
Sunday, 7 Jan 2018: The Epiphany of the Lord - Year B 

www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics 

We acknowledge the Darug people, the  traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Our  Parish Mission Statement 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  
witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
PARISH TEAM  
Fr Peter Confeggi 
Fr Dénes  Ledeczi    

Fr Luis Herrera 
Deacon George Bryan 

Lisa Bright 
Antoinette Mangion 

Jacqueline Castillo-Anchique  
Georgia Scott 
Aaron Pinto 

Parish Team Meetings each Monday  
from 12.30pm  - 2.00pm 

St Michael’s Church 
58 Orwell St 
Blacktown 

Office Hours: 
Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

St Patrick’s Church 
51-59 Allawah St, 

Blacktown 
Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm 

Tel : 9622 1125 
A/H :  9621  3146   
F a x :  9 6 7 1  6 4 2 5  
E ma i l :  a d m i n @m q o f b l a c k t o w n . o r g . a u  
 
 
b P o i n t  p a y m e n t  s y s t e m  
F o l l o w  t h e  l i n k s   
o n  o u r  w e b s i t e .  
 

PARISH SCHOOLS 
St Michael’s Primary                   9622 9910 
St Patrick’s Primary                9621 4122 
Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College         9671 3000 
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 

(St Michael’s)                                
 

Institute for Mission                    9831 4911 
Fr Paul Roberts (Director)  
paul.roberts@ifm.org.au 

 
Diocesan Ministry Centre           8838 3460     

 
Catholic Care                             8822 2222     

Blacktown@ccss.org.au 
 
 
 

    
  www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
    
 
  www.facebook.com/
blacktowncatholics 
 
 
 
  @mqofblacktown 

WEEKDAY MASSES 
St Michael’s  

Mass 8:00am Mon, & Fri &  7.30pm Wed 
Communion Service 8.00am Tues & Thurs 

St Patrick’s  
Mass 9.00am Tues & Thurs & Sat 

Communion Service  9.00am Mon, Wed, Fri 
First Friday 7.30pm St Patrick’s 

 
SUNDAY MASSES 

5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrick’s) 
7.00am Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michael’s) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 

12.00pm 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday - Syro Malabar Mass  
(St Michael’s) 

11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michael’s) 
2:00pm Sunday - Sudanese Mass (St Patrick’s) 

5.30pm Sunday (St Patrick’s) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michael’s) 

 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 

Wednesday 7.00pm—7.25pm  (St Michael’s) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrick’s) 

 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrick’s)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 

 
HOLY HOUR: 

6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michael’s 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrick’s                                                            

 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 

by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

 CONTACT US  LITURGY TIMES     CONNECT  

SEEING THE SIGNS 

Recently, a friend shared this joke with me:  
A man was swimming at the beach and was pulled into the ocean by a rip tide. He started to pray to God, “Lord, come and 
save me.” Not long afterwards a lifeguard arrived, saying, “I’ve come to help you get back to shore.” But the man replied, 
“Don’t worry, God will save me.” A fishing boat and a cruise liner passed by, and the captain of each vessel offered to help. 
But the man declined each time insisting that God would come to his aid. Exhausted, the man in the ocean drowned. He 
appeared before God and said, “I prayed and prayed, but you didn’t save me. Why?” God replied to him, “I sent you two boats 
and a life guard. What more did you want?”  
 

The narrative of the Epiphany prepares us to expect a big sign from God to help us on our journey.  I wish I was half as lucky 
as the magi to have the Star of Bethlehem to guide me! The signs you and I will look for will not a grand star in the sky, but 
subtle glimpses of God in our everyday lives. We will be challenged, not to leave behind the comforts of home as the magi 
did, but to appreciate the precious moments when God reveals Himself to us.  
 

The magi in today’s Gospel respond to the Star of Bethlehem with overwhelming joy, moving them to present Jesus with gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The star I have been following has led me towards developing the youth ministry in our 
parish alongside Aaron Pinto and Chris Gabriel. It’s time for me to use my own version of the magi’s gifts to empower young 
people in Blacktown to explore their faith and celebrate their Catholic identity. I certainly don’t want to be like the man in 
the ocean, waiting and failing to see His signs! 
 

