
Donôt Hesitate é Make Disciples 
The foundational decades of the Australian Catholic Church were overwhelmingly influenced by the spirituality of Irish 

Catholicism. Centuries of oppression from the English gave the Irish a strong sense of social justice. The Irish deprived of their land, 

have often had a strong sense of solidarity with the dispossessed Aboriginal community. They seem to have mixed well with the 

indigenous community. Interestingly, many of our contemporary indigenous leaders have Irish family names. 

 

Living in Uganda, after years of civil war, there was a fear of making any social or political comment. Students would say,  you have 
to keep your head down.  I used the BBC news to help students to get a bigger picture of the world. Curiously, voices reporting from 

the most remote places for the BBC, so often had Irish accents!  The spirit of the wandering Celt is also seen in the sending out of 

missionaries over the centuries.  I once read that more than two hundred Churches in Northern Italy bear the names of Irish saints. 

 

This weekend we celebrate the Ascension where we are called to go out and make disciples. While the sending out of missionaries is 

deep in Irish Catholic DNA, there is a shadow side, born of climate and politics that causes us to hesitate. 

 

While Mediterranean Churches most often have a piazza for gathering in front of the Church, the Irish climate did not lend itself to 

fellowship after liturgy. That happened at the pub! Furthermore, after four hundred years of British rule, Catholicism had been 

privatised, proselytising (making converts) was forbidden and the wearing of religious garments was at times forbidden. I strongly 

suspect it was a spiritual culture that encouraged you to keep your head down! 

 

While the Australian Catholic community is now a mixture of many cultures, the foundational Irish culture, which still plays a major 

role, can leave us a little hesitant about making disciples. We might easily identify with those some disciples who hesitated in 

todayôs Gospel. 

 

Our parish goals to welcome, grow and act, call us away from a privatised faith where we keep our heads down.   

These goals say DONôT HESITATEéMAKE DISCIPLES! 
Fr Peter  

28th  May 2017                    Ascension of the Lord                            Year A 

www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics  

We acknowledge the Darug people, the  traditional custodians on whose land we worship.  

Our  Parish Mission Statement 

Mary, Queen of the Family Parish is a welcoming, diverse, multicultural, Catholic community.    

We seek: to live, teach and share the joy of the Gospel; to grow as disciples of Jesus through prayer,  

witness and action and to respond to the needs of the family in the Blacktown community and beyond. 

 
PARISH TEAM: 

Fr Peter Confeggi                     
Fr D®nes  Ledeczi    
Fr Luis Herrera 
Deacon George Bryan 
Sr Grace Roclawska CSFN    
Jacqueline Castillo-Anchique  
Lisa Bright 
Alison Ryan 
Dawn Stephens 
Antoinette Mangion 
Georgia Scott 
Aaron Pinto 

Parish Team Meetings each Monday  
from 12.30pm  - 2.00pm  

St Patrickôs   St Michaelôs 
51-59 Allawah St,   58 Orwell St 
Blacktown   Blacktown 
Office Hours:   Office Hours: 

Mon - Fri: 9am - 4pm Sunday 8.30am - 11.30am 

 
Tel : 9622 1125 
 9622  9149 
A/H :  9621  3146   
Fax: 9671 6425 
Email: admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 

 
 

SCHOOLS: 
St Michaelôs Primary                   9622 9910 
St Patrickôs Primary             9621 4122 
Nagle College                               8887 4501 
Patrician Brothers College         9671 3000 
Catholic Early Learning Centre  8814 8406 

(St Michaelôs)                                
 
Institute for Mission                    9831 4911 
Fr Paul Roberts (Director) 
paul.roberts@ifm.org.au 
Diocesan Ministry Centre           8838 3460     
Catholic Care               8822 2222  
38 Prince St, Blacktown       
Blacktown@ccss.org.au 
 
Loaves & Fishes             9621 2758 
 
 

bPointðFollow the links  
on our website. 
 
   www.mqofblacktown.org.au 
 
    
www.facebook.com/blacktowncatholics 
 
 
 
  @mqofblacktown 

MASS TIMES 
Weekday Masses 
St Michaelôs  
Mass 8:00am Mon, & Fri &  7.30pm Wed 
Communion Service 8.00am Tues & Thurs 
St Patrickôs  

Mass 9.00am Tues & Thurs & Sat 
Communion Service  9.00am Mon, Wed, Fri 
First Friday 7.30pm St Patrickôs 
 
Sunday Masses 

5.30pm Saturday Vigil (St Patrickôs) 
7.00am Sunday (St Patrickôs) 
8.00am Sunday (St Michaelôs) 
9.30am Sunday (St Michaelôs) 
10.00am Sunday (St Patrick's) 
12.00pm 1st, 2nd & 3rd Sunday - Syro Malabar Mass  
(St Michaelôs) 
11.30 am 4th Sunday - Filipino Mass (St Michaelôs) 
2:00pm Sunday - Sudanese Mass (St Patrickôs) 
5.30pm Sunday (St Patrickôs) 
6.00pm Sunday (St Michaelôs) 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: 
Wednesday 7.00pmð7.25pm  (St Michaelôs) 
Saturday 9.30am - 10.25am  (St Patrickôs) 
 
