liturgies on 
Anzac Day, Wednesday 

25th April, are:  
 

Mass: St Michael's Church 8.30am  
Liturgy of the Word with Communion:  

St Patrick’s Church 9.00am 
Mass: St Michael’s Church 7.30pm 

SHARING THE GOSPEL  
WITH YOUR CHILDREN 

© Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

VINNIES PANTRY 
Can you help by donating the following food items to the 

Vinnies Pantry: Two-minute noodles, Pasta Sauce, Sugar, 
Tinned fish (tuna or salmon), Soap, Toilet paper. Your 
donations can be left in the baskets at the church doors.  

Everybody is Invited!  
We are all called to be Missionary Disciples!  

How do we renew our parishioners in their baptismal call and 
enable their gifts in parish and school life? These questions are 
addressed at this year’s NSW Pastoral Ministry Conference to be 
held on Tuesday 1st May, 9.30am to 4.30pm at Dooleys Catholic 
Club, Lidcombe. Morning tea and lunch are provided on the 
day, all for the cost of $65. For more information, visit the website 
for more keynote and workshop details www.tinyurl.com/
disciples2018, or contact Tanya Quinn on 0459 133 665. To 
register: www.trybooking.com/twad.  

What’s coming up??? 
Music Ministry Formation; Music Groups are asked to 

attend a Formation Session on Friday 20th April at  
St Patrick’s Church at 7pm. Please ensure that at 

least one member of your choir/group attends. RSVP to  
Parish Office on 9622 1125 or via email 

admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. 
 

Liturgy Team Meeting, Saturday 28th April 
9.30am-12.30pm at the Parish Office 

 

Social Justice Meeting, Sunday 29th April,  
12pm at the Parish Office 

Worldwide Marriage 
Encounter Weekend   

“A Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
(WWME) is a weekend away, offering married 

couples, a special kind of "time out", a 
different kind of "weekend getaway". It is an 

opportunity to recharge your relationship batteries and more 
deeply explore the precious nature of your relationship. It gives 
you the tools to keep your passion alive in a gentle, nurturing 

environment, away from the pressures and distractions of daily 
living.”  

27 - 29 April 2018 @ Mt Carmel Retreat Centre 
247 St Andrews Rd Varroville, NSW 

Phone     0490 774 419 
Email  nswbookings@wwme.org.au 

Or book on line at www.wwme.org.au 

VOLUNTEERS REQUIRED 
Blacktown Neighbour Aid, a 

program with Catholiccare, are 
looking for volunteers to support 
our clients in the Blacktown area 

who are over 65 and living in their own home. You 
may be able to spare a couple of hours once a week or 
fortnight to take a client out shopping or to a medical 
appointment or just stop by for a cuppa and a chat. If 

this interests you please contact the Manager,  
Deb Woolacott on 8843 2541 or 0418 114 055. 

Farewell John Laffan 
This week we farewell John Laffan who has been 

principal of St Michael’s Primary School for the past 13 
years. We thank John for his gift of service and 

leadership to the St Michael’s community, the Mary, 
Queen of the Family community and the wider Blacktown 

community. We wish John all the best and lots of 
enjoyment in his retirement.  

JOSEPHITE ASSOCIATES 
The Josephite Associates will gather for a 

meeting on Monday, 16th April.  
Meet at 10:00am for a 10.30am start in the 

Cardinal Clancy Room, St Patrick’s Church. 

https://facebook.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d3b870e1912b238e16c7e849&id=1dc5440526&e=7d32423336
https://facebook.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d3b870e1912b238e16c7e849&id=1dc5440526&e=7d32423336
https://facebook.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=8d3b870e1912b238e16c7e849&id=82554e4015&e=7d32423336
mailto:adrian.janet1@bigpond.com?subject=ME%20weekend%20enquiry/booking%20NSW/ACT
mailto:nswbookings@wwme.org.au?subject=ME%20weekend%20enquiry/booking%20NSW/ACT


Call Jacqueline at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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MALTA TRAVEL 
165 Dunmore St Wentworthville  

 10 splendid days in the Northern Territory - 
September 2018 - with Monica Ledger. Main 

attractions: Ayers Rock - Kings Canyon - Alice 
Springs - Standley Chasm - Kakadu National 

Park and Darwin. Then 2 river cruises: 
Katherine Gorge and Yellow Water! Again: 

Darwin sunset  dinner cruise! So be quick and 
call Monica on 9896 0712 or  

Charlie on 9631 2689.  

MQOF ALPHA 
Our Parish Alpha will be starting Friday, 4th May.  

Alpha is a series of interactive sessions 

that freely explore life and the basics of the 

Christian faith. Whether you're just checking it 

out, new to faith, or coming back to 

church,  you are invited.  
 

If you would like to take part, please complete 

this slip below and return via the collection 

plate. Please register by 20th April 2018.  

Or you can register online via our parish 

website www.mqofblacktown.org.au 

Full Name: …………………………………………………… 

Address: ……………………………………………………… 

Telephone: …………………………………………………... 

Email: …………………………………………………………. 

Unable to commit to Alpha this time? 

Can you assist in other ways? 
Hospitality |Childminding  |Prayer Team 

Visit the Parish website www.mqofblacktown.org.au 

to assist or sign up on the sheets at the doors of the 

church.  
 

Alpha Prayer Team:Alpha Prayer Team:  

show your support by creating an Alpha ‘Prayer 

Flag’ for every participant in Alpha:1 2018  

 

1. Collect a blank flag from the basket at the Main 

Doors of the church. 
 

2. Decorate with a message of ‘Hope’ (written or 

symbolic) with any materials of your choice. 
 

3. Return completed flags 

to the same basket next 

weekend - 21st/22nd April 
 

* PS Great school holiday 

activity!! 
 

Please contact the 

Parish Office if you have 

any questions! Thank 

you for your support as 

we Welcome,  

Grow and Act! 