On this feast day, let us pray for each other for vigilance and courage - so that, whatever shape or form our star may take, 

that we are always ready to respond.  

              Franchesca Tenedora  

             Chairperson - Parish Pastoral Council 

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Behold, the Lord, the Mighty One, has come; 
and kingship is in his grasp, and power and dominion. 
 
FIRST READING: IS 60:1-6    
 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM: PS 71:1-2. 7-8. 10-13, R. SEE 
V.11  
Lord, every nation on earth will adore you.  
 
SECOND READING: EPH 3:2-3. 5-6 
    
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
Alleluia, alleluia! We have seen his star in the East; and have 
come to adore the Lord. Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Mt 2:1-12  
After Jesus had been born at Bethlehem in Judaea during the 
reign of King Herod, some wise men came to Jerusalem from the 
east. ‘Where is the infant king of the Jews?’ they asked. ‘We saw 
his star as it rose and have come to do him homage.’ When 
King Herod heard this he was perturbed, and so was the whole 
of Jerusalem. He called together all the chief priests and the 
scribes of the people, and enquired of them where the Christ was 
to be born. ‘At Bethlehem in Judaea,’ they told him, ‘for this is 
what the prophet wrote: And you, Bethlehem, in the land 
of Judah, you are by no means least among the leaders of Judah, 
for out of you will come a leader who will shepherd my 
people Israel.’ 
Then Herod summoned the wise men to see him privately. He 
asked them the exact date on which the star had appeared, and 
sent them on to Bethlehem. ‘Go and find out all about the child,’ 
he said ‘and when you have found him, let me know, so that I 
too may go and do him homage.’ Having listened to what the 
king had to say, they set out. And there in front of them was the 
star they had seen rising; it went forward and halted over the 
place where the child was. The sight of the star filled them with 
delight, and going into the house they saw the child with his 
mother Mary, and falling to their knees they did him homage. 
Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts of gold and 
frankincense and myrrh. But they were warned in a dream not to 
go back to Herod, and returned to their own country by a 
different way.    
 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  
We have seen his star in the East, 
and have come with gifts to adore the Lord. 

YEAR OF MARK - YEAR B 
The Epiphany of the Lord 

© The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman and 
Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, the 
Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, from 
the Lectionary for Mass © 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved 

PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS 
 

We remember and pray for those who are ill at 
home or in hospital at this time, may they know 
the healing presence of Christ 
 
If you would like to include, in the bulletin, the name of a loved one 
who is ill, please contact the Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 
admin@mqofblacktown.org.au. 
 
Names will appear in the bulletin from February. 

“The shepherds and the magi teach us 
that to meet Jesus it is necessary to be 

able to raise one’s gaze to the heavens.”  
Pope Francis  

Frankly Speaking... 

M  8 Jan: Is 55:1-11 or 1 Jn 5:1-9 
T   9 Jan: 1 Sam 1:9-20; Mk 1:21-28 
W  10 Jan: 1 Sam 3:1-10, 19-20; Mk 1:29-39 
Th 11 Jan: 1 Sam 4:1-11; Mk 1:40-45 
F   12 Jan: 1 Sam 8:4-7, 10-22; Mk 2:1-12 
S   13 Jan: 1 Sam 9:1-4, 17-19, 10:1; Mk 2:13-17 

A t  M a r y ,  Q u e e n  o f  t h e  F a m i l y  P a r i s h  w e  W E L C O M E ,  G RO W  a n d  A C T  

If you would like to invest in your parish, please 
consider making an online donation. Visit 
www.mqofblacktown.org.au and click on  

“Donate Now” to make a secure payment to the  
parish via BPoint. 

The next Pastoral Council meeting is to be held on 
Thursday 18th January 2018 at 7PM. It will be a joint 
meeting with the Parish Team and Finance 
Committee to discuss our Parish Vision. If you have 
any questions or comments please feel free to speak 
to any member of the PPC.  
 