Anointing of the Sick 

First Saturday during 9.00am Mass (St Patrickôs)  
or by appointment contact Parish Office 
 
HOLY HOUR: 
6.30pm - 7.30pm Wednesday @ St Michaelôs 
6.30pm - 7.30pm First Friday  @ St Patrickôs                                                            
 
Baptisms, Marriages, Funerals 
by appointment.  Please contact office for details 

CONTACT US 

mailto:Blacktown@ccss.org.au


Year of Matthew - Year A 

Ascension of the Lord 
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:  
Men of Galilee, why gaze in wonder at the heavens? 

This Jesus whom you saw ascending into heaven 

will return as you saw him go, alleluia. 

 

FIRST READING: Acts 1:1-11 

 
RESPONSORIAL PSALM:   Ps 46:2-3. 6-9. R. v.6  
God mounts his throne to shouts of joy: 
a blare of trumpets for the Lord. 
 
SECOND READING:  Eph 1:17-23  
  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:   
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Go and teach all people my gospel. 
I am with you always, until the end of the world. 
Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: Mt 28:16-20  
The eleven disciples set out for Galilee, to the mountain 
where Jesus had arranged to meet them. When they saw 
him they fell down before him, though some hesitated. 
Jesus came up and spoke to them. He said, óAll authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go, therefore, 
make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teach them to observe all the commandments I gave to you. 
And know that I am with you always; yes, to the end of time.ô  

 
COMMUNION ANTIPHON:  
Behold, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age, alleluia. 

We asked the children to imagine that they were there when Jesus 

ascended into heaven, and how they might have felt. We talked 

about Jesusõ promise to send the Holy Spirit to help the disciples. 

We told the children that the same Spirit is with us too, and gives 

us the strength we need to be faithful followers of Jesus.  

Discussion Points with Children  

Who do you know who has gone away and you donõt see very often? 

How do you keep in touch?  

Jesus went back to his Father but he is still with us.  

How do we keep in touch with Jesus?  

We show Jesus is with us by the way we live.  

How will you show others that Jesus is with you this week?  

É The scriptural quotations are taken from the Jerusalem Bible, published and copyright 1966, 1967 and 1968 by Darton Longman 
and Todd Ltd and Doubleday & Co Inc, and used by permission of the publishers. The English translation of the Psalm Responses, 

the Alleluia and Gospel Verses, and the Lenten Gospel Acclamations, and the Titles, Summaries, and Conclusion of the Readings, 

from the Lectionary for Mass É 1997, 1981, 1968, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. All rights reserved.  

Please remember in your prayers 
Anniversary: Hilda Coutinho,Renato Rael, Elaine & Bernie Mahony, 

Jack & Liz McMahon, Louise, Suzanna and Laurence Vella  

Special Intention: Rex Scott, Mabel Hawes, Lucien Herisson, Roland 

Bouguet  

Recently Deceased: Lorna Hamer 

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home or in hospital 

at this time, may they know the healing presence of Christ: Yufang 

Dong, Paul Clemson, Marceline Loiseau, Fr George OôMara, Fr Maurice 

McNamara, Doreen Stanslaus, Vic Farrugia, 

Cristina King, Sofia Rodriguez, Charity Thompson   

If you would like to include, in the bulletin, the 

name of a loved one who is ill, please contact the 

Parish Office on 9622 1125 or email 

admin@mqofblacktown.org.au 

Frankly Speaking... 
ñWe all have the duty to do good.ò 

Pope Francis 

 
 

a нф aŀȅΥ !Ŏǘǎ мфΥм-уΤ Wƴ мсΥнф-оо 
¢ ол aŀȅΥ !Ŏǘǎ нлΥмт-нтΤ Wƴ мтΥм-мм 
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Daily Readings  

SHARING THE GOSPEL  

WITH YOUR CHILDREN  
É Creative Ministry Resources Pty Ltd 

Notice of Meeting: Thursday 15th June 2017 at 7pm 
Please send any correspondence for the Parish Pastoral Council to the 

Council secretary admin@mqofblacktown.org.au or via the letterboxes in the 
churches.  

MQOF PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  

PENTECOST SUNDAY 4th JUNE 

At Masses on the weekend of Pentecost we would like to 

pray the Prayers of the Faithful in different languages. If 

you would like to read a prayer in another language 

other than English, please contact the Parish Office 

(9622 1125) with your name, contact details, Mass you 

will be attending and the language you speak.   

A memorial service for the late Robyn Dinneen will be 

held at St Patricks Church on Friday 2nd June 2017 at 

10am. We pray for Robynôs family at this time.   



In NSW/ACT a person wishing to make a complaint regarding abuse within a Catholic Organisation should contact: 1300 369 977 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ 
Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 5²C ŀǇǇŜŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǉǳŀǊǘŜǊΦ  
¸ƻǳǊ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǳǎ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭ 

ǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘƘŜ 
ōŀƭŀƴŎŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǇŀǊƛǎƘ ŦǳƴŘǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ  

How would you describe the  
Los Angeles Religious Education Congress?  
LA RE Congress has something for everyone! 
Whether youôre clergy, a parishioner in ministry, 
a CEDP teacher, a catechist or just have a 
passion for faith formation, Congress has 
something for you! With over 300 workshops 
over a 3 day weekend, youôll find inspiration and 
resources whether youôre into parish renewal, 
sacramental programmes, effective teaching 
resources or engaging liturgies.  Kristy Scott  

Would you like to extend your lay apostolate 
work?  Why not join the Legion of Mary in our 
Parish MQOF.  The Legion of Mary is a lay 
apostolic association of the Catholic church 
which serve the church and their neighbour 
on a voluntary basis.  If interested you can 
join one of our Legion which meet once a 

week at the following venues: 
St Patrick Church Mondays 7:30 - 9:00pm 
contact Perla Billedo 0405 118 416    

St Michael Church Saturdays 2:00 - 3:30pm   
Contact Gloria Rivas 0425 242 943 

Junior Legion of Mary  
Contact Maurice Bru 0419626583 

Why are all Ministers of the Word 
proclaiming/reading from the Ambo?  
All our Ministers of the Word will be proclaiming their 
readings, prayers and community invitations from the 
Ambo. In a similar way that we gather around the table of 
the Eucharist, we gather around the table of the Word as 
we hear the scriptures, prayers of the faithful and our 
community news broken open and shared together.  

Over the next three weekends, 

we welcome children and their 
families who will be receiving 

Jesus in the Eucharist for the 
first time. Let us pray for the 

children and their families that 
they continue to know Jesus in the daily life.  

Saturday 3rd June: 5.30pm  
Sunday 4th June: 9.30am, 10am and 5.30pm 

Sunday 11th June: 9.30am; Saturday 17th June: 5.30pm 
Sunday 18th June: 9.30am, 10am and 5.30pm 

The Piety Stall is open before and after 
Masses. It has beautiful gifts for First 

Communion as well as other religious items 
for purchase. Visit the stall after Masses this 
weekend to see the wide range of goods. 

Would you or someone you know like a visit in their homes 

from our Parish Pastoral Visitation Team? 

To enquire, please contact Antoinette at the parish office on 

9622 1125. 



h¦w t!wL{I !{{L{¢!b¢  
hǳǊ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ tŀǊƛǎƘ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ !ŘƳƛƴ 
¢ŜŀƳ ƛǎ DŜƻǊƎƛŀΦ {ƘŜ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŦŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
ƻŶŎŜΣ ǿŜƭŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ ¢ŜŀƳ ōȅ ǇǊŜǇŀǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ {ǳƴŘŀȅ 
ƭƛǘǳǊƎƛŜǎΧ   
CǊ tŜǘŜǊ 

 
1. How long have you been at Mary, Queen of 

the Family? 19 years (my whole life)  
 
2. What is your role as part of the Administration Team?  The main 
tasks that I take care of are preparing materials for weekly masses and 
staffing the office at St Michael's on Sunday mornings.  
 
3. How would you share your faith in one sentence?  
I share my faith by living the joy of God's love through deed not word. 
Being part of a faith community isn't about being stagnant and self-
focused, it's about being open to the love of one another and using that 
love to create a community in which God can thrive.   
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Call Jacqueline at the Parish Office on 96221125 for advertising details.  
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MALTA TRAVEL 

165 Dunmore St Wentworthville  

Tours 2017 with MALTA TRAVEL 
1. HAWAII - 13 Days in Gorgeous Hawaii! July 

2017 with Monica Ledger. The last day to book is 

May 10. So be quick and call Monica on 
98960712 or Charlie on 96312689.                         

2. China & Hong Kong - October- 20 Days with 

Paul Vassallo & Charlie Felice. 
26 seats already sold! Be quick and book your 

spot early!  

Call Charlie on 9631 2689 or 0412 523 893 

Monthly Trip 
Tuesday 13th June 

David Parsons Concert - Pennant Hills 

9am St Patrickôs Church 

Includes coach travel, morning tea, concert and lunch 

Price $50 per person 

For further information contact Jean: 99203401 or 0425251754 

The Sisters of the Holy family of Nazareth 

Cordially invite Youth to join us for the  

Celebration of the Vigil of Pentecost 

Saturday 3rd June 2017 at 6.00pm 

Holy Spirit Convent, 120 Capuchin Way Plumpton 

RSVP Sr Paula by 1st June 0449656406 or vocationscsfn@gmail.com 