Franchesca Tenedora 
PPC Chairperson 
ftenedora@gmail.com 

Pastoral Council Meeting 

LITURGICAL 
MINISTRY 
FORMATION 
COURSES 2018 

Would you like to serve our community as a 
Reader, Minister of Holy Communion, taking 

Communion to the Sick and Dying or as a  Senior 
Server and/or Acolyte? Now is the time! Formation 

Courses begin in February at the Institute for 
Mission. There is no cost for these formation 

courses. If you would like to take part in this short 
course please contact Lisa at the parish office for an 

application form. Email 
sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au 

PARISH OFFICE OPENING HOURS  
DECEMBER/JANUARY 

The Parish Office will re-open on 9am, Monday 
8th January 2017. For the month of January the 

parish office opening hours will be from  
9am - 12pm. From Monday 29th January,  
opening hours will be from 9am - 4pm. 

 
The office at St Michael’s Church will be closed 
from Christmas Day and will re-open on Sundays 
8.30am - 11.30am on Sunday 4th February 2017.   

mailto:ftenedora@gmail.com


In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

BIBLE STUDY 
Do you wish to deepen a personal relationship with 
God by reflection and discussion of the Scriptures?    
Sessions recommence on Thursday 1st February 2018 
in the Fr Sid Mosley Meeting Room at St Michael’s. Call 
the Parish Office for more information. All Welcome! 

Just released - The FaithFeed's 2018 
studio audience events for 2018!  

Aged 25-39? Experience a night out 
where you can engage with or simply 
listen to live speakers sharing some of 
their story of life, faith & action in the 

world! 
Registrations for the event dates can be 

made via:www.tinyurl.com/
studioaudience  

menAlive is a Catholic Men's Min-
istry bringing Christ to the heart of all 
men. The purpose of menAlive is to 
bring men together, to renew their 
faith in God and to encourage them 
become an active force of renewal in 
the Church.  
 
Over a drink and a bite, our monthly 

gatherings are geared to bring men together to unite 
men in faith, to create an environment where faith is 
central and social. Meet Christ somewhere, “Between 
the Pub and Pew” 
  

Join us on Friday 16th February 2018 at the Sid 
Mosley Centre, St Michael’s Church  

Paul Scott 0416 250 591 or  
Justin Bear 0488 033 066 

JOIN THE MQOF WELCOME TEAM 
Mary, Queen of the Family Parish would love to welcome all 
people to each and every mass. Contact Conrad Gabriel via 

the parish office to be part of the welcome team. 

BAPTISMS - JANUARY 2017 
 

We welcome these young people into our parish family 
as they are baptised this month at Mary, Queen of the 

Family Parish.  
 

Alejandro Guerra 
Matthew John Oak 

Isaia Pucariello 
Cooper Arlo Bargiel 

Olivia Leonila Ocampo 
 

May God Bless you and keep you always.  
May you always know the love of God in your lives as 

you grow in faith and love. 



LITURGICAL MINISTRIES ROSTER 

Join our  
Multi-Media Ministry 

Contact the Parish Office if you would like to be part 
of growing our use of technology at MQOF.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Continuing the conversation about review and 
supervision of our ministries, we will be hosting 

reflection sessions 3 times in the new year: 
 

21st February 10:00am; or  23rd February 7:30pm 
26th June 7:30pm; or  27th June 10:00am 

20th November 7:30pm; or 21st November 10am 
 

These sessions will be an opportunity for you to 
share your experiences of ministry, be motivated 
and learn from others. Mark these dates in your 

diary and send your RSVP to the Parish Office by 
phone on 9622 1125 or via email at 

admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 
 

Let’s become better together! 
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HOLIDAY EXPERIENCE 
23rd, 24th, 25th JANUARY 2018 : 9am - 3pm  

For children aged 5-12 years old : St Patrick’s Church 

What is a Faith’n’Family Holiday Experience? 
Who said our Faith can’t be fun? The Faith’n’Family holiday experience is a 3 day program, from 9am - 3pm on 
the 23rd, 24th, 25th January 2018. Over these 3 days we will meet new people, have some fun and grow 
deeper in our friendship with Jesus. Please note that the  
3 days is one complete program. 
 

Who can attend? 
The holiday experience is for children aged 5-12 years old.  
 
 

How can I register?  
The cost for the 3 day experience is $30. Morning tea and lunch are included each day.   
You will need to register for the program. You can do so by completing the Expression of Interest Form below 
and sending it to sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au or dropping it into the parish office. (Please note the 
office is closed from the 23rd—8th January) 
 

I am interested in volunteering.  
If you would like to volunteer for the holiday experience, you will need to have a Working With Children 
Check. Call Lisa at the office if you are interested in helping out in any of the following areas -  hospitality team, 
welcome team or program team.   
 

What if I have more questions?  
Please send your questions to sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au or call the parish office on 9622 1125.   

I would like to register my child for the Faith’n’Family Holiday Experience. 
Child’s Name:              Age:      
Parent’s Name:             
Parent’s Contact Email:              
Parent’s Contact Phone:              

Please return to sacraments@mqofblacktown.org.au or at the parish office. 

Consider this pilgrimage 
to Italy and Malta sharing 

so much beauty and 
history of Italy and Malta. 
Join Fr Luis and Lisa on 

this wonderful experience!  
 

Contact the Parish Office 
for an itinerary or to find 

out more information. 

HEALING MASS 
You all are invited to the healing mass on  

29th January 2018 at 7pm at St Michael’s Church, 
Orwell St Blacktown. It will be celebrated by Fr Joseph 

Edattu VC from the Divine Retreat Centre, UK.  

JOIN THE MQOF SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP TO  
WELCOME, GROW AND ACT.  

Make a Difference in your community.  
The Social Justice Group meets on the 2nd Sunday of each month 
(Feb—Dec) at 11.30am in the Parish Office. CONTACT KATHIE ON 

0414 194 052 or the PARISH OFFICE 9622 1125. 



 

HOME VISIT 
Do you know someone who would like a visit from our Pastoral 
Outreach Team?  
 
Name: ……………………………..……….. Ph:…………………….. 
 
 

SICK OR HOUSEBOUND 
Do you know someone who would like Holy Communion?  
 
Name: ……………………………….….….. Ph:…………………….. 
 
 

PLANNED GIVING 
Would you like to support our parish by contributing through our 
Planned Giving Envelopes?  
 
Name: …………………………..………….. Ph:…………………….. 
 
 

INTERESTED IN MINISTRY IN THE CHURCH 
Would you like to become involved in an area of ministry/service at 
Mass or in the parish?  
 
Name: ……………………………...……….. Ph:………………….. 

Supporting Our Community 
If you would like to make one of the following requests,  

please complete the slip below and return via the collection 
plate or to the parish office. 

Return your completed slip via the collection plate at 
Mass or to the parish office. Someone from the team 

will be in contact with you soon. 



Call Jacqueline at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details. 
Please understand that Mary, Queen of the Family Parish cannot take responsibility if the service provided by an advertiser does not meet expectations. 
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MALTA TRAVEL 
165 Dunmore St Wentworthville  

Join us in this exclusive 14 day River 
Cruise and Tour in Europe! It in-

cludes an upgrade to Category A Balco-
ny Suites! We leave Sydney early May 

and you can stay in Malta or Italy as long 
as you wish. Only 24 passengers can 

join!  
Be quick and call Charlie on 9631 2689 

or 0412 523 893. 

Don’t suffer with foot problems.  
Book an appointment today  

and take your first steps to more  
comfortable feet. 

Shop 10-6 St Martins Crescent,     
St Martins Village Blacktown  

Call now on  9622 2231 

Need Legal Advice? 
Wills, Power Attorney, Driving Matters  

Need Migration Assistance? 
Parent Holiday Refugee Partner Visas 

Morning Star  
Legal & Migration Services 

www.morningstarlegal.com.au 
or call Michael 0478 173 474 

MARN 1461332 

Ph: 4732 4566 
Unit 1/61 Jack Williams Drive 
Penrith NSW 2750  
www.jandlkitchens.com 

Come and visit our showroom,  
or call and arrange a free in-home consultation.  

J&L Kitchens will design, manufacture and  
install your dream kitchen. 

Remember that Your Dreams Are Within Your Reach! 

Thank you to 
these 

companies for 
supporting 

Mary Queen of 
the Family. 

Their 
sponsorship 
goes towards 
supporting 

ministry within 
our parish. 

“Each of you 
should give 

what you have 
decided in your 
heart to give, 

not reluctantly 
or under 

compulsion, for 
God loves a 

cheerful giver.” 
 

2 Corinthians 9:7 

 

http://www.morningstarlegal.com.au

